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Minutes of Mid-South Educational Research Association 

2012 Spring Board of Directors Meeting 

Lexington, Kentucky 

Griffin Gate Marriott Hotel 

March 16-17, 2012  

  

Call to order: A Board of Directors organizational business meeting of the Mid-South 

Educational Research Association was held in Lexington, Kentucky, on March 16-17.  The 

meeting convened at 2 p.m. on the 16
th

 of March.  President Julie Holmes presiding.  

 

Present:  Julie Holmes, Michelle Haj-Broussard, Kathleen York, Edward Shaw, Cliff Hofwolt,  

Randy Parker, Harry Bowman, Jane Nell Luster, Kathleen Campbell, Beverly Klecker, Carol 

Christian, Dustin Hebert, Ronald Skidmore, Mindy Crain-Dorough, Gail Hughes, and Roben 

Taylor.  

 

Officer’s Reports: 

President Julie Holmes welcomed everyone to Lexington and the Griffin Gate Hotel. Board 

members introduced themselves.     

 

Vice President Michelle Haj-Broussard welcomed everyone to Lexington and thanked them in 

advance for their support in the coming year. Michelle announced she has worked with Jane Nell 

Luster to revise the submission process for distinguished papers. She reported that David Morse 

has updated the website for an electronic submission process.  The scoring rubrics are still being 

revised.  Michelle also announced she is working with Jane Nell Luster and her Operations 

Review Committee to further revise the Operations Manual.    
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Approval of the Minutes: Julie called for approval of the minutes of the Fall Board of Directors 

meeting.  A motion was made by Michelle Haj-Broussard and seconded by Kathleen Campbell 

to approve the minutes of the fall 2011 Board of Directors Meeting.  Motion carried. Secretary 

Kathleen York recorded the approval of the minutes.  The board reviewed a second set of 

minutes from the 2011 fall annual business meeting.  Jane Nell Luster and Harry Bowman 

clarified that the fall 2011 minutes of the annual business meeting are not officially approved 

until fall of following year (2012) at the annual business meeting, but they are to be posted with 

a draft watermark at the MSERA website for the review of the general membership.  Harry 

Bowman also pointed out that according to By Laws the Board of Directors meeting minutes are 

 approved by the executive committee.   

 

Executive Director Cliff Hofwolt presented a written itemized income/expenses report and 

budget analysis for the year 2011. MSERA operated at a break-even level last year.  Cliff 

announced that he expects to hear back on the independent audit soon. He also shared an 

extended budget analysis going back to 2006. Cliff shared that MSERA has experienced 

declining funds in recent years.  He recommended MSERA look at ways to save costs and 

increase revenues.  He asked the board to think about cutting costs with publications.   

 

Past President Edward Shaw asked for help with nominations for leadership positions on the 

MSERA Board of Directors for Vice President/President Elect, Secretary, and the six member 

State Directors.  He is seeking at least two nominees per state for each of the six member State 

Directors positions.   State representatives can run two consecutive years, but they have to be 

nominated each time they run for office.  He advised those members making nominations to look 

for endorsements from other members to assure a known quantity.  Nominations may be made 

by an active MSERA member with the written permission of the nominee and signatures of four 

other active members endorsing the nomination.  Send nominations to Eddie Shaw, MSERA 

Nominations Chair, by July 1, 2012.   
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Committee reports: 

Charles Notar (Chair of Development Committee) No report. 

  

Randy Parker (Budget Advisory Committee) announced he did not have the data he needed to be 

able to give a balanced budget report for the upcoming conference.  He noted Cliff Hofwolt, the 

Executive Director, has that information. 

 

Harry Bowman (Constitution and By Laws Committee Co-Chair)  At the request of Julie 

Holmes, Harry Bowman further clarified that the Bylaws state the secretary shall prepare the 

minutes of the fall and spring board meetings for review within six weeks of the meeting.  Board 

members then have four weeks to respond with corrections.  If they do not respond, the secretary 

will presume the board members concur with the minutes as drafted.  Then the secretary will 

seek approval of the minutes from the Executive Board.  The secretary will then send a corrected 

draft to the executive board with a correspondence stating that the minutes are to be approved by 

the members of the Executive Board individually.   Official records of the meeting exist upon 

approval of the executive committee of the board.  The secretary will bring the minutes as 

approved and distribute at the next meeting.  The secretary will also send electronic files of the 

minutes to David Morse along with a request that the minutes be posted at the MSERA website.  

 

Jane Nell Luster (Historian/Operations Review Committee Chair)   

Jane Nell Luster reported on her work as historian.  She stated that she primarily focused on how 

to organize this office and to sort and digitize paper documents and records.  She requested John 

Petry ship records to her home.  Electronic copies go back to 2002.  One goal is to eliminate 

duplication and use links where appropriate. Jane Nell will contact the Halpins to determine 

what records they have stored.  Eddie Shaw suggested taking pictures of members who have 

been integral to the growth and accomplishments of the organization and posting them on the 

web in the history section.  Julie suggested a committee be appointed to create web pages of 
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photos of members who have received awards and served the organization with distinction.  She 

also raised the importance of acquiring any needed permission to post pictures.  Jane Nell said 

she and David Morse agreed to create a hotlink to the title Historian on the committee page.  

Also, Jane Nell contacted Lynn Howerton and Mary Jane Bradley regarding a “MSERA 

reflections” paragraph in the May Researcher to provide a sense of history and progress of the 

organization.  Jane Nell Luster also encouraged MSERA Presidents to write histories of their 

terms with MSERA for archived records. 

 

Break  

Julie Holmes called a 15 minute break at 3 p.m.  The board meeting reconvened at 3:15 p.m. 

 

Jane Nell Luster led a discussion centered around possible different interpretations of Article II , 

Section 1c of the Bylaws, which deals with the President’s role in appointing committees of the 

association.  The discussion raised questions that Jane Nell Luster will follow up on in order to 

determine whether or not changes to the Operations manual or Bylaws will be needed to clarify 

the President’s responsibilities with committees.   

  

Jane Nell Luster continued to report, shifting focus to her work as Chairperson of the Operations 

Review Committee.  She reported the Operations Committee began work on Section 4 of the 

manual while corresponding through emails.  Jane Nell presented a draft of Section 4 for the 

consideration of the board.  The committee found areas where questions arose.   

One question was posed regarding the Archives Committee: "Is this a committee or is it similar 

to an editor’s job?"  The Archive Committee has historically been a one person operation with 

the archivist serving as a single web editor.  Jane Nell pointed out this committee is not 

necessarily a Presidential appointment.    

    

Jane Nell Luster also asked some questions and history regarding the Budget Advisory 

Committee were discussed.  The purpose and charge of the committee were first described in fall 

of 2005 in a board meeting packet.  Jane Nell Luster pointed out that the executive budget must 
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be someone’s responsibility.  The executive director has the responsibility of presenting to the 

board.  Jane Nell asked, “Should there still be a budget advisory committee?”  Cliff  Hofwolt 

questioned whether or not the committee is a redundant operation since the Executive Director 

has the budget information.  Harry Bowman stated the expectations are that the President 

prepares a balanced budget for the upcoming year and coordinates closely with the Executive 

Director to do so.  Randy Parker shared some issues related to trying to plan for the upcoming 

conference expenses without knowledge of average expenses and a detailed budget analyses.  

Julie Holmes asked the Board to think about whether or not a Budget Advisory Committee is 

needed.                     

     Jane Nell Luster raised several questions regarding the Evaluation Committee in her report 

posted on Wiki.  Julie Holmes suggested co-chairs directly report no shows to the Program Chair 

before proceedings are posted.  Julie Holmes charged Michelle, as the past program chair, to 

coordinate to be sure she receives information regarding who shows up and who does not.  Jane 

Nell said the Operations Committee could go back and write a clear description of what needs to 

show up in the evaluation report and the procedure for circulating the information so it reaches 

the appropriate persons.      

 

Jane Nell Luster also discussed future site selection committee matters.  She asked: “Since 

MSERA is going outside the six member states soon, should the restriction to a six member state 

as cited in the Operation’s Manual be omitted?”   Harry Bowman clarified that it is at the 

Board’s discretion to approve going outside.  Gail Hughes recommended adding a qualifying 

phrase to the Operation’s Manual.  Kathy Campbell motioned the phrase be added to read: 

“Unless specifically approved by the board, the selection of a state is restricted to the six 

member MSERA member states.”  Michelle Haj-Broussard seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Jane Nell Luster asked if additional guidance beyond a description in the Past President’s section 

is needed for the Nominations Committee.  The board decided to leave it as is for now.  Jane 

Nell said we will revisit this question next fall. 
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The phrasing regarding Research in Progress awards was questioned.  Cliff Hofwolt pointed out 

that these awards are made at the discretion of the foundation.  A monetary award may or may 

not be made for these sessions.  Jane Nell said the Operations Review Committee will work on 

the wording.   

 

Jane Nell Luster asked the board to consider and discuss the Operations Manual’s wording for 

the procedures for the Distinguished Awards Committee for the Harry Bowman Service Award 

and the Walter Mathews Historical Contributions Award.  She reported that last year Richard 

Kazelskis decided no awards would be given until the MSERA board either affirmed or changed 

the wording in the operations manual to clarify the executive committee's specific charge with 

this task.  Harry Bowman clarified that the Bylaws currently state that the President of MSERA 

has the responsibility of conducting the selection of the recipients for the service awards.  Harry 

Bowman suggested the MSERA President may, in consultation with the executive board, make 

the selections, but the President is responsible for choosing to do so.  Jane Nell cited problems 

related to wording in the original motion for the Walter Mathews Historical Contributions 

Award as documented in the past minutes.   It was decided that any board action must be 

congruent with the current Bylaws.   Harry Bowman said the current ranking system for awards 

makes sense in his opinion.   

 

Jane Nell Luster asked the board to consider and discuss the descriptions and rating 

methodology for Distinguished  Paper and Outstanding Dissertation/Thesis Awards and how the 

papers are scored.  Julie Holmes suggested clearly defined and sample exemplars to guide 

authors.  The objectivity of the process was discussed.  Michelle stated the rating sheet is clear 

and easy to understand.  Harry Bowman affirmed the process is a blind review.   

 

Jane Nell said proof errors in the Operations Manual will be corrected.  

 

Recess 

Julie Holmes called a recess at 4:30 p.m. for the Board of Directors.  The Executive Board 
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remained to briefly discuss the ratings from the review of the Executive Director.  The Executive 

Board recessed at 5 p.m. on March 16, 2012.  The Fall Board of Director’s meeting reconvened 

at 8:45 AM Saturday, March 17, 2012 

 

Jane Nell Luster (Historian/Operations Review Committee Chair) resumed her report, focusing 

on Section V which states that the President of MSERA appoints the editors.  She asked the 

board if any changes regarding the length of terms of editors were in order and whether or not a 

mismatch exists between Operations Manual and the Bylaws with regard to the terms.  After 

discussion it was decided that the language will remain the same for now. 

 

The board discussed whether or not MSERA should offer an orientation for newly elected 

officers.  Holding this directly after the annual business meeting was suggested. It was decided 

that a 15 minute orientation during the reception to discuss the mission and share important 

information to help new officers connect and get started would be beneficial.  

       

Julie Holmes called the attention of the Board of Directors back to the question of the budget 

advisory committee.  Who comprises its members?  Does MSERA stick with Ad Hoc committee 

or Standing committee for Operations?  Harry Bowman clarified that it is the President’s job to 

plan and present the budget.  In so doing, the President works with the Executive Director.  Julie 

deferred this discussion until the fall meeting. 

 

Jane Nell Luster announced the deadline for completion of the Appendices for the Electronic 

Committee is the fall meeting in Lexington.   

 

Jane Nell Luster raised a question about developing an evaluation form for the Historian.  Dustin 

recommended consistency.   Julie Holmes deferred this discussion until the fall meeting. 

 

Jane Nell Luster asked if the Call for Participation should be under the responsibility of a 

specific committee.  Julie Holmes announced that she is taking responsibility for the initial 
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contact with volunteers this year, and she will thank volunteers through an email.  The 

importance of involving members as volunteers was stressed.  Harry Bowman clarified that the 

President appoints the committee chairs and can ask them to contact volunteers on behalf of the 

organization.   

 

2012 CONFERENCE REPORTS 

 

2012 Program Chair 

Kathleen Campbell (2012 Program Chair) thanked Julie and Michelle who provided information 

and guidance based on their past experiences.  She announced that she had toured the rooms and 

the layout of the facility on the previous day and found it to be adequate.  Kathleen received a 

list of volunteers to review proposals (3 reviewers per proposal) from Julie Holmes.  Kathleen 

has sent a call for proposals with deadline information to Lynn Howerton and David Morse for 

the website.  She also sent the participation requirements and directions for submitting proposals. 

Kathleen presented the following Target dates:   

April 1 –link set up for online submissions of proposals 

July 15 – deadline for proposal submissions 

July 31 –reviews completed by reviewers 

August 15
th

 – notification of disposition of each proposal emailed 

August 31 – program completed, posted on website 

September 15 – deadline for requesting changes in scheduled date/time of presentation 

 

Julie Holmes recommended a June 30th deadline and an extended July 15
th

 deadline as a 

cushion. 

 

2012 Local Arrangements  

Beverly Klecker announced Ann Chapman resigned as co-chair of local arrangements.  Beverly 

asked Carol Christian to help her with the local arrangements.  First choice for speaker in the fall 

is Tom Guskey who is active in Mastery Learning.   Jerry Johnson is another possibility.  Cliff 

Hofwolt stated that by the action of this committee the maximum payment for hired speakers is 
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$2500.  The speaker call is usually made by the President.  The hotel does not offer a shuttle for 

travel to downtown Lexington.  Members will have to take cabs if they do not have their own 

transportation.   

 

Rose Jones and Dianne Richardson (Co-Chairs of Evaluation Committee) Rose sent the report 

and posted it on Wiki.  Julie Homes briefly summarized the report. Most members were satisfied 

or very satisfied with the presentations and the annual meeting events.  Some members disliked 

the omission of a Wednesday luncheon and speaker.  The board discussed the possibility of 

uploading and making papers available on-line to eliminate the need for distributing hard copies. 

 The advantages and disadvantages of this option were discussed.  A decision was made not to 

try to do this for the upcoming 2012 meeting in the fall.   

MSERA AWARDS 

Vice-President Michelle Broussard (Distinguished Papers) announced again that she has worked 

with Jane Nell Luster on revising the submission for distinguished papers.  David Morse has 

updated the website for an electronic submission process.  Posted Scoring rubrics will be 

redesigned.   

 

Rob Kennedy (Distinguished Awards) posted information about the Walter M. Mathews 

Historical Contributions Award on Wiki.  New criteria for nominating candidates for this award 

was listed in the second paragraph for the consideration of the board.  The paragraph under 

consideration read: "The application will be submitted electronically and should state what the 

candidate's service to MSERA is and how it contributed to MSERA's present status.  A minimum 

of 10 years of active membership in MSERA is required.  Note that the number of awardees can 

vary from year to year."  Rob requested nominations be sent to him by September 12. 

Break  

Julie Holmes called a 10 minute break at 10:55 a.m.  The board meeting reconvened at 11:05 

a.m. 
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MSERA RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

 

Lynn Howerton (Co-editor of the Researcher) posted a report on Wiki which drew attention to 

the deadline chart for participation.  He also reported he anticipates the format and length for the 

upcoming Researcher Issues for 2012 will remain approximately the same as last year, including 

a separate program issue.  The Researcher will be published concurrently in hard copy/paper and 

placed as a PDF file on the MSERA website this year.   

 

Tony Onwuegbuzie (Research in the Schools) posted his report on Wiki.  Tony and John Slate 

support putting RITS on-line and will follow the recommendations/conclusions of the MSERA 

board.   

 

Rob Kennedy (Chair of Publications and Communications) posted a report on Wiki.  The report 

raised some issues related to on-line publication of the Researcher and Research in the Schools, 

such as the need for Password protection.  The option of PDF files mailed to members' email 

address was raised.  The committee supports going to on-line publishing of both publications 

over a period of two or three years and suggested beginning with the Researcher.  Another 

suggestion made was an E-journal that would be implemented at McNeese with the help of 

Dustin Hebert.  Sheri Carson offered to manage the design, distribution, and or reporting of a 

survey to poll members about their format preferences.  Gail Hughes motioned moving to an on-

line format for publications; Michelle Haj-Broussard seconded; Motion carried. 

 

Dustin Hebert (Technology Committee) reported different alternatives to formatting and 

providing access on-line to journals.  He explained the E format in some detail.  Dustin said one 

possibility is providing a link posted on an authenticated site for members only.  Cliff said he 

would provide access to the database of members if needed.  The forwarding of articles would 

not be possible.  However, other researchers who are not members could still subscribe.  Dustin 

agreed to prepare a full report for fall.  Dustin also recommended a general call for participation 

that stays on the website along with text encouraging participation.   
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Susan Ferguson Martin (Graduate Student Advisory Committee) reported the Graduate Student  

 

Committee continues its efforts to promote early scholarship and attract graduate students to  

 

become lifelong professional members of MSERA.  Susan reported emphasis is being placed on  

 

direct contact with universities.  The committee is working on further clarification of Research in 

 

Progress awards and finding ways to provide quality feedback.  
 

David Morse (Archives and Website) posted a report on Wiki.  The publications are almost 

complete through Vol 39(4).  The rate of submission to the archives was 67% of the scheduled 

presentations (across all types).  The MSERA website is in its 15th year and exists at two URLs: 

http://www.msera.org and www.msstate.edu/org/msera/.  MSERA website use has grown 

substantially.  The Research in the Schools page now has editorials and author guides that may 

be downloaded. 

 

John Petry (Proceedings) posted on Wiki the proceedings for 2011 have not yet been received.   

 

Harry Bowman (SRERA) reported the consortium is going strong.  The Outstanding MSERA 

paper will be one of the four distinguished papers presented at AERA.  Cliff reported $300 a 

year for the membership and booth is paid by MSERF.    

 

MEMBERSHIP and DIRECTORS 

 

Jasna Vuk (Membership Committee Chair) Jasna reported on Wiki that the two most important 

goals for 2012 are to establish a database of MSERA current and past members (5 year history), 

and to establish better communication and cooperation with both state representatives and the 

graduate student committee.  The committee is working with Cliff Hofwolt and state 

representatives to establish the list.  This is an ongoing activity. The committee is also sending 

emails to state representatives asking for support, contacting new members through a survey to 

get their feedback,  asking program chairs for the names of second authors on papers and 
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presentations who are not current members of MSERA, updating lists of contacts for institutions, 

and seeking volunteers to serve on this committee.    

 

Ava Pugh (MSER Foundation) posted the minutes of the foundation's 2011 meeting, held on 

Thursday, November 3, 2011 on Wiki.  Cliff Hofwolt reported the following suggestions to 

support the RIP awards in the future.  A total cost of $1500 will be allocated for the RIP awards 

with each award to be given $100.  The award is not tied to registration and the author must 

present his/her paper.  Only the primary author will be recognized and must be present at the 

business meeting to receive the award.  This is a one-time award for each presenter.  Carolyn 

Williams reported the 40 4 40 program raised $2994 of which $2614.30 was spent on 

contributions to the 40th Celebration, including the Time Capsule, Past Presidents Display, and 

Shirts for Contributors.  MSERF will continue to support the MSERA Outstanding Paper Award 

at the current amount of $250 and the MSERA Website in the amount of $250 (if requested by 

David Morse). 

 

Nancy Fox (Alabama Director) No report posted. 

 

Pamela Broadston (Arkansas Director) No report posted. 

 

Ron Skidmore (Kentucky Director) reported the updating of a list of Deans, department or 

program chairs, or designees for each post-secondary institution in Kentucky to include current 

2012 information.  Ron posted on Wiki two extensive contact files for professional 2007-2012 

members and institutional membership.  Individuals on these lists will be contacted with 

MSERA information regarding the website, upcoming conference, and the call for papers.  The 

information files have been sent to Charles Notar.  Subsequent announcements / emails will be 

sent as warranted.  

 

Kathleen Campbell  (Louisiana Director) reported that she will send tailored emails, tri-folds 

with information, and flyers about the upcoming conference to Deans of Colleges of Education 

in Louisiana and neighboring states, the State Department, school district superintendents, and 
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private/independent schools in Louisiana.  She will also send a reminder to all of the above in 

June.  She will also focus on advertising at designated professional organization meetings 

throughout the spring and summer. 

 

Rose Jones (Mississippi Director)  No report posted.  

 

Vinson Thompson (Tennessee Director) No report posted. 

 

Mindy Crain-Dorough (At-large Director) reported  plans to work with Louisiana (in 

conjunction with Louisiana Director, Kathy Campbell) to send emails with the MSERA tri-fold 

information and a flyer tailored to each of the following groups: Deans of the Colleges of 

Education in Louisiana, State Department of Education in Louisiana, District superintendents in 

Louisiana (public, parochial), and independent schools.  She will advertise at LCPEA.   

 

Gail Hughes (At-Large Director) No report.   

 

Roben Taylor (At-Large Director)   reported personal goals set this year.  She plans to focus on 

securing mailing lists and the addresses of all Alabama Institutions of Higher education.  She 

will send information to Deans and Department Heads.  She will also distribute flyers to all 

persons representing public schools in north Alabama who attend Jacksonville State University 

program advisory meetings.  She will contact the new Associate Dean at the College of 

Education at Louisiana Tech to encourage institutional membership.   She will also work on 

recruiting new faculty and graduate students as members and potential attendees at the upcoming 

conference.        

 

Paula Vanderford (SDE/LEA Director)  No report posted. 

 

Shannon Chiasson (Graduate director) posted a report on Wiki.  She identified two overarching 

goals: to build graduate student membership and to recruit campus liaisons.  She sent an email to 

seventeen graduate students who signed up to serve as MSERA Campus Liaisons.  Shannon 
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requested MSERA send letters of acknowledgment to these individuals.  She provided a list of 

names and universities.       

 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 

 

The 2012 annual meeting will be held in Lexington, Kentucky, at the Marriot Griffin Gate, 

November 7-9.  The 2013 MSERA conference will be held in Pensacola, Florida, at the Hilton 

Pensacola Beach Gulf Front, November 6-8.  The 2014 MSERA annual meeting is an open year, 

and no proposal is in place right now.  Jane Nell Luster shared a letter from Baton Rouge, LA, 

asking MSERA to consider the city as a location for  2014 as a possible site.  Dustin Hebert 

suggested that Knoxville might be a better choice because the 2015 date will be Louisiana's time 

to host the conference.  Jane Nell Luster concurred and suggested Louisiana be taken off the 

table for 2014.  Cliff Hofwolt presented a letter from Robin Holbrook with Knoxville Tourism & 

Sports Corporation suggesting possible venues.  Cliff stated the Knoxville Convention Center 

with Crowne Plaza would be the best choice of the venues from a financial perspective.  The 

Board agreed and Cliff will secure a contract for this location.  Jane Nell Luster proposed 

advertising future conference sites through a link placed in a prominent place on the website.  

Cliff suggested the “What’s New” link that exists now.    

 

Adjournment:   The spring MSERA Board of Directors meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

on Saturday, March 17, 2012. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

. 

 

Kathleen C. York, Secretary 
 



 
Minutes of Mid-South Educational Research Association 

2011 Spring Board of Directors Meeting 

 

Call to order: A Board of Directors meeting of the Mid-South Educational Research Association was held in 

Oxford, Mississippi, on February 25-26, 2011.  The meeting convened at 2 p.m. on the 25th of February. 

President Eddie Shaw presiding.  

 

Members in attendance: Eddie Shaw, Julie Holmes, Kathleen York, Linda Kondrick, Cliff Hofwolt,  

Charles Notar, Randy Parker, Harry Bowman, Michelle Haj-Broussard, Sarah Blackwell, Rose Jones,  

Dianne Richardson, Lynn Howerton, Shannon Chiasson, Kathleen Campbell, Jasna Vuk, Nancy Fox, Ronald 

Skidmore, Paula Vanderford, Rebecca Robichaux, David Bell, Ann Monroe, Vinson Thompson, David Morse 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL BUSINESS 

Officers' reports: 

President Eddie Shaw welcomed everyone to Ole Miss and thanked them for their hard work.  The members in 

attendance introduced themselves.  Eddie explained that the 40th Celebration activities will be embedded within 

the traditional format of the 2011 conference.  Eddie shared dates and locations for the next three conferences: 

Nov. 2-4, 2011   Oxford, Mississippi (Board Meeting on Nov. 1st is from 1-5 pm.; followed by dinner) 

Nov. 7-9, 2012   Lexington, Kentucky (Board Meeting on Nov. 6th.)  

Nov. 6-8, 2013   Pensacola, Florida (Board Meeting on Nov. 5th.) 

The 2013 contract for the Pensacola has been signed by MSERA; we are awaiting signatures from persons in 

the host city.   

 

Eddie proposed the organization of a technology committee to explore tools, techniques and methods of 

organization to help MSERA "go green." Eddie discussed the advantages of members bringing laptops to the 

spring and fall board meetings, posting reports on the web, and making contact information for representatives 

and others available on-line.  He asked those interested in serving on this committee to contact him.     

 

Vice President Julie Holmes welcomed everyone and thanked the members present for their commitment to 

MSERA.  
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Approval of the Minutes: Eddie called for any corrections or additions. None were made. Motion was made by 

Michelle and seconded by Dianne to approve the two sets of minutes: 1) the minutes from the Board of 

Directors organizational business-board meeting on November 2, 2010, and 2) the annual general meeting on 

November 4, 2010. Motion carried. Secretary Kathleen York recorded the approval of the minutes.   

 

Past President Linda Kondrick thanked everyone for their support last year.  Linda reported that the 

nominations for historian were sent to a committee for review.  Walt was nominated but declined. Some other 

candidates were nominated but did not meet all of the requirements.  A motion was made by Dianne and 

seconded by Rose to accept Jane Nell Luster as a candidate for the position of historian. Eddie clarified that the 

duties of historian will be primarily digital; they are separate from the archives.  After discussion, Eddie called 

for a vote, by the executive board.  The motion carried.  Jane Nell Luster was appointed historian.  Linda 

concluded by reporting that a call for participation at the MSERA 2011 conference will go out to college and 

university deans within the next 2-3 months.  She encouraged all members to actively recruit new members into 

MSERA and to promote the strong participation of both faculty and graduate students at the 2011 Conference.  

Eddie suggested everyone try to bring at least one person from their department to the conference.     

 

Executive Director Cliff Hofwolt reported two trends impacting income: 1) fewer members are attending 

conferences than in the past, and 2) membership has decreased over the last few years.  Cliff announced he will 

send out notices next month to people who did not renew their membership last year.  Cliff provided an 

overview of a prepared expense report, cost containment initiatives, and a budget analysis spanning the years 

1997 to 2010.  Exceptionally high expenses at the Baton Rouge conference in 2009 drove the cost cutting 

initiatives instituted by Gahan Bailey.  For the year 2010 the MSERA bottom line is projected to be slightly 

positive after $3000 in outstanding pledges are collected.  Special attention will be paid to containing the cost of 

meals at the 2011 conference.  The registration fee for the conference was increased last year to $80 and the 

amount includes membership fees for the year.  For the first time in ten years, the membership fees have been 

raised from $25 to $50, for regular members and from $15 to $25 for graduate students.  Cliff will ask David 

Morse to be sure current fees are reflected on the web. Cliff suggested considering an electronic journal format 

in the future since printing and postage costs are rising.  After negotiations recent reprint charges for the last 

edition of Research in the Schools cost the organization $600. 

 

 

Committee reports: 
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Charles Notar (Development Committee) reported that to date one institution has requested membership for 

2011.  He has created and sent lists to the state representatives (with emails at the website) and the membership 

committee.  The lists include the current (as of January 25) Deans and/or addresses for Departments and 

Colleges of Education.  He requested state representatives verify the information.  In May he will send 

institutional membership information to the Deans.  Institutional members will be recognized in the publication 

of the final program.    

 

Randy Parker (Budget Advisory Committee) introduced Dr. Robert Fox who will help coordinate local 

arrangements for the fall conference.  Dr. Fox stated there are not specific figures for food service until MSERA 

knows the number of attendees.  Dr. Fox projected food costs in 2011 would be lower than those in 2010.  The 

operating budget for the conference is estimated to be $32,000-$34,000.  Membership and registration fees for 

the conference are estimated to bring in approximately $24,000 if 300 people attend; "40-for-40" donations 

approximately $2000;  institutional memberships approximately $6000, and supplement income from Ole Miss 

approximately $8000-$10, 000.     

 

Harry Bowman (Constitution and ByLaws Committee)  reported that there are no proposals for further revisions 

to the Constitution and Bylaws as amended November 4, 2010.  The approve amended Constitution and Bylaws 

is posted at the MSERA website.  

 

2011 CONFERENCE REPORTS 

 

Michelle Haj-Broussard  (2011 Program Chair) asked when the link for regular proposal submissions will be 

operational.  Julie stated the target date is sometime in March.  Randy addressed Michelle's questions regarding 

audio-visual equipment:  all rooms have a projection system, presenters may use their lap tops regardless of 

Mac or HP.  A separate option to use computers on-site is available.  The conference facility does not supply 

overhead projectors.  MSERA is paying for the use of the system.   

 

President Eddie Shaw announced that embedding the special 40th celebration into the three day schedule will 

necessitate some changes in the  traditional schedule.  After some discussion, the following decisions were 

made:  
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o Wednesday sessions will end at 4 p.m. to allow time to set up for the Chancellor and Dean David Rock 

reception  (exception: poster, training, and symposia sessions may be scheduled from 4-5 p.m. in either 

the McMillan or Griffin boardrooms); the 5p.m. graduate student social, traditionally held on 

Wednesday, will be dropped this year; a dance after the School of Education reception was considered 

but is  not possible at the facility because the Inn is not equipped to set up for a dance; the traditional 

MSERA Wednesday luncheon is cancelled this year, so the 40th celebrations and sessions may be 

scheduled during the lunch block; the reception will be called a 40th Anniversary Celebration hosted by 

Dean Rock and the School of Education.  

o Thursday morning a combined graduate student and new membership breakfast with door prizes will be 

planned.  The location of the breakfast will at the Yerby Conference Center.   Thursday sessions will 

end at 4 p.m. in order to allow for break down and set up for the business meeting; the business meeting 

on Thursday will be followed by a Presidents' reception;  

o Friday session will follow the traditional format of the past.  A tour of the Faulkner home or golf is 

available for interested members in the afternoon. Michelle will contact Dr. Fox to request and schedule 

preplanned package tours for MSERA members if there is an interest.  

 

Eddie Shaw clarified regular sessions will be submitted according to the traditional process; special 40th 

celebration sessions will be 'invited sessions,' not subject to the traditional review process.  He will contact 

members actively working on sessions that fit the format and invite them to write a proposal and submit it to 

Michelle for planning and scheduling.  Eddie will send Michelle a list of 'invited sessions.'   All 40th 

celebration sessions will have a special marker (small coin emblem that Walt distributed at the 2010 fall 

conference) indicating such in the program.  Harry Bowman will contact Walt Mathews to see what his 

intentions are for involvement in the fall conference.     

 

Sarah Blackwell (Special Programs Co-Coordinator)  announced she, Julie Holmes, and Rose Jones are 

working on the time capsule and has an approved location.  The location will be marked.  They are working out 

the details.  Randy added Carolyn Williams is preparing an electronic looping slide show with archive pictures. 

 Actual artifacts from the past may be displayed as well.        

 

President Eddie Shaw suggested a short break at 3:24 p.m. 

The meeting was called back into session at 3:38 p.m.  

 

Dr. Fox (Site Co-Coordinator) said he would conduct a tour of the facilities to members after adjournment on 

Saturday.   He announced that in addition to a block of rooms set aside at the Inn at Ole Miss, 50 rooms for 
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overflow have been set aside at the Oxford Inn & Suites located uptown of the square about ten minutes from 

campus.  Van transportation may be pre-arranged.  Budgets will be finalized after the number of attendees and 

catering plans are finalized.  Parking permits will be issued at registration.  Dr. Fox is the contact person 

because he is able to work with Outreach and the sales department to keep costs down.  Dr.  Timothy Angle, 

Assistant Provost for the Division of Outreach and Continuing Education, agreed to pay the cost of the 

commemorative books, $6,032.50.  The distribution of these books will have to be determined at a later date.  

Parking passes for members at the overflow hotel will be issued at registration.  Dr. Fox will provide the 

parking passes. Eddie announced that Sarah Blackwell and Ann Monroe will take the lead with Dean Rock's 

reception.   

 

Rose Jones (Evaluation Committee) reported the results of the evaluations: 1) several members suggested the 

inclusion of  a copy of the Researcher with the annual meeting program in their packets at the conference; (2) 

several people wanted coffee primarily in the mornings and at 2 pm; 3) only two people responded to the on-

line version of the evaluation; 4) several presenters did not have research papers.   

 

Members discussed ways to address the problems of "no papers or no shows." Sending a letter to the 

appropriate Dean to inform him or her that the paper was not presented was one idea.  Members also discussed 

the issue of scheduling conflicts.  Vice-President Julie Holmes recommended setting aside a "potpourri" block 

for the purpose of accommodating presentations with scheduling conflicts.  Cliff discussed the advantages of 

opening up the option of Research in Progress-type sessions to faculty.  It was suggested that these sessions 

have a different title to avoid confusion with existing graduate student RIP sessions.  Eddie requested that the 

members who volunteered to review proposals on the "call for participation" list need to be identified and put 

into the system, so they may be contacted as soon as possible.  Linda said she has the names of all volunteers on 

a spread sheet.  She will contact the volunteer reviewers to thank them and remind them of their commitment.  

Cliff will send out a second request for volunteers.  

 

MSERA AWARDS 

Vice-President Julie Holmes asked members to personally invite colleagues and graduate students to submit 

their work for  either distinguished paper or outstanding dissertation award recognition. Full details about the 

two awards and the submission process are posted at the MSERA website.  Also, she said to let the doctoral 

student organizations within the university know about these awards.  Julie related that Eddie suggested the 

scoring rubrics for these papers needed improvement.  She suggested an ad hoc committee be formed to update 

the rubrics. Eddie suggested any revised rubrics be posted on-line, so the criteria established is visible to the 

membership.  Some members requested that a footer and/or header appear on each page of the conference 
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program, indicating the session appearing on the page is part of the MSERA conference.  Members discussed 

posting the program (with a draft watermark) on-line early, so members can view it ahead of time.  Dianne 

suggested the award winning distinguished papers be posted on-line.  

 

Eddie Shaw and Cliff Hofwolt clarified that the Walter Mathews Historical Contributions Award was 

established to give recognition to people in the general membership, not necessarily board members or others 

who have held office. The award recognizes members who have made consistent contributions to the growth of 

the organization over a sustained period of time.  The Harry Bowman Service Award is for persons who have 

made notable, distinguished contributions.    

 

MSERA RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

 

Lynn Howerton (Co-editor of the Researcher) discussed the importance of deadlines and making contributions 

on time.  Lag time slows the publication process from start-to-finish. He referred the board to the production 

planning calendar and deadlines for 2011. 

He also recommended that the 40th celebration material and submissions for publication be reviewed by a 

screening committee before coming to the Researcher editors.    

 

President Eddie Shaw discussed Rob Kennedy's proposal to change the name of the committee he chairs.   A 

motion was made to accept the recommendation in the report to change the name from Publications and 

Communications to Publications.  Kathy Campbell seconded.  Motion carried.  

 

Shannon Chiasson (Graduate Student Advisory Committee) reported that she would like to have designated 

liaisons on each campus who are responsible for disseminating MSERA information to graduate students.  

Shannon asked if a "graduate student only" listserv for MSERA exists.  Cliff offered to help Shannon set it up.  

Cliff reminded Shannon that the graduate student committee reviews the Research in Progress proposal 

submissions.  Shannon requested a letter of acknowledgement from the President of MSERA for graduate 

students who serve as volunteer reviewers.  Eddie agreed to write the letter for graduate students.  Poster 

sessions at MSERA may be either traditional or electronic.  

  

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.  It was reconvened the next day Saturday, February 26, 

2011 at 9 a.m. in order to finish board business.  

 

MSERA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes (cont.) 
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Charles Notar (Development Committee) made a motion seconded by Michelle to post a draft (watermark) of 

the Researcher's annual meeting program at the MSERA website prior to the conference; members will pick up 

a hard copy of the Researcher with the annual meeting program at the conference. The motion carried. Copies 

of the Researcher will be mailed to members who do not attend the conference.  The logistics of delivering the 

Researcher to the conference site will be worked out.  The fall issue of the Researcher will contain a statement 

in large/bold font telling members the programs will be included in the registration packets.      

 

David Morse (Archives and Website) reported seventy-four percent total paper submissions at the 2010 

conference.  Some presenters still persist in the behavior of "no papers" despite explicit wording in the 

directions for submitting and presenting research.  Historical gaps exist and Cliff Hofwolt and the new 

historian, Jane Nell Luster, will work to fill in some of the gaps.  David reported this site, in its fourteenth year, 

maintains the luxury of being a mirror site at no extra charge to the organization.  Mississippi State will 

continue to provide this complementary service; however, MSERA will be required to purchase another domain 

name for a nominal fee.  David said changes have been made to help assure that members adhere to the 

deadlines for the Call for Papers.  

 

Harry Bowman (SRERA) reported that an effort is underway to change the status of SRERA from that of a 

Special Interest Group of AERA to an aligned organization.  The change is due to new requirements placed on 

SIGS.   The new alignment will include an official agreement that AERA will provide four sessions at AERA 

conferences to the aligned organization.  The changes will require that SRERA pay for a booth at the 

conference as a venue to advertise the association to potential members (approximately $1900).  A written 

agreement was signed in Denver that formalized SRERA's commitment to promote AERA membership within 

the organization.  The change in status requires SRERA pay $250 for a meeting room at the AERA conference. 

 Harry Bowman said he will report on the new alignment at the next meeting. 

 

MEMBERSHIP and DIRECTORS 

 

Kathy Campbell and Jasna Vuk (Membership Committee Co-Chairs)  will distribute membership brochures and 

informative flyers about the 2011 meeting.   

 

Cliff  Hofwolt (Executive Director) reported the MSER Foundation continues to contribute support for the 

Research In Progress sessions and outstanding paper awards.  Twelve graduate student presenters received 

checks to support their participation in the conference.  The amount of support ranged from $55 to $135  
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dependent upon review scores.  Cliff reported the MSER Foundation voted to expand its support efforts to 

include paying the registration fees for RIP presenters who earn scores of 4.0 to 5.0.  The total cost not to 

exceed $1000.  MSERF will continue its current support for the MSERA Outstanding Paper Award.  Financial 

support for the MSERA website will continue.  MSERF donors will be recognized in the membership issue of 

the Researcher.   

 

Nancy Fox (Alabama Director)  reported that she has verified the Deans and/or addresses for Departments and 

Colleges of Education in the state of Alabama.  She reported that Alabama was well represented at the 2010 

conference.   

 

Ron Skidmore (Kentucky Director) reported that he will work on the list of Deans sent by Charles. He will also 

create a list of names of past and present members as a tool for recruitment.  He will begin work toward 2012 

annual meeting in Lexington, Kentucky. 

 

Michelle Haj-Broussard  (Louisianna Director) reported that she will use Kathleen's lists and Charlie's list to 

actively recruit members and their participation.  

 

David Bell (At-Large Director) reported that he will explore the number of cooperatives in state with board 

members who are teachers or principals and work with them to recruit members and participation in MSERA.  

Eddie said he will send out an updated brochure with the correct dates for the conference. 

  

Kathleen Campbell (At-Large Director) reported that she and Rebecca Robichaux will distribute detailed flyers 

about the 2011 meeting to all deans of colleges of education in the six MSERA states and some neighboring 

states (Texas, Florida, Georgia, and Oklahoma), and to all superintendents of public school districts and 

Catholic school dioceses in the six states, and all state departments of education in the six states. 

 

Rebecca Robichaux (At-Large Director) reported that she recruited a new faculty member to become involved 

with working to get graduate students involved. 

 

Paula Vanderford (At-Larger Director)  reported that she will announce the conference in a Monday memo once 

she has the deadlines for proposals. She will find ways reach out to public and private schools.   

 

Vinson Thompson (Tennessee Director) reported he will approach the Gates Foundation for support and will 

follow up on the idea to involve a graduate student liaison. 
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FUTURE CONFERENCES 

 

Dianne Richardson (Co-Chair, Future Site 2012) raised the question of the location of the 2014 conference.  

Harry Bowman clarified the rotation cycle according to the operations manual.  2014 will be an open invitation 

year.  Eddie said the following will put the rotation back on schedule:  

 
 2012 MSERA conference will be in Lexington, KY.   
 2013 MSERA conference will be held in Pensacola, FL. 
 2014 MSERA conference may be in Nashville, TN. (Cliff will try to make this happen.) 
 2015 MSERA conference is scheduled for Louisiana. 
 

President Eddie Shaw announced the time capsule will be buried Wednesday, Nov. 2 at noon. Nothing else will 
be scheduled at the same time, so all may attend.  Members discussed a press release and a marker for the 
capsule.  This means that MSERA will return to Ole Miss in 2021 to open the capsule for the 50th celebration. 
   

Adjournment:   The spring MSERA Board of Directors meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 26, 2011.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
. 
 
Kathleen C. York, Secretary 

 



Mid South Educational Research Association
2010 Board of Directors

Mobile, Alabama
Riverview Plaza

February 26-27, 2010

ORGANIZATIONAL BUSINESS

Members Present:  Charlie Notar, Cliff Hofwolt, Diane Richardson, Rose Jones, Dana Thames,  Eddie Shaw, Kathleen Campbell, 
Randy Parker, Jane Nell Luster, Julie Holmes, Lynn Howerton, David Morse, Linda Kondrick, JoAnna Dickey, 

Gahan Bailey, Donna Herring, Rebecca Robichaux

Welcome            Linda Kondrick, President
President Linda Kondrick called the meeting to order at 2:05 CST.  She welcomed all to Mobile and thanked everyone for attending.  President 
Kondrick thanked Gahan Bailey, Eddie Shaw, and Cliff Hofwolt for making the arrangements for the meeting.   Gahan welcomed all to Mobile and 
shared information about dinner.  

President Kondrick asked all to review the MSERA Operations Manual document overnight.  She noted that the underlined or italicized items are 
the changes that will be voted on in the Saturday morning meeting.

Welcome         Eddie Shaw, Vice President
Eddie Shaw welcomed all to Mobile and discussed places to visit in the area.  He encouraged everyone to visit the Battle House where MSERA will 
have a block of rooms for the fall meeting.  Presentations for the fall 2010 meeting will be in the Riverview.  

Review of Minutes            Donna Herring, Secretary 
Donna Herring presented the minutes from the fall 2009 Board of Directors meeting and the fall 2009 Business meeting.  There were no changes to 
the minutes and therefore approved based on the by-laws.

Past President’s Comments                Dana Thames, Past President 
Dana Thames asked to wait until the Saturday morning session for her comments.

Executive Director’s Report              Cliff Hofwolt, Executive Director
Cliff Hofwolt distributed a Membership Analysis/Conference Registration report.  He reported that membership is 380 to date and registration for 
Baton Rouge was 311.  Cliff is ready to send out updates to all members who have not renewed.  He shared that the audit is in process now and a 
report will be forthcoming.  

Cliff distributed an Itemized Income/Expenses statement.  The current balance is $22,534.75.  He collected $35,196.15 last year and spent 
$57,165.00.  The MSERF Trust is $40,688.65.  Cliff discussed the possibility of increasing the registration fee which has not been increased in 12 
years.  President Kondrick asked the Budget Advisory Committee to examine the current contract with the hotel and to investigate an Event 
Insurance Policy for the Mobile meeting since November is hurricane season in Mobile.

2009 Local Arrangements Jane Nell, Co-chair
Jane Nell Luster distributed a report from the 2009 Local Arrangements Committee.    The final hotel bill was $27,380.54.  She shared several 
suggestions for future local arrangements committees and discussed a timeline for future committees.    Jane Nell also submitted a Call for 
Participation for volunteers and suggested putting the form on the web.  Linda Kondrick asked Jane Nell Luster to continue working on the process 
for getting volunteers.  Eddie suggested that MSERA not provide overhead projects again and clearly publicize that in the Call for Proposals, on the 
MSERA website, and in the proposal acceptance email.  Diane Richardson made a motion that we discontinue providing overhead projectors and 
that only screens be provided for future conferences.   Eddie seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion passed.    

Development committee Charlie Notar, Chair
Charlie Notar provided a sample letter that will be sent in May to all Deans of College of Educations.  Charlie reported that 10 institutions had $400 
Institutional Memberships and 18 institutions had $250 memberships for last year.   He requested information from members who have a change 
in deans.  Eddie suggested that the state be listed along with the name of the Institutional Membership.  

Budget Advisory Committee Randy Parker, Chair
Randy Parker tabled his discussion until Saturday morning.

Constitution and Bylaws Harry Bowman
Harry Bowman  had nothing to report.



MSERA Awards Reports

Distinguished Paper Eddie Shaw, Vice President
Eddie Shaw asked everyone to encourage people to submit proposals for awards.  

Distinguished Awards Richard Kazelskis, Chair
Linda reported that Richard Kazelskis has agreed to chair the Walter Mathews Historical Contributions Award and Judy Boser has agreed to chair 
the Harry Bowman Service Award.  Linda asked Eddie to look at procedures for Distinguished Awards and the possibility of changing those for 
future conferences.  She asked that suggested changes in procedures be presented for a vote at the fall 2010 meeting.  

FUTURE CONFERENCE REPORTS

2010 Program Committee  Julie Holmes, Program Chair
Eddie Shaw provided a report.  There were 155 Papers, 7 Symposia, 9 Training sessions, 6 Display sessions, 2 Mentor sessions, and 3 Research In 
Progress sessions.  There were 61 individuals who were listed with 40 presentations that were “No Shows”.  Dana Thames discussed that the 
process of banning a presenter with two “No Shows” has already been voted on.  Linda asked Jane Nell to follow-up on this and suggested that the 
“No Shows” policy be posted on the MSERA website.  Eddie provided recommendations for future program committees.   

Future Sites JoAnna Dickey
JoAnna Dickey provided a report.  The meetings for the next 3 years are as follows:  1) 2010 meeting will be held in Mobile, AL, 2) 2011 in Oxford, 
MS, and 3) 2012 meeting in Lexington, KY.  Cliff has a proposal contract from Dr. Larry Daniels.   Linda requested a proposal from Larry and not just 
a contract.  Linda asked for a Proposal Form that members could fill out for future sites.  

2010 Local Arrangements Gahan Bailey, Chair
Gahan Bailey distributed a report that described details about the Mobile meeting.  She is seeking monetary contributions from five Alabama 
universities to pay fees for Mr. Winston Groom, keynote speaker.   

Evaluation Committee Rose Jones, Co-Chair
Julie Holmes submitted a report.  There were no online evaluations submitted.  Most people were satisfied and very satisfied and most plan to 
attend next year.   The two biggest complaints were “No Shows” and “Noise”. 

Participation Randy Parker
Linda Kondrick asked Randy to track presenter participation and research what has been decided in the past.  How can we keep track of “No 
Shows”?  Since proceedings are posted after the conference, papers not presented should not be posted as proceedings.  A procedural way to 
handle this problem needs to be developed.

Nominations Dana Thames
Dana Thames distributed a report.  The nominations committee will seek two candidates for each office.

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

Membership Paige Baggett, Co-Chair
Eddie Shaw shared a report from Paige Baggett.  He distributed a letter that can be used to invite colleagues to come to MSERA.  The letter is 
available in electronic format.  Eddie also shared a tri-fold brochure “An Invitation to Participate”.  Any corrections can be given to Eddie.    

MSER Foundation Cliff Hofwolt
Cliff distributed minutes from MSERF 2009 Fall Board meeting.    Two names were left off the report for student researchers:  Steven McCullar and 
Dolores Cormier-Zenon.  Ava Pugh is the new Foundation President.  The balance in checking is $13,251.  Six students received $200 checks in 
support of their successfully being selected to present during the Research in Progress sessions.   MSER Foundation agreed to continue support for 
the Outstanding Paper Award at the current amount of $250 and will continue to support the MSERA Website up to the amount of $250 per year. 

Alabama Representative Nancy Fox
Charlie Notar reported for Nancy Fox.  Alabama supported the 2009 MSERA conference with 129 presenters. A total of 44 content sessions were 
presented by Alabama members. Eleven Alabama colleges, universities, and agencies were represented in the annual conference program.  In the 
planning for the 2010 Mobile conference, the Alabama representative will contact all college of education deans at Alabama universities during 
summer, 2010 encouraging proposals from their respective colleges.  A reminder will be sent again as the proposal deadline nears the final date for 
submissions.   Reminder emails will be sent in September and October to encourage attendance at the conference in November in Mobile. It is 
anticipated that this will be a great year for the Alabama attendees since Alabama is the host state! 



Kentucky Representative JoAnna Dickey
JoAnna distributed a report.    She attended as many member presentations at the 2009 conference as schedule permitted.  Colleges and 
universities who are institutional members were contacted.  They were thanked for their support and were provided some information about the 
MSERA 2010 conference which will be in Lexington, KY.   

Louisiana Representative Betty Porter
Kathy Campbell reported for Betty Porter.  Betty has developed a database of all who have attended from Louisiana in the last 3 years.  She will 
also use the information from Charlie to promote the fall conference.       

Mississippi  Representative  Rose Jones
A report was not given.

At-Large Representative Kathleen Campbell
Kathleen has been talking to faculty about MSERA and will go to other departments.  She is recruiting graduate students for the 2010 conference. 
Linda asked Kathleen to form a committee and develop a manual for the State and At-Large Representatives that will contain suggestions for 
activities to promote MSERA.

At-Large Representative Eddie Shaw
Eddie has been concentrating on local arrangements for 2010 conference.  He suggested that members place a link to the MSERA website on their 
college website.  

At-Large Representative Charlie Notar
Charlie gave Nancy Fox all email addresses for deans of universities in Alabama.  He can also provide that to other representatives.  Linda asked 
Charlie to email that list to the state reps.

At-Large Representative Rebecca Robichaux
Rebecca reported that she is promoting the 2010 conference through the letter and brochure.

MSERA RESEARCH FOCUS OFFERINGS AND PUBLICATIONS

Researcher Lynn Howerton
Lynn distributed a report.  He provided a Planning Calendar and Deadlines for 2010.  He anticipates adding pages for the May issue due to the 
promotion of the anniversary meeting.  Ole Miss will pay for printing the publications for the anniversary meeting.

MSERA Mentors Linda Morse
David Morse reported that the mentors program has been successful.  Linda has contacted book publishers for door prizes.  Linda needs two slots 
for the mentor sessions.  There is now a “Check Box” on the registration form for Mentors to check.  Linda is working with former chairs for the 40th 

anniversary publication.

Archives & Website David Morse
David distributed a report.  There have been no publications since the last meeting.  The archive holdings are not as complete as David thought.  He 
has been scanning and posting the Researchers from the first issue.  David asked the board to pay for converting the Researchers to electronic 
format dating back to 2003 or 2004.  This would be a one-time fee of $250.  Cliff suggested requesting that the MSER Foundation pay for this.  Dana 
made a motion that the board provide $250 for converting Researchers (2003 to present) to electronic format.  Charlie seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried.  Cliff will ask the Foundation to reimburse the board for this expense.  David thanked the evaluation committee for collecting 
papers from most presenters.  David reported that he has most of the President’s reviews from past conferences.  He needs minutes for past years. 
Linda can provide minutes from her terms as secretary.  The web hosting fee is paid for by the MSER Foundation and the mirror site is free.

Proceedings John Petry
Linda reported for John.  John requested that the proceedings be sent as soon as possible, possibly when they are sent to the program chair.

AV Equipment Revisited Linda Kondrick
Charlie made a motion that only screens and no other AV equipment be provided for presenters.   Diane seconded the motion.  After a discussion, 
Charlie made a motion to amend the original motion to provide screens, carts, and power cords.  Diane seconded the motion to amend.  The 
motion carried on the amendment.  The motion carried on original motion. 

Presenters will be notified by the program chair when proposals are accepted.  The notification will also be published in the Researcher and on the 
MSERA Website.  



Linda adjourned the meeting at 5:50 PM.

February 27, 2010

Members Present:  Charlie Notar, Cliff Hofwolt, Rose Jones, Dana Thames, Julie Holmes, David Morse, Harry Bowman, 
Lynn Howerton, Linda Kondrick, Eddie Shaw, Randy Parker, Diane Richardson, Jane Nell Luster, 

Donna Herring, Gahan Bailey, Kathy Campbell, Joanna Dickey

Linda called the meeting to order at 8:45.  A revised agenda was presented.  

40th Anniversary Meeting Walter Matthews, Rebecca Robichaux
Walt gave a report on the plans for the 40th Anniversary meeting.  May 3rd is the deadline for submitting information  to the copy editors.  A style 
sheet will be sent to all.  Walt asked that pictures of past conferences be sent to Carolyn Williams.  Robert Fox/Tim Angle at Ole Miss will pay for 
printing The Heritage Volume for the 2011 Conference.  All rooms are $96.  Call the Inn at Ole Miss for reservations.  The Spring Board meeting will 
be Feb. 25-26, 2011 with the anniversary meeting on 24th.  The anniversary conference will be Nov. 1-4, 2011.  

Operations Manual Harry Bowman
Charlie made a motion to accept changes to the Operations Manual as presented.  Dana seconded.  There was no discussion.  The motion carried.

Operations Review Jane Nell Luster
Jane Nell looked back through past minutes from 2005 forward.  Jane Nell asked past presidents Walt Mathews, Harry Bowman, Carolyn Kazelkis, 
David Morse, Gyspy Abbott, Scott Bower, Dana Thames, Eddie Shaw, and Linda Kondrick to be on the committee.  A process was described in the 
2006 minutes but much guidance was never formalized.  The committee will determine what is working and what modifications are needed.  This 
committee will also work with any group that has been assigned tasks that involve operational procedures in the manual.  

Linda suggested that the local arrangements committee be in charge of securing the contract for the meeting.  At this time, the local arrangements 
committee negotiates but does not see the final contract.  

Linda expressed appreciation to Cliff from the board for his great work in so many roles.  

2011 Local Arrangements Robert Fox
Plans for the Ole Miss conference were presented.  The Inn at Ole Miss Hotel and Convention Center will be the conference site.  The complex has 
been remodeled.  A fleet of vehicles can transport attendees from the airport at the cost of $100 round trip per person or $60 one way.  A free 
shuttle can take attendees to and from the square in the evenings.  Continental breakfast is included in the room rate.  Dana thanked Sarah 
Blackwell, Ann Monroe, and Dr. Robert Fox for their help with local arrangements and especially for printing the program at no cost to MSERA.

Future Sites Gahan Bailey
Gahan went over the Florida proposal.  Kathy made the motion to accept the Florida proposal as submitted.  Rose seconded the motion.  The board 
discussed the contract.  Dates for the conference are Nov. 5-8, 2013.  Cliff will speak with an insurance agent regarding event insurance since 
November is hurricane season.  Joanna noted that no other proposals have been submitted.  The motion carried.  Linda thanked Gahan and Eddie 
for their work in arranging the Spring Board meeting.

Budget Advisory Randy Parker
Dana and Jane Nell worked with Randy on this committee.  It is estimated that MSERA will spend about the same amount of money on the Mobile 
meeting as the Baton Rouge meeting.  MSERA has not had an increase in fees since 1998.  The committee would like to recommend registration fee 
and membership fee increases beginning with Mobile.    

     Membership
The committee recommended an increase in membership dues from $25 to $50 for professionals and from $15 to $25 for students.  Charlie made a 
motion to accept the recommendation.  Joanna seconded the motion.   The motion carried.

     Conference Registration
The committee recommended conference registration fee increases as follows:  
Pre-registration:  Member Professional=$85, Member Student=$45, Non-member Professional=$115, Non-member Student=$65.  
Onsite:  Member Professional=$100, Member Student=$60, Non-member Professional=$135, Non-member Student=$85.  
Walter does not expect an increase in costs for the Ole Miss conference.  

Charlie made a motion to accept the conference registration increases as shown above.  Rose seconded the motion.  After discussion, a vote was 
taken.  The motion carried.



Charlie made a motion to adjourn.  Rose seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am.



 

 

Mid-South Educational Research Association 
2009 Board of Directors Meeting 

Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center 
Baton Rouge, LA 
March 6-7, 2009 

 
Members Present:  Tony Onwuegbuzie, Harry Bowman, Diane Swain, Linda Kondrick, Rose Jones, Nancy 
Fox, Chris Young, Donna Herring, Charles Notar, Jane Nell Luster, Lynn Howerton, JoAnna Dickey, 
Eddie Shaw, Cliff Hofwolt, Dana Thames, Dr. Tom Burnham, Dean of College of Education, University of 
Mississippi, Walter Mathews, Rebecca Robichaux, Bob Rassmussen, Randy Parker, Betty Porter, Julie 
Holmes, Janene Hemmen, Melissa Burgess  
 

Organization Business 
 
Welcome                               Dana Thames, President 
President Dana Thames called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm.  She thanked all who responded to emails 
and gave input.  Dana commended Randy Parker for a great job in Tennessee.  She explained the process of 
considering Mississippi for 2011 since the conception place of MESRA was Mississippi.  JoAnna 
explained how the Kentucky membership was polled on the issue of  the 40th Anniversary Conference and 
that the majority of responders were in favor of changing the Kentucky year from 2011 to 2012 to allow 
Mississippi to host the anniversary conference .  Dana thanked JoAnna for consulting the Kentucky 
MSERA members.  JoAnna, co-chair of the future sites committee, shared that Florida had submitted a 
proposal to host the 2012 conference.   
 
Dr. Tom Burnham gave a presentation regarding the University of Mississippi at Oxford, Mississippi 
hosting the 2011 MSERA conference.  He discussed the facilities and services available, as well as 
available tours and sites to visit in the area.  He was questioned about housing and stated that housing will 
not be an issue.  Parking issues were discussed and Dr. Burnham indicated that parking will not be a 
problem.  Gloria made a motion to change locations for the 2011 conference from Kentucky to Mississippi 
and to accept the proposal.  Rose seconded the motion. After discussion Gloria withdrew her motion.  
JoAnna discussed a survey that she submitted to her Kentucky delegation regarding change of years for 
Kentucky hosing the conference.  Based on the results of the survey, she made the motion to move the 
dates for Kentucky hosting MSERA from 2011 to 2012.  Randy seconded the motion.  After discussion, 
Dana called for a vote.  The motion carried.  Gloria made a motion to change the 2011 conference to 
Mississippi and to accept the proposal from the University of Mississippi.  Rose seconded the proposal.  
After discussion, Dana called for a vote.  The motion carried.  Cliff will update the Kentucky proposal.   
 
Dana asked members to introduce themselves. 
 
Local Arrangements      Jane Nell Luster, Betty Porter 
Jane Nell presented members with a “Happy Bag” from the local arrangements committee and welcomed 
all to Baton Rouge.   
 
 
40th Anniversary Co-Chair     Walter Mathews 
Walter Mathews, Co-Chair of the 40th Anniversary Celebration/Conference, discussed plans for the 
meeting.  He suggested that a MSERA Commemorative Volume for the 40th Anniversary Conference be 
published.  An outline for the publication was provided with assignments/volunteers.  Randy asked for 
additional volunteers and ideas.  Walter would like to include everyone who wants to be a part.   
 
Bob made suggestions about the luncheon and shared his vision about the celebration.  Other suggestions 
included:  1) Develop a slogan, 2) Focus on people involved and what MSERA has meant over the years, 3) 
Use social events to tie all of the activities together, and 4) Provide an oral history.  Julie volunteered to do 
Story Courts.  Walter also suggested that we consider what MSERA will look like in the future.  Donna 
Herring and Rebecca Robichaux will work towards getting info from past members.  Walter suggested 
having a shared database where all could  add email addresses and contact information without duplicating 



 

 

the process.  Betty Porter volunteered to arrange the development of the shared database.  Email addresses 
for chairs for 2011 conference were provided on the last page of the outline.   
 
President Dana Thames provided a notebook with Board Member Information for the March 2009 meeting.  
She explained revisions for the 2009 Operations manual including the Constitution and By-Laws, 
Procedures, and Facts, Answers, and Questions.  She noted that all sections are available on the MSERA 
website.  The updated Operations Manual was provided in the notebook.  Harry Bowman will check the 
updated Operations Manual and will edit the document to be consistent with the wording of the 
Constitution and By-Laws.  Linda Kondrick is working on sections 3 and 4.  Dana asked all members to 
watch for emails from Linda. 
 
The issue of the tie vote at the Fall 2008 business meeting was discussed.  Harry Bowman suggested that a 
parliamentarian be present when elections are scheduled.  Eddie Shaw suggested documentation be 
required for nominations from the floor.  Dana suggested that procedures for nomination from floor be 
added to the constitution.  Betty made a motion that the nominations committee develop a procedure for 
nominations from the floor.  The motion was seconded by JoAnna. After discussion, Dana called for the 
vote.  The motion carried unanimously.  The procedures should be in place for the Fall 2009 meeting and 
should be published in the August Researcher. 
 
Melissa Burgess made a presentation on Second Life as a possibility for virtual conference sessions at 
future conferences.  She explained that this is an option that cost no money.  Dana suggested that our 
conference consider taking advantage of this technology in future conferences.  
 
Dana asked members to look at the proposed budget provided behind Tab 1 in the Board notebook.  In 
order to figure the 2009 proposed budget, Dana averaged the budgets from past years and added a 15% 
increase.  She placed two additional items in the budget:  1) $1000 for local arrangements committee, and 
2) $5,000 for the 40th Anniversary Conference planning committee (a one time line item).  Diane Swain 
made a motion we approve the 2009 budget of $29083.05.  Rose Jones seconded the motion.  There was no 
discussion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Dana adjourned the meeting at 5:00 and reminded all that dinner will be provided at 6:00 pm in the 
restaurant.  The board meeting will begin at 8:30 am on Saturday morning in same room.  



 

 

March 7, 2009 
 
Dana called the meeting to order at 8:35 am. 
 
Welcome       Linda Kondrick, Vice President 
Linda Kondrick reported on the progress on the Operations manual.  She discussed the additional detail and 
noted that time tables have been added.   
 
Review of Minutes      Donna Herring, Secretary 
Donna discussed two changes made in the Fall 2008 minutes.   Randy made a motion to accept the minutes.   
Diane seconded.  The motion carried.  Donna made a motion to post the approved minutes on the web.  
Donna will attempt to get previous meetings to David Morse for posting on the web.  The motion was 
seconded and carried unanimously.  Linda suggested that we pilot Google docs in order for members to 
make changes to the minutes.  Donna made a motion to post the minutes on Google Docs so that members 
can make edits.  Linda seconded.  The motion was carried unanimously.  Donna will post the minutes on 
Google Docs and members will make edits if necessary.  Harry stated that the minutes become official after 
4 weeks of being posted.  Donna will send a list of motions to Harry Bowman, the President Elect, and the 
Executive Director after each meeting.  Harry will determine if additions need to be made to the bylaws.   
 
Past President’s Comments     Randy Parker 
Randy welcomed all to Baton Rouge and the Hilton Capitol Center.  Dana thanked Randy for his work. 
 
Executive Director’s Report     Cliff Hofwolt 
Cliff provided a copy of the Accountant’s Review Report and gave a summary of the review of MSERA 
books.  The review stated that no material modifications should be made to the accompanying financial 
statements in order for them to be in conformity with the cash basis of accounting.  An Itemized 
Income/Expense statement for 2008 was provided as well as a Budget Analysis from 1997 thru 2008.    He 
reported that the current balance in the  bank is about $40,000 and around $41,000 in a money market 
account.  Approximately 331 attended the Knoxville conference.  Jane Nell asked that registrations versus 
dues be tracked in the income statement.  Dana agreed that the information would be helpful.   
 
The MSERA registration software was discussed.  The software now forces the user to enter info in 
required fields in order to move forward.  The user automatically gets an email along with the program 
chair regarding info submitted.  Cliff is also working towards including a program planning tool in the 
software.  The ability to join a program committee has been disabled from the proposal submission process.  
Cliff agreed to have the submission process open by March 31, 2009 and anticipated closing it on June 15, 
2009.  The executive board will test the software in the next few days.  Dana thanked Cliff for his work.  
 
Development Committee Chair’s Report    Charlie Notar 
Charlie reported that he had visited all web sites of universities with a College of Education to update 
addresses and contact information.  He plans to send a cover letter and include an invoice for Institutional 
Membership this year.  He will send a second letter for those that do not respond.  Charlie reported that 
there are two levels of institutional memberships:  1) $250 and 2) $400.  The $250 membership includes the 
university name in the program and provides the dean with membership and all publications.  The $400 
membership adds membership for four.  Charlie submitted a report that listed the 2009 Institutional 
Members at each level.  The report also included a list of institutions that did not renew their memberships. 
 
40th Anniversary Co-Chair     Walter Mathews 
Walter commended the committee on their professionalism and work with MSERA. 
 
Constitution and Bylaws      Harry Bowman 
Harry did not have additional information to report.   
 
2009 Program Co-Chairs      Eddie Shaw, Julie Holmes 
Eddie reported the committee’s plan to have software in place to design the MSERA program for the fall 
conference.  The committee is interested in exploring the possibilities of virtual presentations.  Dana asked 



 

 

Melissa and Tony to provide a strand for virtual presentations via Second Life at the 2010 Mobile 
conference.  Tony agreed.  Eddie asked for volunteers to assist with proposal reviews.  Dana suggested that 
we pilot a couple virtual presentations at the Fall 2009 conference.  Dana commended Eddie for his work. 
 
Future Site       Patrick Kariuki, JoAnna Dickey 
Jo Anna submitted a report.  Cliff will update the Kentucky proposal for 2012.  Several MSERA members 
have volunteered to work on the Future Sites committee.  JoAnna will be contacting those.  It was noted 
that contracts have been signed for Mobile.  Dana will notify Larry Daniels of changes for 2012 and inform 
him of the next open year should Florida want to submit a proposal for hosting the conference. 
 
2010 Local Arrangements     Gahan Bailey, Eddie Shaw 
Eddie provided a handout and brochures of conference hotels and area attractions in Mobile.  These will be 
available for attendees at the Kentucky Conference.  The conference will be split between two hotels.  The 
actual conference hotel is located at Riverview.  Some luncheons and/or events will be held at The Battle 
House which is less than 2 blocks away.  Sleeping rooms will be blocked at both hotels.  The Battle House 
is more expensive but attendees will have both options. 
 
Researcher      Lynn Howerton, Mary Jane Bradley 
Lynn provided handouts.   Due dates were provided regarding items for the Researcher.  Lynn explained 
the Production Planning Calendar and the Contributor Responsibilities and Deadlines.  The 40th 
Anniversary Conference will be covered in the Researcher.   
 
Research in the Schools      Tony Onwuegbuzie, John Slate  
Tony submitted a status report from the Research In The Schools editors.  He commended Janene for her 
great work.  Tony and Janene described an Internal Review process that was put in place to save reviewers 
time.  He noted that Janene is doing the typesetting.  It is very time consuming and slows down the process 
but saves money.  The next issue will be in March and one will follow in June.  The June issues will 
include an editorial on APA.  Outstanding Reviewers were listed in Tony‘s report.  The information is 
posted on the RITS website.  Cliff will send certificates to the award recipients.  Tony asked members to 
encourage people to submit a manuscript.  Randy commended Tony on the electronic review process.  
Tony asked for recommendations for reviewers.  Janene hopes to have FAST Track ready soon. 
 
 
Evaluation Co-Chairs     Julie Holmes, Mary Nell McNeese 
A report of the evaluations was compiled by Eddie.  Copies of the report were provided.  There were lots of 
good feedback and positive comments.  Three major problems were evident:  1)  No shows are a problem, 
2) Lack of available technology is also a negative, and 3) Overheads are not used much.  Julie explained 
that presenters expect technology to be in place.  She also stated that lack of program availability at the 
conference is a problem.  Several suggestions were made.    Dana asked Jane Nell and Betty to explore 
possible solutions for providing better access to the program for those who do no have a program once they 
get to the conference. 
Betty made a motion to send a letter to no-shows with a copy to their deans concerning the fact that they 
did not show for their presentation.  It would include those who notified the program chair that they were 
cancelling and those who do not.  The letter would specify that as well.  Julie seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried  unanimously.  Dana will take care of sending the letter.  Donna suggested that a no-
show/cancellation list be passed to the next program chair.  Several suggestions were made regarding the 
presider problems.  One suggestion was that one of the presenters in the session be the presider (like 
LERA).  Tony suggested that the person who goes last be the presider and keep up with time.  Jane Nell 
suggested a combination that would involve more members.  A presider could be assigned with the last 
presenter as back-up.  Eddie and Julie will work on a best solution. 
 
Nominations        Randy Parker 
Randy announced that the call for nominations was in the recent Researcher.  He is putting together a 
committee to assist with nominations.  The following positions need nominees:  At least 3 At-Large 
Members, a 2-year term Graduate Student Representative, Vice-president/President Elect, and the 
SDE/LEA Representative.  Randy asked for assistance in developing the slate of officers.  Randy noted that 



 

 

representatives can serve two terms.  
 
MSER Foundation       Rob Kennedy 
Minutes from the Thursday, November 6, 2008 meeting of MSER Foundation were included in the 
notebook.  Dana thanked the Foundation for their financial support to graduate students. 
 
Graduate Student Advisory      Michelle Georgette Haj-Boussard 
       Pam Broadston 
A report from the Graduate Student Advisory Committee was provided in the notebook.  Randy reported 
that Michelle and Pam are excited to continue the RIP sessions.  They would like to add a poster session for 
graduate students.  The breakfast and social events for graduate students will continue.  A notation in the 
program to indicate sessions that would be helpful for graduate students may be added. 
 
MSERA Mentors       Linda Morse 
A report was not provided. 
 
Archives & Website       David Morse 
Dana reported that David has requested funds for managing the MSERA website.  The Foundation will 
provide the financial support for David’s request.  Look for changes to be made to the website. 
 
 
Proceedings        John Petry 
A report was not provided.  Dana commended John for his work. 
 
Membership      Paige Baggett, Rebecca Robichaux 
A membership report was provided and listed activities for the coming months.  Julie shared a sample copy 
of the membership brochure.  Paige and Rebecca would like feedback on the brochure.   
 
Alabama Representative       Nancy Fox 
Nancy stated that the numbers of attendees from Alabama was very good at the Knoxville conference.  She 
shared plans for promoting the conference to Alabama universities.  Nancy plans to work with Charlie to 
distribute info on the Fall conference to key people at Alabama universities.  Charlie shared that he had 
email addresses for key university personnel and would be glad to share that info with state representatives.  
Dana asked Charlie to send that info to state representatives. 
 
Arkansas Representative       Pamela Broadston 
A report was not provided.  Dana will send this later. 
 
Kentucky Representative      JoAnna Dickey 
JoAnna distributed a report.  She contacted Kentucky professors who were accepted  to present prior to the 
Fall 2008 conference to welcome them and provide information.  She also visited sessions conducted by 
Kentucky presenters.  JoAnna’s report included the survey results discussed earlier.  She requested that the 
Executive Committee send a letter/e-mail to the Kentucky membership explaining the re-location/re-
scheduling of the 2011 conference and thanking the Kentucky membership for their cooperation.  Dana 
agreed to do this. 
 
Louisiana Representative      Betty Porter 
Betty has developed a database of all who have attended from Louisiana in the last 3 years.  She will also 
use the information from Charlie to promote the Fall conference.   
 
Mississippi Representative      Rose Jones 
A report was provided in the notebook.  Rose will use the information from Charlie to promote the Fall 
conference to Mississippi members.  She requested a list of Mississippi members and email addresses from 
Cliff.  
 
 



 

 

Tennessee Representative      Barbara Young 
A report was not provided.  Randy reported that Barbara was excited about working with MSERA. 
 
At-Large        David Bell 
A report was not provided. 
 
At-Large        Julie Holmes 
Julie shared a poster she developed for LERA with info about MSERA and the Baton Rouge conference.  
She gave information to LERA attendees.  She offered the poster for use at other conferences.  Randy 
announced that he has some red MSERA luggage tags available.   
 
At-Large        Eddie Shaw 
Eddie shared that he attended  a workshop on taking the PRAXIS II.  He hopes to start a WIKI with tips for 
passing the PRAXIS II for students.  Eddie will send an email when the WIKI is up.  
 
At-Large        Diane Swain 
Diane plans to send an electronic invitation to join MSERA to their large number of online students.  This 
would reach students all over the world. 
 
Graduate Student Representative      Christopher Young 
Chris would like to send information to graduate professors who teach Graduate Research classes and ask 
them to share the info with their graduate research students.  He asked the committee members to send him 
names and/or email addresses of Graduate Research instructors at their institutions.  Dana suggested getting 
email addresses for Graduate Student Councils at different universities as well.  Chris will work with Pam 
and Linda to promote MSERA to graduate students.  Chris suggested that graduate students in RIP get their 
check ahead of the conference.  This could help graduate students better afford MSERA and possibly stay 
for the entire conference. 
 
Distinguished Awards       Linda Kondrick 
Linda will use the email addresses from Charlie to send out information about the awards.  Linda asks for 
volunteers to serve on the review committee. 
 
Publications & Communications      Rob Kennedy 
A report was included in the notebook. 
 
Distinguished Awards       Richard Kazelskis 
A report was not provided. 
 
Linda made a motion to adjourn at 11:47 am.  Julie seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Mid South Educational Research Association
Minutes

Spring Board Meeting
February 1-2, 2008

Knoxville, TN
February 1, 2008
Members Present:  Randy Parker, Bill Spencer, JoAnna Dickey, Linda Kondrick, 
Dana Thames, Donna Herring, Julie Holmes, Cliff Hofwolt, Eddie Shaw, Patrick 
Kariuki, Charles Notar, Linda Boswell, Gary Skolits, Chris Skinner, Betty 
Porter

Welcome—Randy Parker
President Randy Parker called the meeting to order at 3:10 EST.  He welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and asked members to introduce themselves.  He 
provided an overview of the weekend events, locations, and times.

Minutes—Donna Herring
The minutes of the Fall 2007 Board Meeting and Fall 2007 Business Meeting 
were submitted by secretary, Donna Herring.  Minutes were reviewed by board 
members present.  No revisions were recommended.  Motions were made 
separately to accept minutes from each meeting.  The minutes from both 
meetings were approved as submitted.  Randy reminded members that elected 
members of the board were the voting members.

President’s Comments—Randy Parker
Randy reiterated how important it is to work together to conduct the work of 
the organization and provide the framework for producing a quality experience 
for our annual conference. 

Past President’s Comments—Bill Spencer
Bill thanked everyone who worked with him last year, especially Randy who 
supported and helped him.  He also thanked all for their thoughts and prayers 
and announced that his last report was good.

Vice-President/President Elect—Dana Thames
Dana expressed her appreciation for the opportunity to serve the organization 
and looks forward to supporting Randy in his role as President.    

Executive Director’s Report—Cliff Hofwolt
Cliff submitted the Executive Director’s Report which showed an opening 
checking account balance from 2006 of $30,032.63.  Total Income for the year 
was $35,530.71 and Total Expenses were $34,496.50, which leaves a profit of 
$1,034.21 for the year.  He noted that he collected some funds from last year 
and reported a checking account balance of $41, 319.33.  He also noted that 
MSERA has approximately $40,000 in a trust fund.  Cliff pointed out that 
MSERA has approximately $80,000 and is in good shape financially.  

Budget Advisory—Bill Spencer/Cliff Hofwolt
Cliff distributed a Budget Analysis which compared conference budgets for the 
past 10 years and pointed out that we began making money in 2001.  He 
specifically noted the Institutional Memberships for the past two years and 
shared that we have not raised our dues and conference registration in 10 
years.  He commended Linda for exceptional work in keeping the cost of the 
Arkansas conference low.  He reported that 269 of the 279 members attended 
the conference and that 295 others did not renew their membership.  Cliff 
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expressed the need to get our membership back up and discussed plans for 
contacting past members and encouraging them to join again.  He reported that 
we have contracts in place for the Hilton, Baton Rouge for 2009 conference 
and Mobile for 2010 conference.  Randy commended Patrick and Susan for their 
diligent work on the future sites committee.

Alabama Representative—Rebecca Giles
Rebecca could not attend the meeting. 
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Arkansas Representative—Linda Kondrick
Linda reported that she has revised the tri-fold brochure and has a draft. 
Once proofed will she will send to membership committee and to Cliff to 
distribute.  She distributes an electronic copy to all Arkansas members and 
will make sure all state reps have a copy to distribute as well.  Cliff and 
Linda indicated that state reps should receive the tri-fold within the week. 
She also sends hard copies to Arkansas members. 

Kentucky Representative—JoAnna Dickey
JoAnna reported that last year she emailed information to institutional 
members.  She received responses regarding the website not being updated in a 
timely manner.  Cliff stated that the website should be able to accept 
proposals no later than April 1, 2008.  That will provide 3 months for 
proposals to be submitted.   

Mississippi Representative—Dana Thames
Dana reported that the executive committee will meet and name a Mississippi 
representative replacement.  She sent out packets, including the tri-fold 
brochure and a call for proposal, last year after the spring board meeting. 
She found that to be very helpful and discussed how sending the information 
early enabled attendees to seek funding early.  

Tennessee Representative—Patrick Kariuki
Patrick distributed a report describing his activities.  He is inviting as 
many people as possible to come to Knoxville.  He is contacting research 
professors in the colleges that are not usually represented at MSERA and 
asking them to participate.  He is also recruiting students from his research 
classes.  Chris expects us to draw from UT graduates.  He suggested promoting 
poster session more and suggested that poster sessions be in high traffic 
areas.  Eddie suggested that Friday could be a large poster session starting 
around 10:30.

At-Large Representative—Eddie Shaw
Eddie reported that he will send brochures, letters, and emails about the 
conference to Alabama institutions.

At-Large Representative—Julie Holmes
Julie distributed a report outlining her goals for the year.  She plans to 
develop a MSERA display to use at LERA to encourage attendance in Knoxville.  

At-Large Representative—Gloria Swain
Gloria was not able to travel to the meeting.  

At-Large Representative—David Bell
David was not present for the meeting.

SDE/LDE Representative—Linda Boswell
Randy welcomed Linda to the board.  She asked for ideas and suggestions.

Graduate Student Representative—Kevin Walker
Kevin was not present for the meeting.

MSER Foundation—Rob Kennedy
Rob was not present for the meeting but sent the minutes of the 2007 Fall 
MSER Foundation Board meeting.  Randy noted that Gahan, Dana, Cliff, Bill and 
Chris attended the meeting.  Dana, Bill, and Cliff gave a brief overview of 
the function of the MSER Foundation.  It was suggested that the reference to 
the MSER Luncheon in the program be replaced with MSER Foundation Board 
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Meeting Luncheon.  This would make it clear that the luncheon is for MSER 
Foundation Board members only. 

Archives—David Morse
David was not present for the meeting.

Constitution and Bylaws—Harry Bowman
Harry was not present for the meeting.  Randy reported that there were no 
changes.

Future Site—Patrick Kariuki/Susan Santoli
Patrick would like to involve JoAnna in selecting future site possibilities 
for a Kentucky 2012 conference.  He stated that he is looking forward to 
planning a conference in Kentucky.

Local Arrangements—Chris Skinner/Gary Skolits
Chris asked for suggestions and ideas from others.  Cliff distributed a 
breakdown on cost of special events from last year.  

Randy asked for input on selecting a keynote speaker for the upcoming 
conference.  The motion was made and carried to recess at 5:00 pm EST and 
reconvene on Saturday morning at 8:30 am EST.

February 2, 2008
The meeting was reconvened at 8:40 EST.

Distinguished Awards—Dana Thames
Dana will be putting together a committee for the distinguished awards. 
Randy asked for suggestions for getting more proposals and interest in the 
Outstanding Paper and Outstanding Dissertation awards.  Dana suggested that a 
flyer be sent or information emailed to graduate studies offices to give more 
visibility for these awards.  Charley suggested that the proposal process 
include an option to note that the proposal is also being submitted for an 
award.  Linda suggested that the process for reviewing proposals submitted 
for an award be streamlined.

Graduate Student Advisory—Michelle Haj-Boussard/Pam Broadston
Michelle and Pam were not present for the meeting.  A report was included in 
the packet.  

Evaluation—Eddie Shaw and Julie Holmes
Eddie distributed a report and discussed the items.  Several ideas were 
discussed for moving the awards ceremony to another time.  It was suggested 
that we leave the awards at the same time this year but have a question on 
the 2008 conference evaluation to get feedback regarding the best time for 
the awards presentation.

2008 Program/Online Submission—Linda Kondrick/Cliff Hofwolt
Cliff provided a comprehensive demonstration of the new online submission 
software.  Members asked questions and provided feedback on the software. 
Randy thanked Cliff for the demonstration and for his dedicated work in 
ensuring the system meets the needs of MSERA.  Cliff will work to have the 
system ready no later than April 1, 2008.  Linda suggested that in future 
years, the online submissions system be open by the time the February 
Researcher goes out.  Randy expressed his appreciation for the collaboration 
and support from members for improving the system.
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Development—Charles Notar
Charley asked for suggestions regarding letters and emails to deans.  Cliff 
discouraged the use of emails with deans.  Charley will send out letters in 
the Spring for 2009 Institutional membership.

Membership—Paige Baggett/Rebecca Robichaux
Paige and Rebecca were not present.  They are working with Linda on the tri-
fold brochure.

MSERA Mentors—Linda Morse
Linda was not present.  She will work with local arrangements for scheduling 
rooms.

Proceedings—John Petry
John was not present.  He and Loraine Allen are working to get the 
proceedings on the website.

Website—David Morse
David was not present for the meeting.

2008 Program—Linda Kondrick
Linda asked about the policy for “no shows”.  A policy does not appear to be 
in place.  Cliff pointed out that attendees were limited to two proposals.  

Nominations—Bill Spencer
Bill provided a report.  There is a call for nominations in the February 
Researcher.  Bill will ask the nominations committee to suggest a slate of 
officers that will be presented at the November conference.  Descriptions of 
duties for each office are in the operations manual. 

Louisiana Representative—Betty Porter
Betty distributed a report.  She reported that they are ready to move forward 
with future conferences in Louisiana.  She plans to make contacts in an 
effort to get membership up in the state.

Publications & Communications—Rob Kennedy
Rob was not present for the meeting.

Research in the Schools—Tony Onwuegbuzie/John Slate
Tony and John were not present for the meeting.  The editorship has been 
switched to Sam Houston University in Texas for the remaining year of the 
five year contract.  Bill suggested that the board give Randy the directive 
to seek editors for the next five years and to work with Rob to publish 
guidelines on the web and send out an announcement/call for interest.  Tony 
and John are preparing issues 1 and 2 for 2008.  The board will need to make 
a decision at the November meeting for the next five years.  Linda noted that 
this procedure is normal since the original five year contract is ending.

Researcher—Lynn Howerton/Mary Jane Bradley
Lynn and Mary Jane were not present for the meeting.    Their report, along 
with responsibilities and deadlines, was included in the packet.  Julie took 
pictures in their absence.  Cliff suggested that we acknowledge Arkansas 
State for their contributions to the Researcher.  This is the ten year 
anniversary of the Researcher.

LERA Liaison—Randy Parker
L.E.R.A. was discussed earlier.  Information was provided in Betty’s report.
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Exhibits & Vendors—Julie Holmes
Julie provided a report.  Interest from vendors is normally low.  Space for 
vendors may be an issue.  This issue of vendors sponsoring events was 
discussed.  Since vendors typically want time to present their product, Cliff 
suggested that the program chair determine if space is available to 
accommodate the needs of the vendor.  Vendor prospects/proposals should be to 
Julie by July 1, 2008. 

Other Business Items—Randy Parker
--Randy announced that Christie Buchannon will lead a tour of the conference 
facilities immediately following this 
    meeting 
--Randy asked for suggestions for the key note speaker.  
--Julie suggested that an area be set up to distribute information on 
becoming a MSERA committee member.       
    She is willing to organize this area.  
--Donna asked for a table for attendees registering on-site to fill out 
forms. 
--Eddie asked for a table for the evaluation committee 

A motion was made to adjourn.  The motion carried and the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:10 am EST.
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The Austin Hotel
Hot Springs, AR

April 27-28, 2007
Spring Board Meeting Minutes

Members Present:  Randy Parker, Betty Porter, Julie Holmes, Linda 
Kondrick, Sherry Shaw, David Morse, Donna Herring, Larry Daniel, Claribel 
Torres, Dana Thames, Eddie Shaw, Dianne Swann, JoAnna Dickey, Gail 
Hughes, Rob Kennedy, Lynn Howerton, Gahan Bailey, Harry Bowman, Cliff 
Hofwolt, and Bill Spencer.

Welcome—Bill Spencer
The meeting was called to order by President Bill Spencer at 3 o’clock.  He 
welcomed everyone to the spring meeting and thanked all for attending.  An 
email from John Petry expressing his regrets for not being able to attend 
was read to the group.   President Spencer asked members to introduce 
themselves and share their MSERA roles and responsibilities.  
 
Review of Minutes from Fall,2006—Donna Herring
The minutes of the Fall, 2006 Board Meeting were submitted by Linda 
Kondrick, former secretary of MSERA.  All suggested revisions were made 
by Donna Herring, present secretary of MSERA.  The revisions to the 
minutes are as follows:  1) Change of date to November 7th, 2006, 2) Change 
of balance in Executive Director’s Report to $40, 844.95, and 3) Change in 
Program Proposal Electronic Submission to “electronic form for reviewers is 
under consideration.”  The final copy of the revised minutes was e-mailed to 
President Bill Spencer on May 4th, 2007 for distribution to board members. 
These minutes, according to the by laws, are now accepted.

President’s Comments—Bill Spencer
President Bill Spencer expressed that we are later than usual with the 
spring meeting but that he is looking forward to working with all.  He made 
positive comments regarding the site for the 2007 conference.  

Past President’s Comments—Gahan Bailey
Past President Gahan Bailey thanked everyone for their support for all 
years, especially for this past year in Birmingham.  She felt that the 



conference in Birmingham was very successful with a great turnout.  She 
expressed that she is looking forward to the future and she hopes to get 
more members actively involved.

Vice-President Elect—Randy Parker
Vice-President Randy Parker thanked all for their vote of confidence.  He is 
working with the Executive Committee to review the Operations Manual.  He 
will be asking all board members to review their respective section(s) of the 
Operations Manual and send him any revisions, additions, or corrections.  His 
goal is to complete the process by June 30, 2007.   Randy is also contacting 
individuals to serve on the awards committee.  He invited board members to 
participate as well.  Randy would like to have at least 2 reviewers from each 
member state.  He will be working with the awards committee, program 
chair, and executive director to ensure a smooth review process and 
appropriate recognitions of all award winners.

Executive Director’s Report—Cliff Hofwolt
Cliff Hofwolt announced that 327 members and non-members registered for 
the Birmingham conference and that the current membership is 475.  He 
sent out membership updates to all members who did not register for the 
Birmingham Conference.  

Cliff gave a summery of the financial status for the previous year.  The 
opening balance was $33,155.80 followed by an income of $46,791.92 for a 
total income as of December 30, 2006 of $79,947.72.  Expenses thru 
December 31, 2006 were $44,777.77 which left a balance of $35, 169.95. 
He noted that we gained $2014.15 from last year.  Funds managed by MSERF 
for MSERA total $39,443.22 and is “held in trust.”   He expressed that we 
are in good shape financially.  

Cliff complimented Laurie for a great job obtaining the Institutional 
Memberships.   Cliff changed the membership spreadsheets to a FileMaker 
Pro database.  He gave all board members a copy of the 2007 Invitation for 
Membership form.   

Cliff has negotiated a contract with the Crown Plaza Hotel for the Knoxville 
2008 conference.  He is presently working to identify a local arrangements 
person for the Knoxville conference.  



Cliff stated that all bills were paid and deposits made in a timely manner. 
Cliff is preparing income tax returns for 2004, 2005, and 2006 in order to 
keep a non-profit status.  Gahan Bailey made a motion that the executive 
director be given the authority to seek out a tax accountant in order to 
prepare the MSERA taxes.  The motion was seconded by Randy Parker.  All 
approved.  Bill suggested that the same person do the annual audit as well as 
taxes.  Harry suggested an annual review be conducted instead of an audit.  

Cliff presented a document of Specifications for Planning an Annual Meeting 
of MSERA.   The plan included a time frame for when the annual meeting 
would be held, the structure of the annual meeting, and the need for 
breakout rooms and ballrooms.  Bill suggested that the specifications be 
used to check a future site for appropriateness.  Cliff will be able to work 
with the committee to help with selection of future sites.

Cliff shared that the current Operations Manual does not have a set of 
procedures in place should the president or executive director die.  Cliff is 
developing a plan that would provide appropriate MSERA board members 
access to the necessary information and electronic files in order to maintain 
continuity.   

Alabama Rep—Rebecca Giles
Rebecca Giles was not present.  She did not have a report to submit.

Arkansas Rep—Linda Kondrick
Linda Kondrick shared that the Arkansas delegation can hopefully offer 
assistance at the registration table.  They will also compile a favorites list of 
“must dos in Hot Springs” for conference participants.  They will continue 
the tradition of having an Arkansas delegation luncheon.  Linda will update 
the trifold handout.

Kentucky Representative—JoAnna Dickey
JoAnna Dickey reported that she is trying to get a list of members from 
Kentucky and will ask members to submit proposals.  She had questions on 
how to get institutional memberships.  Bill suggested that the state 
representative be notified when institution membership letters are sent. 
This would enable the state representative to make follow-up contacts.



Louisiana Rep—Betty Porter
Betty Porter stated that she is checking the member list to see who is not 
active and is working to increase membership in her state.  She is also 
checking on institutional memberships.

Mississippi Rep—Dana Thames
Dana Thames reported that she is asking higher learning at her university to 
sponsor memberships for graduate students. They are considering giving 
student memberships as an award.  She is also working on more institutional 
memberships.    

Tennessee Rep—Patrick Kariuki
Patrick Kariuki was not present.  He did not have a report to submit.

At-Large—Eddie Shaw
Eddie Shaw shared that he has compiled a list of traditionally black 
institutions of higher learning in Alabama and is planning to send a letter 
prior to time for proposal submissions.  He would like to encourage additional 
involvement for minority institutions to participate.  He asked that any 
board members with similar institutions in their state can send appropriate 
information to him and he will include in his mailing. 

At-Large—Julie Holmes
Julie Holmes reported that she will use information from the 2007 
conference evaluations in an attempt to make this year even better.  She is 
encouraging membership from new faculty in her university.  

At-Large—Diane Swann (Richardson)
Diane Swann is also asking organizations at her university to sponsor 
graduate memberships as an award. 

At-Large—Jack Klotz
Jack Klotz was not present.   He submitted a report that was included the 
packet.  

SDE/LDE Rep—Laura Boudreaux Pitre
Laura Boudreaux Pitre was not present.  She will make a report in fall.



Graduate Student Representative
President Spencer asked board members to submit suggestions for anyone 
that could serve in this capacity.

MSER Foundation—Rob Kennedy
Rob Kennedy shared the Fall, 2006 minutes of the MSER Foundation 
meeting.  He discussed the options for using the $1,000 contribution to 
MSERA that had been used for graduate student and new member activities. 
He stated that the Board decided to provide up to $1,000 to graduate 
students who apply and are accepted for presentation by Research in 
Progress.  He outlined the process that would be followed.  The process is 
documented in the Fall,2006 MSER Foundation meeting minutes.  He stated 
that the MSERA Website will continue to be supported up to the amount of 
$250 per year if requested by David Morse.  The Board will also continue to 
recognize contributors to MSERF in the membership issue of The MSERA 
Researcher and include a message of appreciation from the board in the 
program issue.

Archives—David Morse
David Morse reported that the archives of the organization are held in the 
Mississippi State University Mitchell Memorial Library, special collections 
department.  He said the archives holdings of publications are pretty much 
complete.  He asked that session presiders should continue to collect copies 
of papers and handouts for archives.  He asked for suggestions on how to 
get materials from symposiums, displays, and training sessions.  Bill 
suggested that we might take digital pictures of display sessions for 
archives.  David stated that the MSERA history is missing submissions 
covering the reigns of former presidents for 1997, 2001, 2004, 2005, and 
2006.  He asked for help in filling these gaps.  

Budget Advisory—Gahan Bailey/Cliff Hofwolt
Gahan Bailey and Cliff Hofwolt provided The MSERA budget analysis.  Cliff 
pointed out that in 2003, the Institutional Memberships kicked in.  He also 
stated that at some point, we transferred surplus money to the foundation 
to manage.  We will do that again when our balance becomes large.  He 
reported that publications cost were high last year due to sending 
publications to 2005 and 2006 member lists.  Cliff pointed out several 



trends from yearly figures.  It is now possible to track expenses on a yearly 
basis.  

Randy Parker made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:55.  Dana Thames 
seconded the motion.  All approved.

Saturday, April 28, 2007

The meeting reconvened at 8:10 while hotel staff delivered a continental 
breakfast.  

Constitution and Bylaws—Harry Bowman
Harry Bowman had no proposed changes to constitution and bylaws.

Development—Lawrence Leonard (Laurie)
Laurie Lenard was not present.  He submitted a report that was included in 
the packet.  A total of 41 institutional memberships were purchased and 3 
others were pledged but not completed.

Distinguished Awards—Randy Parker
Randy Parker stated that they are planning to give both awards this year. 
He has collected information on reviewers who have served on this 
committee before.  He has contacted some and plans to contact others to 
see if they will serve again.  He would like to have at least 2 reviewers from 
each state.  He asked that board members encourage colleagues to submit 
proposals.

Evaluation—Eddie Shaw & Julie Holmes
Eddie Shaw and Julie Holmes provided a report of the Evaluation Data from 
the 2006 Birmingham Annual Meeting.  They had a total of 141 evaluations 
completed.  The report contained Summary Statistics, Session Evaluations, 
Session Attendance, and Use of Equipment, along with a summary of 
comments.  Eddie pointed out specific likes, sessions to extend, things 
disliked, sessions to reduce, plus other suggestions.    

Future Site—Patrick Kariuki & Susan Santoli
Patrick Kariuki & Susan Santoli were not present.  A report was submitted 
and included in the packet.  President Bill Spencer led a discussion of the 



future site selection proposal.  He suggested that Louisiana (possibly New 
Orleans) be considered for the 2009 meeting.  Gahan and Eddie will check 
into possibilities for Alabama hosting the conference in 2010, while Dana will 
check for Mississippi possibilities for 2010.  A motion was made to accept 
the Future Site Selection Proposal.  The motion was seconded.  The proposal 
was accepted by unanimous vote.

Graduate Student Advisory—Sherry Shaw & Michelle Haj-Boussard
Sherry Shaw provided a report from the 2006 Annual Meeting.  She 
reported that a co-chair was added to the committee and that they have 
recruited 9 students to participate on the committee.  She shared that they 
had 5 submissions for RIP in 2005 and none in 2006.  They reported that 
approximately 30 student members attended the social and breakfast. 
Sherry thanked board members for attending the social and breakfast and 
for their support for the graduate students.  She discussed the possibility 
of undergraduate students presenting their research.  She suggested that 
the name might need to change to reflect both undergraduate and graduate 
students.  

Growth and Expansion—Larry Daniel
Larry Daniel reported that we have adequate information on MSERA 
participation by states outside the region.  Georgia and Florida routinely 
have a number of participating active members and sessions presented. 
Larry presented concerns regarding the expansion of the MSERA region.  He 
stated that there is clearly some interest in other states affiliating with 
MSERA.  Larry recommended that we pick one state at a time to see how 
the expansion affects the conference.   Eddie suggested we get feedback 
via the evaluation form to see how members felt about adding states to our 
region.  Gahan suggested that we let one of the states host the conference 
on an open year to see what the interest is.  Linda Kondrick made a motion to 
allow non-member states to submit a proposal to host the conference during 
open years.  Gahan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Local Arrangements—Linda Kondrick
Linda Kondrick discussed the meeting space for next year and noted that 
some rooms will be upstairs.  She stated that there is not a business center 
on site and that the contract does not specify which rooms we will be using. 
Linda thought that we should use all rooms on 2nd floor and 2 parlor rooms 



upstairs.  The convention center will provide information about Hot Springs 
for the conference participant’s packet.  Bill asked if the conference rate 
will apply on Monday night.  Linda agreed to check.  Rob noted that you can 
get a ticket for driving and talking on the cell phone in Hot Springs.  

Membership—Paige Baggett and James Kirylo
Paige Baggett and James Kirylo were not present.

MSERA Mentors—Linda Morse
Linda Morse was not present.  Bill shared a report from Linda.  She is 
continuing to work on plans.

Nominations—Gahan Bailey
Gahan Bailey stated that there are 5 nominees for at-large representatives. 
She would like to have 6 to 8 nominees and therefore needs 3 additional 
nominees.  She also expressed a need for nominations for the SDE position 
and asked that nominations be sent to her.  

Proceedings—John Petry
John Petry was not present.  He will report on proceedings in the fall.

Publications & Communications—Rob Kennedy & Tom Lucey
Rob Kennedy provided a report.  Rob discussed questions regarding ProQuest 
and EBSCO licensing agreements.  Discussion was postponed for Larry Daniel 
to address later on the agenda.

Website—David Morse
David Morse stated that the 2007 Call for Papers has been posted to the 
website.  He doesn’t have a link for online submissions at this point.  The 
RITS special issue on mixed-methods has been posted for downloads on both 
sites.  He discussed several challenges for web-based communications.

RESEARCH IN THE SCHOOLS—Larry Daniel & Tony Onwuegbuzie
Larry Daniel provided a report.  He stated that there had been a good flow 
of manuscripts.  The Index has been updated through Fall 2006.  The site 
has a counter and has been visited about 50 times in 2 weeks.  He expressed 
appreciation to David and Cliff for their help with RITS.  Larry noted that 
the editorial board has grown.  He stated that we have about 15 library 



subscriptions of the journal and requested that board members ask their 
library to subscribe.  He has communicated with ProQuest and EBSCO and 
requested that the board act on these agreements.  Diane made a motion to 
approve the agreements as requested by Larry.  The motion was seconded. 
The motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Researcher—Lynn Howerton & Mary Jane Bradley
Lynn Howerton shared a report from The Researcher editors.  He noted 
that the February 2007 issue of The Researcher re-appeared in 8-page 
format.  Approximately 650 copies were printed.  Lynn expects that the 
publication cost for this year will probably remain about the same.  He 
shared a table of contributor responsibilities and deadlines for The 
Researcher.   

LERA Liaison—Randy Parker
Randy Parker attended the LERA annual meeting in March where he 
recruited LERA members for Hot Springs.  He felt that he had a very 
positive response from the meeting.

Exhibits & Vendors—Julie Holmes
Julie Holmes stated that she doesn’t think we have space for exhibits and 
vendors at the Austin Hotel.  She asked for board members to send any info 
about prospective vendors and/or information they receive at other 
conferences.  Julie is contacting various book companies requesting 
complimentary books for the conference.  

2007 Program—Gail Hughes & Linda Kondrick
Gail Hughes gave a report regarding the program.  She stated that the call 
for papers and session chairs went out in the February issue of The 
Researcher and is on the MSERA website.  The proposal deadline is June 29, 
2007.  She thanked Cliff for chairing the Technology Committee and 
undertaking the role of developing a new proposal system.  Gail provided an 
overview of the program and asked board members to review the program 
outline and offer ideas, suggestions, or any needed changes.  Gahan 
suggested that information regarding the RIP be added to the Call for 
Papers.  It was also suggested that a session be scheduled for the RIP 
presentations.



Proposal Submission Software Update—Clifford Hofwolt
Cliff Hofwolt reported that the list serve for current members will be re-
established next week.  He stated that the new software should be finished 
by end of next week.  A link will be established between MESRA and 
MESRA.net.  The new software will send automatic email to the primary 
author confirming that the proposal has been submitted.  It will also assign 
an ID number for reference purposes.   The software will be used for 
reviewers and for scheduling.  It was suggested that we may need to ask 
Tom Wallace to take down the old proposal submission site since Google still 
pulls it up.

Other Business Items 
Eddie suggested that board members bring gift baskets in addition to state 
representatives.

Randy thanked Bill and Cliff for working on plans for future sites.  He asked 
if there is a signed contract with Crown Plaza in Knoxville.  Cliff responded 
that it was signed and sealed.  Randy made a motion that we meet in 
Knoxville in 2008 and asked the executive director to proceed.  The motion 
was seconded.  The motion received a unanimous vote.

Bill thanked everyone for a wonderful meeting and declared the meeting 
adjourned at 11:05.
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Friday, March 31, 2006

Welcome. The meeting was officially called to order at 3:41p.m. on Friday, March 31, 
2006 by Gahan Bailey, President of MSERA. Dr. Bailey thanked the Board Members for 
their presence at the meeting and praised them for extraordinary service during an 
unusual year.

Introductions. President Bailey asked that all members introduce themselves around the 
table. This was especially appreciated since we had many new officers and 
representatives that had been elected via electronic means due to the cancellation of the 
2005 Annual Meeting.

Review of the minutes. The minutes of the Fall 2005 Board Meeting were submitted by 
Linda Kondrick, Secretary of MSERA to the Board of Directors in January, 2006. A copy 
of the revised minutes were sent to all Board Members in early January. No revisions 
were submitted. The final copy of the minutes was e-mailed  to the Board the week of 
March 26, 2006 along with a reminder that no hard copies would be issued. These 
minutes, according to the by laws, are now accepted. However, the archived version of 
the minutes was amended to reflect two corrections noted by Immediate Past-President, 
Jane Nell Luster: Patrick Kariuki was present for part of the Fall 2005 Board meeting, 
whereas Cliff Hofwolt actually was not present as indicated.

President’s comments. President Bailey addressed the proposed agenda, copies of which 
were distributed. She invited everyone present to participate in discussions, but reminded 
all that only the official Board members (not committee chairs) are eligible to make, or 
second motions and to vote. She commended Past President, Jane Nell Luster for her 
exemplary leadership as the Past-President. 

Past President’s Comments. Jane Nell Luster commented upon her President’s report. 
She lauded the many accomplishments of the organization in 2006 despite the unusual 
circumstances.  She thanked all members for their support during her tenure as MSERA 
President.

Treasurer’s Report. -Dennis Zuelke reported upon activity in three accounts: the 
MSERA checking account, the MSERA money market account, and a certificate of 
deposit. 

The previous checking account balance on November 10, 2005 was $37,538.89. Total 
inflows since then amounted to $7, 236.17 yielding total funds available of $44,775.06. 
Total outflows since the previous balance amounted to $12,013.47 leaving total funds 
available less expenses of $32,761.59 as of March 31, 2006. 

The balance on hand on November 10, 2005 in the money market account with Amsouth 
Bank was $20, 356.65. An additional $91.20 in was interest earned through February 21, 
2006. A sum of $20,396.64 was transferred on December 16, 2005 to MSERF to be 
invested per agreement (refer to minutes of Spring and Fall MSERA Board Meetings in 



2005 for details). The remaining $51.21 was later transferred to MSERF leaving a 
balance of $0.00 on March 3, 2006. 

The balance on hand in the certificate of deposit on November 10, 2005 was $17,562.38 
to which additional interest of $179.10 was added yielding a balance on hand on March 
31, 2006 of $17,741.48.

Constitution & Bylaws. Harry Bowman referred to the recent changes to the 
Constitution and By-Laws that were recommended by the Board of Directors and 
approved by the membership, officially on the last date to vote, February 26, 2006. Those 
changes included the creation of a new position, Executive Director, which combined the 
roles of Executive Secretary and Treasurer (Section 7, Article 2, Parts A-H). An annual 
professional audit was also mandated to be performed each January to be reported to the 
MSERA Spring Board Meeting (Article 2, Section 5). These changes to the Constitution 
and By-Laws were intended to enhance continuity in the operations of the organization 
and provide a greater measure of fiscal stability. The enacted changes are expected to be 
posted to the web site in the near future. The committee had no new changes to propose 
at this time. 

Executive Secretary Report. John Petry expressed his appreciation to all the Board and 
the membership during his tenure as Executive Secretary, especially during this past year. 
He was given a hand of applause by the Board in recognition of his outstanding service.

Executive Director. President Bailey read the portion of the minutes of the 2006 Fall 
Board Meeting regarding qualifications of the candidates for position of Executive 
Director. She informed the Board that the position would officially commence on April 
15, 2006. Cliff Hofwolt left the meeting for the ensuing discussion of applicants for the 
position.  She reviewed the only completed application received which was submitted by 
Cliff Hofwolt. Rebecca Giles made the motion that Cliff Hofwolt be appointed as 
Executive Director, Patrick Kariuki seconded the motion. 

Gahan reminded the Board that the person appointed would be bonded, and that 
an annual formal audit would be conducted in January and presented to the Board at the 
Spring Meeting each year. In addition, the Executive Board has also recommended that 
the MSERA Executive Board do a formal evaluation of the performance of the Executive 
Secretary on the first day of the Spring MSERA Board meeting during the Executive 
Board’s meeting. Gahan volunteered to draft copies of a self-assessment instrument to be 
completed by the Executive Secretary, as well as an evaluation form to be completed by 
each of the four members of the Executive Board. All of these forms should be submitted 
to the President 30 days prior to that meeting. The President will then forward, 15 days 
prior to the Spring Meeting, the following reports:

1. Summary of all evaluations to each member of the Executive Board, as well as 
the Executive Secretary. 
2. Copy of Executive Director’s Self-Evaluation to each member of the Executive 
Board.



The implications of these reports would then be discussed at the following Spring 
Meeting of the Executive Board.     

A question arose regarding the job description of the Executive Director. It was pointed 
out that the description is spelled out in Section 7, Article 2, sections A through H in the 
newly revised Constitution and By-Laws. These duties will be incorporated into the 
Operations Manual. It was also clarified that the Executive Director serves as an ex-
officio member of the MSERA Board at the pleasure of the Board for an unspecified 
term.

Several spoke highly of their regard for the candidate and their confidence in his abilities 
and commitment to the position. The motion passed by unanimous acclamation. John 
Petry brought the newly elected Executive Director back to the table. On behalf of the 
membership, he congratulated Dr. Hofwolt upon his appointment. 

Budget Advisory Report. Jane Nell Luster discussed the complications of designing a 
budget following a year in which the Annual Meeting was canceled. She reviewed 
various sources of anticipated income, and expected expenses for 2006. She deferred 
discussion of specific budget until tomorrow. 

Development Committee. Gahan Bailey delivered the report from Scott Bauer, former 
Chair and Laurie Leonard, the  incoming Chair of the Development Committee. Laurie 
has revised the membership form which will be posted on the website. He plans to 
conduct Institutional Membership drives according to the procedures and timetable 
established by the former chair.  

Membership issues evolved into a discussion of the current membership dilemma 
resulting from the cancellation of the 2005 Annual Meeting. (The following discussion is  
also  recorded under The MSERA Researcher for the sake of continuity in  
reference.)Since membership is usually paid with registration for the annual meeting, 
many members have not renewed. There are currently only about 200 members for 2006. 
It was decided to send copies of the May issue of The Researcher to all current members 
as well as the former 2005 members and all who were accepted to present at the 2005 
Annual Meeting regardless of membership status. It was understood that this may require 
as many as 800 or more copies of The Researcher to be printed and mailed. Mary Jane 
Bradley informed the Board of plans to include a special membership promotion in this 
issue. It was agreed that the Executive Board would follow up on the results of this 
campaign and determine whether or not to continue this extension of membership 
privileges to include the August and October issues. 

Evaluation Committee. Randy Parker and Edward Shaw reported that had the 2005 Fall 
Meeting been convened, it would have been tremendous success. In lieu of a more 
rigorous evaluation, they turned their attention to formatting an online version of the 
Annual Meeting Evaluation form that will allow data from onsite evaluations to be 
readily merged with the web versions of the form. The project is ongoing, initial feedback 
from design trials are encouraging.



Archives & Website. David Morse was not present. No report was available at this time. 

Proceedings. John Petry explained the problems encountered and the progress achieved 
in getting the 2005 proceedings published to the website. He has also agreed to continue 
to handle the task of getting the proceedings formatted and submitted to the MSERA web 
master. This is a task that he has performed for many years, but was not a duty of the 
Executive Secretary, and therefore was not transferred to the Executive Director. The 
Board thanked him for and wholehearted accepted his generous offer.

MSERA Mentors. Gahan Bailey announced that Linda Morse had accepted the 
chairmanship of the MSERA Mentors, but could not be present for the meeting. There 
was no report available at this time.  

Graduate Students Advisory. Pam Broadston and Sherry Shaw were not able to be 
present. Gahan submitted their written report. She also emphasized the important work of 
this committee which introduces many graduate students to our organization. Since the 
November meeting, the co-chairs had forwarded the graduate student affiliate chapter 
request-- discussed at that meeting-- on to Jane Nell Luster for response. 

Membership. Michael Ross was not present. No report was available at this time. Gahan 
said that she would communicate with Dr. Ross the urgent need for a vigorous 
membership drive at this time. She also agreed to see that John Petry received about 100 
copies of the Invitation to Participate brochure for him to distribute at the AERA meeting 
next month.

Publications & Communications. Rob Kennedy was not present. Gahan Bailey 
presented his written report. One question discussed was, “Would MSERA consider 
making the membership directory available at its website?” The consensus was that there 
was no benefit to be served that would outweigh the risks involved. The list is already 
available through the Secretary for any chair or officer   who has a legitimate need, and 
all members receive the August issue of The Researcher which has a complete roster of 
the current membership.

Saturday, April 1, 2006

Research in the Schools. Larry Daniel, editor, introduced Claribel Torres, new Editorial 
Assistant and Production Manager for RIS. Dr. Daniels reviewed the statistics in the 
written report submitted. He commented that the editors would still like to increase the 
number of quality articles submitted for publication. He also discussed the upcoming 
special issue, New Directions in Mixed Methodology, scheduled for publication this 
spring. Burke Johnson was enlisted as a guest co-editor because of his expertise in 
methodology. A draft of the Table of Contents was submitted. It is expected that this issue 
will be mailed in June 2006. Another highlight in accomplishments was the increase in 
Editorial Board members to 58 at present. Goals included increasing the number of 
graduate students on the Student Editorial Board from 5 to 10 or 15. It was hoped that the 



members of the MSERA Board would help to identify suitable candidates. The editorial 
staff, including Co-editor Tony Onwuegbuzie and Copy Editor Gail Weems, would also 
like to increase the number of library subscriptions from the current twenty. Larry then 
proposed a new award to recognize the work of editors whose work was outstanding. 
Randy Parker made the motion that a new award, MSERA Research in the Schools  
Reviewers Award be established. Dennis Zuelke seconded the motion. It was agreed that 
the award would take the form of a certificate rather than a monetary reward. A suggested 
name for the award was, The MSERA Research in the Schools Outstanding Reviewer 
Award. It was clarified that the award could be presented to multiple individuals, or to no 
individual in a given year. After questions and some discussion of the method for 
establishing guidelines, it was decided to let the RIS editors develop those guidelines in 
deciding the recipient of the first awards. Those guidelines would be presented at the Fall 
Board Meeting in 2006. The motion was approved by acclamation.

The MSERA Researcher. Mary Jane Bradley discussed the written report. She 
announced that the deadline for submitting material for publication in The Researcher has 
been extended to the first week of April, and would shortly be announced by Lynn 
Howerton who was unable to be present. She also submitted a two-page handout of the 
revised (Oct 2005) production calendar for The Researcher. Attached was a table of the 
“Contributor Responsibilities and Deadlines for MSERA Researcher.” 

(The following discussion occurred during Development committee Report, but is 
recorded under Researcher for the sake of continuity in reference.) Membership issues  
evolved into a discussion of the current membership dilemma resulting from the 
cancellation of the 2005 Annual Meeting since membership is usually paid with 
registration for the annual meeting, many members have not renewed. There are 
currently only about 200 members for 2006. It was decided to send copies of the May 
issue of The Researcher to all current members as well as the former 2005 members and 
all who were accepted to present at the 2005 Annual Meeting regardless of membership  
status. It was understood that this may require as many as 800 or more copies of The 
Researcher to be printed and mailed. Mary Jane Bradley informed the Board of plans to  
include a special membership promotion in this issue. It was agreed that the Executive  
Board would follow up on the results of this campaign and determine whether or not to  
continue this extension of membership privileges to include the August and October 
issues. 

MSER Foundation. Rob Kennedy was not able to be present. John Petry discussed his 
written report and the minutes of the 2005 MSERF Meeting at the Fall 2005 Board 
Meeting. John also reported on the funds controlled by MSERF. The balance in the 
checking account (with Memphis Area Teacher’s Credit Union) is $10,295.82. Deposits 
to this account totaled $350.00. Debits against the account were $271.50. The final 
balance on hand as of March 31, 2006 was $10,374.32. The MSERA certificate of 
Deposit invested by MSERF with Bank Tennessee at 4.35% interest has a current value 
of $20,396.64. It matures on June 29, 2006. The discussion then turned to ways in which 
MSERF could assist the research of members in the organization. The MSERA Support 
Subcommittee has made some recommendations. This support would replace the $1,000 



that has been donated to MSERA by MSERF to support graduate student and new 
member activities. MSERF will continue to support the MSERA Outstanding Paper 
Award at the current level of $250, and the MSERA website up to $250. It was suggested 
that ideas form other members be forwarded to Rob Kennedy for consideration. It was 
agreed that contributors to MSERF will be recognized in a single category in The 
Researcher. It was noted that Cliff Hofwolt, as Executive Director, will become the new 
Secretary/Treasurer for MSERF. He has also volunteered to conduct an annual internal 
audit beginning with the books for 2005. 

Ad Hoc – Technology. Cliff Hofwolt reminded members that the organization now owns 
the domain name <msera.net >. He reviewed security concerns and asked who, besides 
himself as list moderator, should have direct access to the listserv. It was suggested that 
the Executive Board members, Executive Director, and Program Chair should have direct 
access. This was agreed upon. It was also acknowledged that a dedicated list for the use 
of the Graduate Students was needed. Cliff explained how he could designate access to 
each committee chair to their respective constituency. The discussion then turned to 
matters concerning online submissions for the Fall Meeting. It was agreed that a 
complimentary membership would be given to Tom Wallace for the work he performed in 
setting up the online submissions for 2006. Cliff also suggested that we consider paying 
to maintain the system in the future. Cliff Hofwolt was charged with researching the best, 
most affordable program for MSERA to procure for use by all future Program Chairs so 
that we are not in the position of having to design a system each year.

Ad Hoc – Exhibits/Vendors. Julie Holmes submitted a written report, noting that the two 
level system of Exhibitor/Sponsor participation had been reduced to the one $400 level. 
She discussed the need for a secure location for the use of these vendors. Julie outlined 
plans to engage the membership in identifying possible vendors. At present three vendors 
have expressed interest. It was suggested that one source of contacts would be the list of 
exhibitors at the AERA convention which will be held in April. It was also suggested that 
some of the revenues generated could be used to supply break refreshments where a 
placard would recognize the support of those exhibitors. It was generally agreed that the 
vendors would be invited to set up for a one-day period. This arrangement is more 
convenient for MSERA and preferred by most vendors. Richard Littleton informed the 
committee that a room is already reserved for that purpose at the Wynfrey. It was agreed 
that Julie would co-ordinate with Donna Richardson and the Local Arrangements 
Committee to determine what changes in accommodation might be needed as the number 
of exhibitors grows.

Nominations.  Jane Nell Luster informed the Board that the call for nominations was 
published in the February issue of The Researcher. However, no nominations have been 
received for any of the offices that are up for election: President-elect, all State 
Representatives, and Secretary. There is no prohibition against self-nomination. All 
nominations are due on July 1, 2006.

Future Site. Bill Persons recommended that the MSERA Fall Meeting be held in Baton 
Rouge, LA in 2008. The venue suggested for 2009 was either Lexington, KY or 



Louisville, KY. It was confirmed that even years are dedicated to a particular state among 
the six member states. Odd years are open. The Chamber of Commerce in Knoxville, TN 
was also contacted by John Petry, but no proposals have been forthcoming. Tennessee 
had given up their right of rotation in 2006 to resolve a conflict with competing proposals 
between Alabama and Arkansas. It was agreed at that time (2004) that the 2008 annual 
meeting site would be given to Tennessee, if desired. However, at this time no viable 
proposals are on the table from any of the sites under consideration. It was decided to 
continue to solicit formal proposals to be presented at the Board at the Fall Meeting in 
November. Patrick Kariuki agreed to be the point person for Tennessee. He agreed to 
communicate with Bill Persons regarding Tennessee’s intention by June. Jane Nell Luster 
agreed to be the point person for Baton Rouge in the case that Tennessee does not submit 
a proposal. Bill Persons also agreed to identify a point (contact) person for Kentucky to 
formalize a proposal for 2009. Cliff Hofwolt addressed the need to develop proposal 
guidelines to be posted to the website so that sales managers of prospective venues would 
have an outline of MSERA’s needs and requirements to put together viable proposals. 

Local Arrangements 2007. Linda Kondrick reported that she met recently with 
Carolynn Neff, the new Sales Manager at the Austin Hotel, in Hot Springs, Arkansas, site 
of the 2007 MSERA Annual Meeting. She also visited with Karen McKim, the person in 
charge of catering and audio-visual arrangement. The meeting is scheduled for November 
7-9, 2007. The rooms have been contracted at $62.00. The meeting rooms are 
complimentary with the guaranteed rooms. All meeting rooms on the second floor 
mezzanine, as well as a complimentary three-room suite with conference room on the 14th 

floor have been reserved for MSERA.  She reported that the hotel provides handicapped 
access to all room in the hotel. There are also six rooms with special wheel-chair 
accommodations. The Austin is planning to add a business center that should be available 
in 2007. In addition, Dr. Kondrick met with the sales staff at the Hot Springs Visitor and 
Convention Center Bureau. The center will provide the following complimentary services 
upon request: a welcome on the scrolling marquee of the Hot Springs Convention Center, 
a dignitary such as the Mayor of Hot Springs to welcome our group, printing of name 
badges, personnel to assist at the registration table, promotional literature, bags for 
welcome packets, and personnel to stuff them.

Local Arrangements 2006. Richard Littletonrecounted the positive experience of 
working with the staff of the Wynfree while planning the 2006 Annual meeting over the 
past two years. The Secretary inquired about what she needed to provide the Local 
Arrangements Committee in order that they could print badges, insert receipts in 
welcome packets, etc. Gypsy, Richard and Linda agreed to meet after the meeting to 
consider these logistics. Gypsy inquired whether, and how, members would like to offer a 
pre-arranged tour of the Civil Rights Museum. One suggestion was that perhaps 
discounted tickets could be provided to any who wanted to make the trip on their own. It 
was agreed that Gahan and Gypsy would work on publicity for the Civil Rights Museum 
to put in The Researcher. Mary Jane Bradley also explained her need for photos and other 
information regarding Birmingham and the Wynfree to put in The Researcher to promote 
the Annual Meeting. 



Program Committee 2006. Donna Herring went over a draft of the 2006 MSERA 
Conference Schedule as well as a Program Agenda. She discussed the arrangements for 
online training sessions. These wireless labs are scheduled for the Yorkshire. It was 
suggested that these training sessions focus upon professional applications of technology, 
rather than just training in use of the software itself. In other words, the focus should be 
upon the effective use of these software tools to meet course objectives. Several such 
presentations were discussed. The 2005 Distinguished Paper Awards have been 
rescheduled for after the Wednesday Luncheon and Keynote Address. Julie Holmes asked 
that the Vendors Room be moved to an area with more traffic. Donna agreed to look at 
this issue and work out an acceptable arrangement. Donna agreed to work with the 
Secretary on ordering presenter ribbons. She offered to compile a presenter directory. 
This was accepted. The number of presenter handouts required will remain at 26 copies. 
A business center is available on site to print extra handouts. The problem of 
cancellations and no-shows was briefly discussed. There is currently no formal policy 
regarding these problems other than keeping track of how many, and who they are. 
Donna was encouraged to produce a “2006 MSERA Conference Planner” that would 
include a Presenter directory. The cost is estimated at 13 cents per folded copy. Other 
items on the Program Agenda were deferred to a conference between Gahan and Donna. 

Alabama Representative. Rebecca Giles reported that she has made contact with faculty 
in a department of Speech and Pathology with a large number of graduate students who 
have not previously been involved in MSERA. She also plans to promote MSERA at an 
upcoming meeting of the Southeast International Reading Association in Mobile, AL.

Arkansas Representative. Sherry Shaw could not be present. Gahan Bailey presented 
her written report in which she identified four strategies for encouraging members to 
become more active, and to recruit new members, both individual and institutional. She 
plans to organize an activity for the Arkansas delegation at the Annual Meeting.

Kentucky Representative. Mary O’Phelan presented a written report outlining her 
strategies for encouraging support among members and prospective members in 
Kentucky.  She spoke to her concern for getting graduate students involved in doing and 
presenting research. She also expressed special interest in identifying a point person to 
put together a formal proposal from Kentucky for the 2009 Annual Meeting.

Louisiana Representative. Randy Parker spoke to his continuing efforts to promote 
MSERA within his state at every opportunity. Randy is also the LERA Liaison, which 
gives him unique opportunities for contact. 

Mississippi Representative. Dana Thames could not be present. No report was available 
at this time.

Tennessee Representative. Patrick Kariuki reported that he has identified 25 institutions 
in his state that have not traditionally been involved in MSERA. He has created a data 
base that he is using to communicate with and advertise among these prospective 
members.



SDE/LEA. Laura Boudreaux Pitre could not be present. She is newly elected. No report 
was available at this time.

At-Large Representative. Edward Shaw wanted Becky Giles and Gahan Bailey to work 
with him to contact some traditionally black universities in order to increase diversity in 
the organization. 

At-Large Representative. Julie Holmes, newly elected at large representative, spoke to 
the need to get members in Louisiana involved in MSERA in the aftermath of the recent 
devastations in that state. She also offered her services on the 2007 Local Arrangement 
Committee.

At-Large Representative. Dianne Richardson spoke to the need to tap into the 
community of students enrolled in online programs. She is making efforts to 
communicate with these students.

At-Large Representative. Jack Klotz was not present. No report was available at this 
time. He is newly elected.

Graduate Student Board Member.  A graduate student was to be elected to the Board 
for the first time this year.  Katrina Roper was elected to that position. She had 
inadvertently not been informed of the meeting. Gahan Bailey pledged to contact her 
immediately.

LERA Liaison. Randy Parker reported that he continues to be active in promoting 
MSERA among LERA members. LERA was founded in 1956. He presented mementos 
from their 50th year anniversary to Gahan Bailey and Harry Bowman in appreciation for 
their support of LERA over the years.

Other Business. President Bailey opened the discussion to other and new business. Four 
items emerged.

Adding new member states. Gahan introduced the question of adding member states to 
the institution. Georgia and Florida are the two states under current consideration. Larry s 
presented the viewpoint of a member currently working and living in the state of Florida. 
Michael Ross was not present to put forth Georgia’s case. However, some attested to the 
consistent representation from that state. Gahan suggested that Larry take charge of 
putting together a formal proposal to recognize these member states to be presented at the 
Fall Board Meeting. He agreed that this was a good time to explore the level of interest 
among members of the Florida group at their meeting which will be a week apart from 
MSERA this fall. It was decided to appoint a sub-committee to look at all of the issues, 
pro and con, involved in expanding the organization. Larry s agreed to chair that sub-
committee. He recommended that all of the At-Large Representatives be members of that 



committee. The Sub-committee will report their analysis to the Board at the 2006Fall 
Meeting.

Travel support for board members. Jane Nell Luster presented the following proposal 
regarding support to be given to Board members who travel to attend Board Meetings. 

Recommend the MSERA Board offer to assist Board members and Committee 
chairpersons with travel expenses incurred to attend regularly scheduled Spring 
and Fall meetings of the Board.

The amount of assistance would be a flat rate of $50.00 for attendance equivalent 
to the stated length of the Board meeting not to exceed 1 ½ days. 

Board members and Committee chairpersons resident of the city in which the 
meeting is held are not eligible for travel assistance for that meeting.

The Executive Director would be authorized to contact each Board member and 
Committee chairperson in attendance at the meeting, within two weeks of the 
meeting, to determine whether s/he is making a claim for travel assistance for that 
meeting. A written record of correspondence, electronic or otherwise, is to be 
kept.

A report of the number of Board members and Committee chairpersons claiming 
assistance and the total amount expended becomes part of the Treasury report at 
each meeting.

She made the motion that, per recommendation of the Budget Advisory Committee, the 
MSERA Board accept the proposal above as read. Dennis Zuelke seconded that motion. 
Dr. Luster reviewed the pertinent points, and clarified questions concerning the 
implementation of this policy according to the proposed guidelines. The motion passed 
with one nay and one abstention.  

Silent auction. Julie Holmes and Sherry Shaw have offered to organize and conduct a 
silent auction at the 2006 Fall Meeting. Gahan Bailey asked members to consider 
possible beneficiaries of the funds to be raised. It was also agreed that State 
Representatives would each provide a door prize to be given away at the Annual Business 
meeting this fall. 

John Petry recognition of service. Gahan Bailey introduced some ideas to recognize John 
Petry on the occasion of his retirement as Executive Secretary. She proposed the idea of 
recognizing John’s service by  awarding him a lifetime membership in MSERA as well as 
a tangible award, such as a plaque Randy Parker made the motion to grant lifetime 
MSERA membership to John Petry in recognition of his distinguished service from 1972 
to present. Julie Holmes seconded the motion. The motion passed by thunderous 
acclamation.



Closing Remarks. Gahan Bailey thanked all present for their attendance, commitment 
and hard work. She spoke with enthusiasm regarding the upcoming 2006 Fall Meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:59 a.m. on Saturday April 1, 2006.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Kondrick
Secretary, MSERA
April 1, 2006
No joke
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Mid South Educational Research Association (MSERA) 

Holiday Inn Select 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

February 25-26, 2005 

Spring Board Meeting Minutes 

 
 (Bold Font = Members Present, Italics indicates conference call) 

 

 Welcome Jane Nell Luster 

  

 Review of minutes Linda Kondrick & Nola Christenberry 

 President’s comments Jane Nell Luster 

    

 MSER Foundation Rob Kennedy  

 Constitution and Bylaws Committee Harry Bowman & Jim McLean 

 Executive Secretary’s Report John Petry 

 Proceedings John Petry 

 MSERA/MSERF Agreement Bob Rasmussen (Friday only) 

 

 Development Committee Linda Kondrick & Scott Bauer 

 Program Committee 2005 Gail Weems 

 Treasurer’s report Dennis Zuelke & Nola Christenberry 

 Budget, planning, managing Nola Christenberry & Scott Bauer 

  

 Local Arrangements Committee 2005 Betty Porter & Cathy Campbell 

 

 Evaluation Committee Bill Spencer & Randy Parker 

 Annual Meeting Report 2004 Judy Boser & Kathy Franklin 

 Archives, repository David Morse 

    

 Web site David Morse 

 Membership Committee Michael Ross &, Jesus Tanguma  

 Graduate Student Advisory Committee Pam Broadston & Sherry Shaw 

   

 MSERA Mentors Qaisar Sultana & Nola Christenberry 

   

 Publications and Communications Committee Rob Kennedy & Tom Lucey 

 Research in the Schools Larry Daniel &Tony Onwuegbuzie 

 Researcher Lynn Howerton & Mary Jane Bradley 

   

 Ad Hoc – Technology committee Cliff Hofwolt & Billy Franklin 

 Ad Hoc – Exhibits/Vendors Randy Parker & Julie Holmes 

 Ad Hoc – Operations Manual Walt Mathews & Ron Adams 

 

 Distinguished Awards Committee Gahan Bailey 

 

 Local Arrangements Committee 2006 Richard Littleton & Gypsy Abbott 

 Local Arrangements Committee 2007 Linda Kondrick 

 Future Site Selection Committee Bill Person & Lesia Lennex 

                                                                             

 Nominations Committee Scott Bauer   
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 Comments from At Large                                 Rebecca Giles (Alabama) 

 & State Representative  Sherry Shaw (Arkansas)  

  Mary O’Phelan (Kentucky) 

  Randy Parker (Louisiana) 

  Dana Thames (Mississippi) 

  Patrick Kariuki (Tennessee) 

  Shana Corvers (SDE) 

  Kathy Holland (LEA) 

  Lynne Howerton (At-large) 

  Jane McHaney (At-large) 

  Bill Spencer (At-large) 

  Gail Weems (At-large) 

 

 New Business discussions:  

1) consideration of adopting duties for the Offices of Secretary and Treasurer 

 

2) consideration for including in the Operations Manual provisions for appointment of 

co-chairpersons 

 

3) consideration for including in the Operations Manual that one of the Co-Chairpersons 

of the Budget Advisory Committee will be the Past President and that the Treasurer 

will be an Ex-Officio member 

 

4) consideration of the need to include in the Operations Manual information about the 

Mentors 

 

5) consideration for revision to the By Laws regarding the requirement for a member 

audit (Article II, Section 4): Section 4. The Treasurer shall keep account of and report all 

monies received on behalf of the Association and shall write checks as authorized by the 

Board.  The Treasurer shall prepare and submit the books of the Association for an annual 

audit to be conducted after the close of the business year by an two active members, other 

than the incoming or outgoing Treasurer, one appointed by the outgoing President and one 

appointed by the incoming President. 

 

6) consideration of revision to the By Laws to remove item e from the responsibilities of 

the Executive Secretary: e. The Executive Secretary shall maintain records of membership 

for the Association.  
 

7) MSERF contributions 

a. Graduate/New member Activities ($1,000) 

b. MSERA Outstanding Paper (@250) 

c. Website (up to $250, if requested) 

d. Transfer of funds agreement – MSERA-MSERF (Bob Rassmussen) 

e. Possible repayment 

 

8) Consideration of adding into the Operations Manual to the duties of the President-

Elect the responsibility as second signatory in case of the incapacitation of the 

Treasurer 

 

9) Discussion of methods to maintain accessible records of the Minutes of Board 

Meetings 
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Planning for the Future  Scott Bauer 
 (Survey Summary) 
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Call to Order and President’s Comments 

Jane Nell Luster called the Spring 2005 meeting of the MSWERA Board of Directors to order at 4:10 p.m. 

on Friday, February 25, 2005, at the Holiday Inn Select in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. President Luster 

welcomed the Board Members and asked for a moment of quiet to focus our energies on the business to 

follow. She emphasized that she herself had come to the conclusion that the organization has grown 

sufficiently large and complex, that key leadership roles needed backups and understudies to ensure the 

efficient transfer of duties in both the normal course, and in unexpected transitions. She presented a revised 

copy of Article II of the MSERA Bylaws.  

 

Review of Article II of MSERA Bylaws  

Members were given some time to review the packet of material containing revisions to Article II of the 

MSERA Bylaws, Duties of the Officers and Directors of the Association. Members were directed to note in 

particular the changes regarding the splitting of the Secretary/Treasurer duties into two distinct offices, 

pursuant to the changes to the MSERA Constitution, Article IV, Offices and Terms of Office. The creation 

of the divided offices was approved by the MSERA Membership in the Fall 2004 Business Meeting.  

 

Minutes of 2004  

Linda Kondrick and Nola Christenberry presented the minutes of the Fall 2004 meeting of the MSERA 

Board of Directors on November 16, 2004 at the Park Vista Hotel in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Minutes were 

approved as presented (Motion: Jane McHaney; Second: Scott Bauer). 

 

President’s Comments 

Jane Nell thanked each member for serving the association, and being present for the Board of Directors 

meeting. She had all members introduce themselves around the table. In the process we learned a lot about 

the personal name history of several members The President spoke again to the need to build support 

systems among officers and committee chairpersons for the twofold purpose of the continuity of function 

and facilitation of communication. Other issues she addressed were: 

1. A reminder that the MSERA Operation Manual is now on the web site. 

2. The need to maintain continuity in overlapping documents. 

3. The pains of a growing organization. 

4. The need to enhance electronic communications. 

5. The need to include in committee reports the names of all participating members in order to 

enhance name recognition and facilitate the identification of the talent pool. 

6. A pledge to not micro-manage, but to facilitate committee functions. 

 

MSER Foundation 

Scott Bauer reported for Rob Kennedy. Scott reminded the members that as a result of an agreement 

reached during the Fall 2004 Board meeting, Bob Rasmussen had been appointed to draft a letter regarding 

the creation of a restricted fund. The fund would allow MSERF to give money to MSERF to fulfill the 

original intent of their role. MSERA would also be in a better position to help MSERA in times of financial 

need, as MSERF has done in the past. MSERF intends to continue to contribute $1,000 for the New 

Member/ Graduate Committee functions; $250 of the $500 for the Outstanding Paper Award; and up to 

$250 for the maintenance of the MSERA.org website. 

 

Constitution and Bylaws 

Harry Bowman reported that the committee has no specific recommendations for revisions at this time. He 

then opened the discussion to the question of whether the board would support a proposal to expand the 

geographic region to include either, or both, the states of Florida and Georgia. The factors to be considered 

were outlined in the report.  

Jane Nell Luster brought up the issue of the active member audit of the Treasurer’s Report as prescribed in 

the MSERA Bylaws, Article II, Section 4. It was agreed that this year the Vice-President Elect would 

perform that duty.  

Jane Nell also brought into question whether it should actually be the duty of the Executive Secretary to 

maintain the membership roll, as prescribed in MSERA Bylaws, Article II, Section 8, Part e. It was 

expressed that this was probably a better task for the Secretary. 
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Executive Secretary’s Report 

John Petry delivered his report via a conference phone call. He reminded the Board that as a part of his 

duties, according to MSERA Bylaws, Article II, Section 8, Part c. he has provided a repository for the 

historical documents and records of the association. These are and will remain for the time being on deposit 

at The University of Memphis. As a special project he updated the Operations Manual and made it 

available on the web site. It was noted that in the future the upkeep of this document will revert to the 

President. He has also edited and formatted for more than 20 years the Proceedings of  the annual meetings. 

This is not the express job of the Executive Secretary, and an Editor of the 2005 Proceedings will be 

appointed by the President. Jane Nell Luster asked John to continue through this year as Editor of the 2005 

Proceedings. He indicated he would. He also noted that he has in the past taken on the responsibility of 

submitting papers from the Fall Meeting to ERIC. This is not part of the duties of the Executive Secretary. 

He also advised that ERIC is currently developing a system of electronic submissions to be found at: 

http://eric.ed.gov.  The 2004 papers have yet to be resubmitted via the electronic system. John also 

participated in a discussion regarding the Letter of Agreement as outlined in the section below. Following 

the call, Jane Nell Luster announced that she had reluctantly accepted John Petry’s letter of resignation as 

Executive Secretary to be effective on December 31, 2005. 

 

Letter of Agreement: MSERA and MSERF 

Bob Rasmussen participated in a lengthy discussion of the Boards’ intention regarding the Letter of 

Agreement for the Management of Funds for MSERA by MSERF. This stage of the discussion began 

during the conference call with John Petry and continued afterwards. Bob answered the concerns of several 

members. He assured them that protection for MSERF from debts incurred by MSERA would be written 

into the agreement. Scott Bauer summed up the Board’s intent by stating a twofold purpose for the 

agreement: The transfer of funds to MSERF would allow the expansion of the purposes of the MSERF 

Foundation. The holding and investment of funds by MSERF would insure the long-term financial viability 

of the organization. The Executive Board has already been empowered (see minutes of Fall 2004 Board 

Meeting) and will proceed with working out the specific details of the agreement. The amount to be 

transferred would be decided after the Treasurer’s Report. 

 

Development Committee 

Scott Bauer delivered the report. He noted that five of the institutional members had not yet paid their 

pledges. Jane McHaney suggested that letters of solicitation go out in April or early May to allow 

administrators more time to budget an Institutional Membership. It was agreed that the letter could 

reference support for the 2005-2006 term, yet be recorded as 2006 memberships. 

 

Program Committee 

Gail Weems delivered her report via a conference phone call. She reported that to date only 50 members 

had volunteered to review papers, and 100 more are needed. She estimated that the number of Session 

Presiders was sufficient. She announced that, for personal reasons, she was stepping down as Program 

Chair, effective immediately. She stated that nonetheless she intends to remain actively involved in 

MSERA. Following the call, Jane Nell Luster noted that she had reluctantly accepted Gail’s resignation. 

Randy Parker suggested that the State Representatives could help to recruit reviewers to assist the new 

Program Chair, who has not been identified at this time. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Nola Christenberry, past Treasurer, presented the first part of the Treasurer’s Report showing a checking 

balance of $22,407.83. She reported a savings balance of $17,066.19 + $103.09 that had accrued since the 

statement she was working from at the time of the report. She reported that she had transferred $30,000.00 

to Dennis Zuelke, the current Treasurer. She noted that MSERF had not yet been paid. Scott Bauer asked if 

the $500 had yet been transferred to the Russ West Memorial. Nola replied that it was not, and would be 

paid out at the same time as the MSERF contribution. The MSERF contribution has already been made. 

Dennis Zuelke, present Treasurer, presented the second part of the Treasurer’s Report. He explained that he 

needed a Board Resolution to enable him to draw funds on an account opened at Amsouth Bank in 

Jacksonville, Alabama on February 1, 2005. Two accounts have been opened at that bank: A Money 

Market account with $20,000 principal @ 2.5% yield; and a non-interest checking account containing 

$10,000.01. He reported that a certificate of deposit of $17,169.20 @2.39% is also held by MSERA at Mid-

http://eric.ed.gov/
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South Area Teacher’s Credit Union in Memphis, Tennessee. MSERF has $9,878.41 in an account with the 

same credit union.  

A motion was made by Lynne Howerton (second: Bill Spencer) to support the resolution proposed by 

Dennis Zuelke in his report. This resolution will allow Dennis to make deposits and withdrawals from the 

accounts he had opened. Scott Bower moved to amend the resolution to name a second person as an 

authorized signer. Jane Nell suggested that person should be the President Elect in order to ensure a system 

of checks and balances. Harry Bowman moved to modify the resolution to include the President Elect in 

the resolution. The modified resolution was passed by acclamation. 

 

Budget Planning, Managing, and Advisory Committee 

Nola Christenberry and Scott Bauer presented the Budget Proposal for 2005. Jane Nell Luster led the 

discussion of budget concerns. One was the reminder that continued support for SRERA was needed in 

order to be able to continue to send the Distinguished Paper winner to the AERA National Conference. 

There was some discussion regarding the money to be transferred to MSERF pursuant to earlier 

discussions. It was clarified that the transfer was to be given as a gift, not a repayment of past support by 

MSERF. Scott Bauer moved to accept the budget proposal and to designate a $2,000 gift to MSERF 

(Second: Dana Thames). The motion carried. 

 

Local Arrangements 2005 

Jane Nell Luster presented the report for Betty Porter and Cathy Campbell. The only concern at this time 

was the limited parking available. 

 

Registration Form (1) 

Dennis Zuelke introduced copies of the revised registration forms for the MSERA fall meeting. Changes, 

additions, and deletions were recommended. 

 

Recess 

The meeting was recessed for the dinner hour. The meeting was reconvened at 8:35 a.m. on Saturday, 

February 26, 2005. 

 

Evaluation Committee  

Bill Spencer and Randy Parker presented a summary of the evaluations for the 2004 Fall Meeting in 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee. He noted a 6:1 ratio of professional to student member respondents, and a 2:1 ratio 

of new to old member respondents. Concern was expressed for the significant percentage of papers listed 

on the program that were not presented. The majority of these authors had not offered any excuse. It was 

noted that those who were not excused will be reported to the 2005 Program Chair. A discussion also 

followed regarding what constitutes a copy of the paper. Scott Bauer also addressed the need for quality 

control of training sessions. He recommended that only one training session be allowed per presenter. It 

was noted that the attendees expressed approval of the change to a Keynote Luncheon, rather than an 

evening speaker. The need for a public version of the program was discussed. It was recommended that a 

poster be prepared for those who had forgotten their program. 

 

Annual Meeting 2004 

Jane Nell Luster presented the report for Judy Boser and also relayed Kathy Franklin’s comments. The final 

cost of the Fall 2004 meeting paid to the Park Vista Hotel was $11, 125.67; anticipated recovery of funds 

from various sources totaled $3,657.67. It was recommended that for the purpose of more efficient 

planning the Meeting Registration form be revised to allow individuals to indicate whether they intend to 

participate in the catered luncheon and reception events. 

 

Archive and Repository Committee  

Jane Nell Luster presented the report for David Morse. She referred back to previous discussions of the 

overlapping nature of the work of some committees. It was noted in the report that, “At some point, that 

both the Publications and Communications committee as well as the technology committee may wish to 

discuss the feasibility of making archive holdings available electronically.”  
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Membership Committee 

Michael Ross gave the report. He outlined plans to continue and expand upon the efforts of the past two co-

chairs, Rebecca Giles, and Linda Kondrick. Jane Nell explained that she was looking for a third co-chair. 

The idea being that Michael would specialize in expanding the diversity of the membership. Jesus 

Tanguma would focus on increasing participation from outlying areas, and a third co-chair would 

concentrate on the traditional membership core. It was proposed that the Secretary provide a copy of the 

current membership list, and list of lapsed members to the Membership Committee. 

 

Graduate Student Advisory Committee 

Sherry Shaw reported that the new social for the graduate students, although successful, would be held a 

little earlier this year. She also asked for more representation by the Board Members. Gahan Bailey also 

suggested that the MSERA Mentors be encouraged to attend. Sherry announced plans to begin a list serve 

specifically to promote communication among the graduate student members. It was suggested that the 

New Member/Graduate Student Breakfast be renamed the Emerging Professionals Breakfast in order to 

encourage wider participation in this networking opportunity. 

 

MSERA Mentors 

Nola Christenberry reported that there is now a listing on the web site of the MSERA Mentors and their 

areas of expertise. She also announced plans to initiate a Mentors list serve. Scott Bauer made note that the 

current membership boasts of 22 active past presidents in an organization that is only 32 years old. 

 

Publications and Communications 

Jane Nell Luster gave the report for Rob Kennedy and Tom Lucey. Attention was drawn to the five 

challenges for web-based communications as outlined by the committee. In particular it was noted that the 

Editor of the MSERA WWW Site, David Morse, does not initiate updates to the web site. That information 

needs to be communicated to him by the responsible parties. Scott Bauer made a motion to make credit 

card payments available for both on site and online registrations if possible (Second: Jane McHaney). 

Motion passed. 

 

Research in the Schools 

Jane Nell Luster delivered the report for the editors, Larry Daniel and Tony Onwuegbuzie. Planning for the 

issues is on schedule. A special issue on mixed methodology is planned for Fall 2005. 

 

Researcher 

Lynn Howerton delivered the report. He noted that the membership issue had been reduced from 12 to 18 

pages. 

 

Technology Ad Hoc Committee 

Jane Nell Luster reported for Cliff Hofwolt and Billy Franklin. Two main issues were discussed. One was 

regarding the acquisition of software to make the job of the Program Editor easier and more efficient. 

Randy Parker made a motion (Second: Patrick Kariuki) to empower the Executive Board to make the 

decision regarding a system that could be available no later than April 1, 2005 for use by this year’s 

Program Director. Motion passed. The other issue returned to the possibility of making credit card 

payments available either for onsite registration only or for both on site and online registrations (see 

Publications and Communications above). Scott Bauer also noted that several institutions had requested the 

convenience of paying their Institutional Memberships by credit card. Lynn Howerton proposed to amend 

the previous motion to let the designated committee decide whether to add an amount to the cost of the 

registration to cover the credit card processing fee. The amendment was approved. 

 

Registration Form (2) 

Jane Nell returned to the previous issues raised by Dennis Zuelke regarding changes to the Registration 

Form. She recommended that the final revision of the form be delayed until the credit card decision was 

made. At this point Scott Bauer and Judy Boser asked if the Board wanted to offer an MSERA T-shirt, and 

if so, should the size request be placed on the registration form. Rebecca Giles made a motion (Second: 

Patrick Kariuki) that we offer the membership MSERA logo clothing items at no cost to the organization. 

Dennis and Scott clarified that it would preferable to make this offer via e-mail, rather than including it on 

the Registration Form. The motion passed. 
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Exhibitors and Vendors Ad Hoc Committee 

Randy Parker and Julie Holmes delivered the report. Gahan Bailey made a motion (Second: Scott Bauer) to 

pursue and invite vendors, authors, and other exhibitors for one day only at the Fall 2005 Conference. Scott 

clarified that the invitations would not incur any cost to the organization, and a fee may be set by the 

committee. Motion passed. 

 

Operations Manual Ad Hoc Committee 

Jane Nell delivered the report for Walt Mathews and Ron Adams. Gahan Bailey spoke about the ongoing 

revision process. All questions regarding further changes are to be funneled through her. 

 

Distinguished Awards 

Gahan Bailey suggested that the State Representatives could help to solicit submissions for the two awards. 

It was proposed that the Secretary supply each State Representative with a list of the members in their 

states. Scott Bauer suggested that the At Large Representatives could also concentrate on their own home 

states.  

 

Local Arrangements 2006 

Richard Littleton advised the Board regarding the status of preparations for the 2006 MSERA Annual 

Meeting to be held at the Winfrey Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

Local Arrangements 2007 

Linda Kondrick advised the Board regarding the status of preparations for the 2007 MSERA Annual 

Meeting to be held at the Arlington Hotel in Hot springs, Arkansas. Sherry Shaw and Nola Christenberry 

agreed to join this committee. 

 

Future Site Selection 

Jane Nell Luster spoke regarding the charge to Bill Person and Lesia Lennox to get a proposal for the 2008 

meeting to be held in Memphis, and the need to begin prospecting for a site for the 2009 meeting. 

 

Nominations Committee 

Scott Bauer asked for interested parties to make suggestions for a nominee for Treasurer to be elected at the 

Fall 2005 Business Meeting. 

 

Comments from Directors 

Sherry Shaw, Mary O’Phelan, Randy Parker, Dana Thames, and Patrick Kariuki reported on methods they 

used in their efforts to promote participation among their constituents. (Rebecca Giles had to leave earlier 

and so did not get to speak.) The need to have a symposium for special interest groups, like Educational 

Leadership, was discussed at large.  Dana Thames expressed an interest in assisting the Development 

Committee in identifying non-collegial prospects for institutional support.  

 

New Business 
Items 1 through 4 regarding the Operations Manual had been covered earlier and further changes were now 

considered the prerogative of the President Elect. Items 5 and 6 list changes to the Bylaws. Scott Bauer 

moved that the Board recommend the proposed changes to the Bylaws to the membership at the 2005 Fall 

Business Meeting (Second: Patrick Kariuki). Motion passed. Item 7 regarding MSERF contributions and 

the MSERA/MSERF agreement had been covered earlier. The first Item 8 had been discussed earlier. Scott 

Bauer moved that another officer of the organization be designated as a signatory to provide for the 

possibility of the incapacitation of the Treasurer. (Second: Sherry Shaw). Resolution passed. Jane Nell 

Luster indicated that the second signatory for the immediate future because of her position as President 

Elect would be Gahan Bailey. The second Item 8 regarding methods to maintain accessible records of the 

Minutes of the Board meetings was discussed. It was acknowledged that with the split in the roles of 

Treasurer and Secretary, the minutes should be distributed in the first six weeks following the meeting as 

required by Article II of the Bylaws. It was also acknowledged that the maintenance of historical records is 

in the explicit domain of the Executive Secretary. 
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Planning for the Future 

The discussion once again turned to the matter of expanding the geographic region of MSERA. The Board 

was reluctant to take any actions at this time, but desired to acknowledge that the views expressed in the 

2004 Evaluation Survey are being respectfully considered. It was generally agreed that a forum should be 

set up at the 2005 Annual Meeting to further discuss the issue. It was also suggested that GERA and FERA 

should be invited to send some representatives to the 2005 Fall Meeting.  

 

Registration Form (3) 

The revision of the Fall 2005 Registration Form was presented for a final review. It was suggested that it be 

made clear on the form that the luncheon is included in the registration fee. There was a general agreement 

that the five dollar difference between pre-registration and on site registration was not large enough to act 

as an incentive to pre-register. It was agreed to raise the cost of onsite registration to $75 for current 2005 

members and $110 for non-members. The difference between Pre-registration and onsite registration was 

thus increased to $15. It was requested that all forms of the Meeting Registration and Membership 

Application forms agree. Some forms request different information than others. This makes it difficult to 

collect demographic data for use in tracking membership trends. In particular the Meeting Registration 

Form needs to include check boxes to indicate New Member/Renewing Member status. 

 

Member Survey 

Scott Bauer presented the results of the online Member Survey. He emphasized in particular that we need 

to invite more practitioners and policy makers to present Symposia and Training Sessions. 

 

Adjournment 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m. February 26, 2005. (Motion: Scott 

Bauer; Second: Gahan Bailey). 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda C. Kondrick, MSERA Secretary 2004-2005 
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Can to Order and President's Comments
Scott Bauer called the Spring 2004 meeting of the MSERA Board of Directors to order at 2: 15 p.m. on Friday,
March 19, 2004 at the Park View Hotel in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. President Bauer thanked run McLean and Judy
Boser for making arrangements for the meeting and announced his plan to use following morning to focus on
views for the future ofMSERA. He also announced that a listserv for the members is up and running.

Minutes of the 2003 Spring Board Meeting
Nola Christenberry presented minutes of the Fall 2003 meeting of the MSERA Board of Directors on November
4, 2003 at the Grand Hotel in Biloxi, Mississippi. Minutes were approved as presented (Motion: Kathy Franklin;
Second: Russ West).

Executive Secretary Report
John Petry reported that he is updating the Operations Manual, which will be reviewed by Scott Bauer and Jane
Nell Luster, with a recommendation that the manual be included on the MSERA website.

Constitution and By-Laws Committee Report
Harry Bowman reported no formal proposals for revisions, but suggested the Board consider expanding to include
Georgia and/or Florida as member states and provided a rationale for his suggestion. run McLean questioned
how this might fit with existing provisions in the by-laws for involvement of persons outside the current member
states. Judy Boser questioned how expansion might affect the MSER Foundation. Russ West questioned issues
of potential overlap with Eastern and/or Atlantic regions and/or state associations; he stated the need for these
issues to be discussed with state leaders.

Kathy Franklin raised the question of what can be done about an officer or board member who is not performing
the duties of the elected position. The Operations Manual does not address this topic except in regard to lack of
attendance. Kathy made a motion (Second: Shana Corvers) to submit a proposed by-laws change allowing for
removal of a board member for "good cause" to members at the Fall 2004 business meeting. Discussion focused
on concerns about process. Shana Corvers made a motion (Second: Beverly KIecker) to amend the motion to
require a 2/3-majority vote of the board members present and voting. The amendment was approved, and the
motion was approved.

MSER Foundation
Jane Nell Luster reported for Rob Kennedy and provided a copy of minutes for the Fall 2003 meeting held in
Biloxi, Mississippi. A question was raised about the possibility ofMSERA contributing funds to MSERF, and
John Petry noted this might create a tax break related to operating funds ofMSERA if we accumulate a larger
balance. Harry Bowman did not see any concern with MSERA carrying a larger balance.

"Treasurer's Report
Nola Christenberry presented the treasurer's report showing a current checking balance of $39,369.24. She
reported that she received $25,162.82 in transfer ofthe treasury from Ernie Rakow in 2003, has collected funds
totaling $46,444.28, and has paid expenses and MSERF transfers totaling $32,237.86. She also reported the value
of the Certificate of Deposit at Memphis Area Teacher Credit Union is $16,794.87 according to John Petry.

Development Committee
Scott Bauer reported the status of institutional memberships with a table comparing members for 2003 and 2004.
This table showed 17 $250 members, 5 $400 members, and 1 in-kind member for 2003. It showed 18 $250
members, 12 $400 members, 1 $500 member, and 1 in-kind member for 2004.

Budget Planning, Managing, and Advisory Committee
Scott Bauer presented a report from ClifHofwolt and a tentative budget for 2004. A motion by Kathy Franklin
(Second: Jane Nell Luster) to approve the budget proposal was approved.
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Program Committee 2003
Gahan Bailey clarified the motion at the Fall 2003 Board Meeting regarding multiple authorships and stated the
information was included in the 2004 Call for Papers.

Program Committee 2004
Russ West presented plans for the 2004 program in Gatlinburg. He noted some planned changes from the
schedule of previous meetings, including the possibility ofa Wednesday noon luncheon instead ofthe Wednesday
night reception. The Board consented to pursue this change if it proved to be feasible in terms of cost.

Evaluation Committee
Russ West presented a summary evaluation ofthe 2003 conference in Biloxi, Mississippi, including a list of
presenters who did not show to deliver their presentations. Russ recommended that longitudinal data be collected
on no-shows and on presenters who do not provide copies of their papers. Kathy Holland raised a concern that
few presentations are highly relevant for school practitioners. A call for special topics will be posted on the
listserv.

Local Arrangements Committee, 2004
Jim McLean and Judy Boser provided information about hotel accommodations and suggested making early
reservations. They presented a written report that included questions they need answered in order to complete
arrangements.

Local Arrangements Committee, 2005
Jane Nell Luster reported that she has recruited Janice Hinson to help with local arrangements in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. She also reported the correct date for the meeting is November 9 through November 11.

Future Site Selection Committee
Gahan Bailey and Dennis Zuelke presented the report of the site selection committee. Proposals were submitted
for the 2006 meeting to be held in Memphis, Tennessee (University of Memphis); Birmingham, Alabama (UAB);
and Hot Springs, Arkansas (Arkansas Tech University). The Tennessee proposal was withdrawn and will be
resubmitted for 2007 or 2008. Pros and cons of meeting in Birmingham and Hot Springs were discussed, and
straw votes favored Hot Springs by a slight margin. Following discussion, Linda Kondrick agreed to see ifthe
2006 proposal for Hot Springs could be honored for 2001. If so, the proposal from UAB for the 2006 meeting to
be held in Birmingham is accepted, and Hot Springs will be the site for 2007. If not, the Hot Springs proposal for
2006 is accepted. (Motion: Russ West; Second: Jane Nell Luster)

Membership Committee
Linda Kondrick presented the membership report. The MSERA brochure was revised and 750 copies were
printed. A copy of an "Invitation to Membership" letter was provided.

MSERA MentorslPioneers
Qaisar Sultana presented a report that included items provided by the past committee chair and outlined plans for
identifying and involving mentors with graduate students and new professionals during the 2004 Annual Meeting.
One suggestion was to recognize mentors during the Wednesday afternoon general session. A motion by Dennis
Zuelke (Second: Russ West) to spend up to $500 on pins for members with 15 or more years of membership was
approved as a part of the budget for the Fall 2004 Annual Meeting.

Graduate Student Advisory Committee
A written report submitted by Gail Weems was discussed. Gail has been in contact with Russ West regarding
activities for graduate students.
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Distinguisbed Awards Committee
Jane Nell Luster announced that Kathy Franklin will make the arrangements for award plaques to be
presented at the Fall 2004 meeting.

Publications and Communications Committee
Jane Nell Luster presented the report for Rob Kennedy with no definite recommendations for change at this time.
Rob included a list of concerns that need to considered relative to Research in the Schools. Discussion included
issues related to putting membership data on the web, the need to make more use of web communication with
members, the difficulty of implementing any changes this year, and concerns with the effects of reducing the
number of print issues of The Researcher. Harry Bowman noted The Researcher and Research in the Schools are
the most tangible benefits to members. Regarding The Researcher, the stimulus for discussing change is not one
of "less" Researcher but more an issue of using the web more. Any changes were delayed until further discussion
in Fall 2004.

Research in the Schools
Larry Daniel submitted a written report regarding the status of Research in the Schools in its transition to new
editors. Jim McLean recommended that Michelle Jarrell and Margaret be recognized for their
contributions to Research in the Schools under the previous editorship.

MSERA EducationalResearcher
Mary Jane Bradley presented a report summarizing recent history of publication, a chronology of discussions
related to reducing costs of The Researcher, and a proposal for migration of communication from The Researcher
to the web. As noted above, decisions regarding proposed changes were delayed until further discussion.

Archives/Paper Repository Committee
David Morse submitted a written report regarding the status of archival holdings.

MSERA Web Site
David Morse submitted a written report on the status of status of web utilization and the effects of proposed
changes for migrating communication from The Researcher to the web.

N ominations Committee
Kathy Franklin presented a report that included the Call for Nominations that was published in the February issue
of The Researcher.

Other Board Member Comments
John Petry announced the need to receive electronic submissions as soon as possible. He will edit submissions to
conform to the program and to include changes that occur in actual delivery at the meeting.

New Business
Nola Christenberry raised the issue of splitting the roles of secretary and treasurer in order to reduce the workload
required by the combined responsibilities. Jane Nell Luster made a motion (Second: Russ West) to delegate
authority to the Constitution and By-Laws Committee in consultation with the Secretary-Treasurer to craft
language for an amendment to be submitted to the membership for vote at the Fall 2004 meeting. Motion carried.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. Members present participated in a planning activity related
to future views for MSERA.

Respectfully submitted,

Nola Christenberry, Secretary/Treasurer 2003-2004
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Board Meeting Agenda 1

Mid-South Educational Research Association (MSERA)
Sheraton Four Points, Tuscaloosa Alabama

Friday, February 28 and Saturday, March 1, 2003
Spring Board Meeting Agenda

February 28, 2003:
Dinner at the Cypress Inn in Tuscaloosa
Time: Meet in the lobby of the Sheraton Hotel at 7:00pm
Dress: Business Casual

March 1,2003:
Breakfast: A complimentary breakfast bar for all MSERA board members and committee chairs will be
served in Champs Restaurant located in the Sheraton Hotel from 7:30am to 8:30am. Please mention
"MSERA" when placing your order.

Business Meeting:
Location: Clay Room, Sheraton Hotel Four Points
Time: 8:30am to 2:30pm
Morning Break: 10:30am
Lunch: 12:30pm

Agenda:
"President's Comments Kathy K. Franklin

jC Minutes offall 2002 Board Meeting and Secretary's Report Nola Christenberry
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Board Meeting Agenda 2

Other Reports
Alabama Dennis Zuelke
Arkansas Mary Jane Bradley
Kentucky Beverly Klecker
Louisiana Jane Nell Luster
Mississippi Dana Thames
Tennessee Russ West
At-Large Lynn Howerton .
At-Large Gahan Bailey
At-Large William Person
At-Large .. _. ._ _ Otis LoVette
Local Departmaemt of Education : Robert Calvery

Adjournment: L :3upfu



Mid-South Educational Research Association (MSERA)
Holiday Inn Choo Choo, Chattanooga

March 15-16, 2002
Spring Board Meeting Agenda

March 15
Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
March 16
Breakfast at 7:30 a.m.
Business Meeting at 8:00 a.m .

..., President's Comments , : ..Qaisar Sultana
Secretary's Report Ernie Rakow

~reasurer's Report '" Ernie Rakow

'-...committee Report
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/.J,!l2.lications and Communications Committee Larry Daniel

~m.inations Committee Jim Flaitz
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Shirley Bowles
~angement Committee, 2004 Jim McLean?
~titution & Bylaws Committee Harry Bowman
~veslPaper Repository Committee David Morse

Editor Reports
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Alan Kaufman
MSERA Web Site David Morse
Pr~ngs .John Petry
MsERA Educational Researcher Nola Christenberry
-=- Lynn Howerton

Other Report/Comments
Board Members .

Alabama Jean Clark
Arkansas Nola Christenberry
Kentucky Antony Norman
Louisiana Jane Luster
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Tennessee Cynthia Gettys
At-Large Lynn Howerton:
At-Large Gahan Bailey I

At-Large William Person
At-Large Otis LoVette
Local Department of Education Robert Calvery
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, I

jluste
Pencil

jluste
Pencil

jluste
Pencil



Mid-South Educational Research Association
Fall Board Meeting

Agenda

Saturday, March 24, 2001
421 Ball Building, University of Memphis Campus
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Minutes of Mid-South Educational Research Association 

2012 Fall Board of Directors Meeting 

Lexington, Kentucky 

Griffin Gate Marriott Hotel 

November 6, 2012 

  

Call to order: A Board of Directors organizational business meeting of the Mid-South 

Educational Research Association was held in Lexington, Kentucky, on November 6, 2012.  The 

meeting convened at 2 p.m. on the  6
th

 of November.  President Julie Holmes presiding.  

 

Present:  Julie Holmes, Michelle Haj-Broussard, Kathleen York, Edward Shaw, Cliff Hofwolt,  

Randy Parker, Harry Bowman, Jane Nell Luster, Kathleen Campbell, Beverly Klecker, Carol 

Christian, Dustin Hebert, Ronald Skidmore, Mindy Crain-Dorough, Gail Hughes, Roben Taylor, 

Gahan Bailey, David Morse, Linda Morse, Rose Jones, Dianne Richardson, Jasna Vuk, Nancy 

Fox, Shannon Chiasson, Patrick Kariuki, Larry Daniels  

 

Officer’s Reports: 

Julie Holmes welcomed everyone to Lexington and the Griffin Gate Hotel.  She stated the 

Executive Committee had met before this meeting and said the outcomes will be reported in the 

minutes of the Executive Board Meeting and as topics arise during the board meeting. 

 

Vice President Michelle Haj-Broussard welcomed everyone present to Lexington and to the 41
st
 

Annual Meeting.  
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Approval of the Minutes: Secretary Kathleen York reported she had sent a draft of the minutes 

taken at the 2012 Spring Board Meeting to board members approximately eight weeks after the 

meeting adjourned.   Corrections were made to the minutes based on feedback she received.  A 

final draft was approved by the Executive Board six weeks later.  The approved 2012 Spring 

Board Meeting minutes have been posted on the MSERA website at the “About MSERA” link.  

Kathleen reported that a draft of the fall 2011 minutes of the annual business meeting is 

currently posted on the MSERA website with a draft watermark.  They will be reviewed and 

officially approved by the general membership  at the annual business meeting on Thursday 

night.  Kathleen said she received a letter from Ann Chapman requesting the MSERA Board of 

Directors consider a reduced rate for retired members.  Julie Holmes asked the newly elected 

board to consider Ann Chapman’s request at the spring board meeting.  Gahan Bailey stated this 

request has been brought up before and should be reflected in past minutes; however, no motion 

or action has been taken on it yet.   

 

Past President Edward Shaw reported it was a challenge to find strong and willing candidates to 

run for office.  He encouraged board members to help Julie Holmes identify strong candidates to 

run for At-Large, SDE/LEA, and graduate student representatives next year.  Eddie provided a 

brief summary of the process for nominating candidates.  He received two letters of 

recommendation per candidate.  Julie recommended appointing a parliamentarian for the election 

on Thursday night in case there are any nominations from the floor or questions regarding the 

election.  Eddie Shaw and Julie Holmes asked Jane Nell to serve as parliamentarian and she 

agreed to do so. 

 

Executive Director Cliff Hofwolt presented a copy of itemized incomes/expenses for the year 

2012 through the month of November.  He discussed the expense of printing and mailing the 

Researcher in the Schools.  He reported there is a current request to publish the second issue of 

RITS which will go to the 2011 members.  MSERA is behind in printing and mailing this issue.  

He suggested that the  2012 issues be electronic only to save the organization money.  He stated 

MSERA probably cannot afford to publish and mail printed copies on an ongoing basis in the 
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future.  David Morse said the complete issue of vol. 18(1) is on-line.   Julie asked for 

clarification regarding this year as a transition year to going all electronic.  Cliff advocated 

making an effort to go totally online by vol. 20.  Cliff stated he would request additional 

information from Rob Kennedy before the executive board can formalize the decision regarding 

the date for going all on-line.  Julie reported an independent accountant’s review/audit report is 

on file for the year ending December 31, 2011.  Julie thanked Cliff for his ongoing distinguished 

service to the MSERA organization.    

  

Committee reports: 

Charles Notar (Chair of Development Committee) was not present.  Cliff reported for Charles on 

institutional memberships for 2012 and 2013.  He stated the number of institutions choosing 

membership in MSERA is declining.  The $250 level is for one complementary membership plus 

a dean membership; the $400 level is for four complementary memberships plus a dean 

membership.  Julie asked board members to help support Charles Notar with institutional 

membership.  Cliff suggested board members ask their deans about it. 

  

Randy Parker (Budget Advisory Committee) reported the contract in Lexington called for a 

guarantee of $13,000-$13,500 in charges, covering food, beverage, AV, and internet charges for 

specific rooms.  Total charges with carrying charges and tax will be between $17,300-$17,500.  

Julie thanked Randy for his diligence in spending MSERA’s money wisely. 

 

Harry Bowman (Constitution and By Laws Committee Co-Chair) reported no proposed revisions 

for this year.  Julie announced that Jim McClean (co-chair of this committee) is stepping down 

from his position as co-chair of this committee.  She acknowledged his distinguished service to 

the organization over the past 40 years.  

 

Jane Nell Luster (Historian/Operations Review Committee Chair) reported several activities 

regarding her efforts to organize the historical documents of MSERA.  Accomplishments 

include scanning and converting several years of board meeting, business meeting, and 
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foundation agendas, minutes, and/or reports. She has electronically conveyed the files to David 

Morse.  She and David are currently working on making these documents available at the 

MSERA website.  Jane Nell is seeking document “gifts” from the past from long term members. 

 Past minutes are posted at the MSERA website “About MSERA” link.  David Morse stated 

organizing the past documents to make them available to those who need to access them is a 

work in progress.  

 

Jane Nell also reported writing two History Connections columns for the Researcher.  Both 

columns focused on the 40
th

 Anniversary Celebration.   

 

Jane Nell also reported going over the documented minutes from 2004 through Spring of 2011 to 

look for past motions.  A reference list of documented motions has been prepared and is 

available for historical and practical purposes.   

 

Jane Nell reported a few changes in the Operations Manual.  For one, the graduate student 

representative on the Board will now serve as co-chair of the Graduate Student Advisory 

Committee.  This change does not have to be included in the Bylaws, but it will be noted in the 

Operation’s Manual.  Another change regards Future Site Selection.  As approved at the spring 

board meeting, the board may go outside the six member states to select a site.  Another change 

regards notifying the editor of the proceedings about “no shows.”  Records of past minutes 

reflect that Betty Porter made a Motion that MSERA follow up by notifying Deans of Education 

about individuals who do not show up to present their research or presentation at the conference. 

 Jane Nell said it was unclear in the minutes if this particular Motion was a one-time thing for the 

conference that year or on- going.  

 

Harry Bowman provided information about the mentors to be used in the Operation’s Manual.   

 

Jane Nell summarized the purposes and current status of the Appendices.  Appendix A is the 

History of MSERA and has been approved; Appendix B is the installation of new officers and 
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has remained constant throughout the organization’s history; Appendix C states the expectations 

of board members; and Appendix D deals with awards.  Jane Nell asked for some discussion on 

Appendices C and D.  Regarding Appendix C, Jane Nell asked for direction.  The possibilities of 

creating a Webinar for new board members and making Appendix C available online for quick 

reference were discussed.  Regarding Appendix D, Jane Nell asked for discussion on the Harry 

Bowman Service Award and the Walter Mathews Historical Contributions Award.  Appendix D 

has been reconstructed based on the original Motion, made by Cliff Hofwolt, for the Walter H. 

Mathews Historical Contributions Award. Wording in the original Motion states those who have 

received the Bowman Award are not eligible for the Mathews award.  The stated goal is to 

recognize more members for their contributions.  Harry Bowman was asked along with Walter 

Mathews to work with the President and Executive Board to provide input into the process and 

criteria for selecting recipients of these awards.  In the future the Bylaws and Operations Manual 

may need revisions regarding these awards.  Revisions will be based on the outcomes of 

collaborative talks between the Executive Board, Harry Bowman, and Walter Mathews.  

Appendix E is the Executive Director Evaluation Packet.  Michelle Haj-Broussard provided a 

standard rating form for evaluation, necessitating a change to Appendix F for the Outstanding 

Papers/Dissertation awards.  Jane Nell stated Appendix G, which was intended to be for Board 

meeting agenda examples, may no longer be necessary because we are trying to make the agenda 

available online now.  Appendix H is intended for budget categories' examples.   

 

Jane Nell asked, “Do you want the Budget Advisory Committee to be a standing committee?”  It 

was decided that MSERA will keep the committee in the operations manual now and decide later 

upon guidelines for collaboration between the President, Past President, past committee chairs, 

and the Executive Director in the budget preparation process.  The last two appendices have  

committee information.  Julie Holmes recommended that each committee state its purpose and 

share selected documents as examples in this section.  Jane Nell requested volunteer names from 

membership forms and the Committee Fair should be given directly to the committee chairs to 

disseminate to committee members as needed.   
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Jane Nell stated some motions found in past minutes were never acted upon even though they 

were recorded as passed and remain on the books.  These motions were discussed.  Shannon 

Chiasson motioned to strike from the MSERA records one of the motions made in 2006.  This 

motion  provided $50 of monetary support for travel expenses to board members and committee 

chairs who needed it.  Gail Hughes seconded.  The motion to strike the motion for monetary 

support passed.  Gail Hughes motioned and Shannon Chiasson seconded the motion to strike two 

other past motions from the MSERA records. These two motions supported the use of credit card 

payments for registration fees for annual meetings.  After discussion it was decided that MSERA 

is a small organization and cannot afford to have a credit card option involving additional fees.  

The motion to strike past motions allowing credit card use at registration passed. 

 

Jane Nell stated the MSERA Outstanding Reviewer Award is not mentioned in the Operations 

Manual.  Larry Daniels said this award has been largely based on the editors taking notes of 

reviewers who have been diligent and helped MSERA maintain a scholarly journal.  Julie 

Holmes recommended MSERA acknowledge recipients of this award at the business meeting.   

 

Jane Nell reported the editorship of the proceedings and periodic publications of MSERA has in 

practice been the annual decision of the Executive Board who reviews the applications. 

According to motions passed in the past; however, the appointment of the editorship is a five 

year term and the appointment is to be made by the President of MSERA.  Harry Bowman 

recommended putting the appointment process into the Bylaws to address any ambiguity, so that 

the process states the President writes a letter to the newly appointed editors based on the 

recommendation of the Executive Board.   This issue was tabled until spring.    

 

Jane Nell requested board members review Sections I-IV of the Operations Manual and all of the 

Appendices.  She will revise Section V based on this meeting and post it online in a few weeks.  

Break 

President Julie Holmes called a break at 3:50 p.m.  The board meeting reconvened at 4:00 p.m. 
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2012 CONFERENCE REPORTS 

 

2012 Program Chair 

Kathleen Campbell (2012 Program Chair) announced the updated version of the MSERA 2012 

Program is posted on the MSERA website.  A total of sixty-four sessions are cited in the current 

program, including discussion, display, symposia, and training.  Kathleen announced that an 

addendum handout of corrections and a revised overview of concurrent sessions will be 

distributed with the program at the registration desk.   

     

She also announced each breakout room will have a card identifying the theme, presider, and all 

presentations for that session.  Kathleen announced she sent all session chairs a list of 

responsibilities to give them a general idea of what is to be expected.  She also let them know 

they would receive detailed directions from the Evaluations Committee later.    

 

2012 Local Arrangements  

Beverly Klecker and Carol Christian (Co-chairs of the Local Arrangement Committee) Beverly 

announced Carol has prepared a handout of the top ten places to visit in the Lexington area.  She 

announced Kentucky favorites are on the menu.   She also announced conference “goodie bags” 

will be delivered to the registration desks first thing in the morning to be handed out. 

 

Rose Jones and Dianne Richardson (Co-Chairs of Evaluation Committee) Dianne announced the 

evaluation packets have been prepared for the sessions.  She and Rose Jones prepared the “Call 

for Participation” forms to be handed out at the Committee Fair.  The Evaluation Committee will 

be represented at the fair. 

 

MSERA AWARDS 

Vice-President Michelle Haj-Broussard (Distinguished Papers) reported that we had only one 

submission for the James E. McLean Outstanding Distinguished Paper Award this year.  

MSERA did award the one submission in this category based on merit to Franz H. Reneau.  Six 
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submissions were received for the Herbert M. Handley Outstanding Dissertation/Thesis Award.  

MSERA also awarded an outstanding paper from this category to Jeremy Ross Searson.     

 

Rob Kennedy and Gahan Bailey (Distinguished Awards) Gahan reported some confusion still 

exists over the difference between the Harry Bowman Service Award and the Walter M. 

Mathews Historical Contributions Award.  Discussion ensued about identifying clear criteria for 

each award and the difficulty in doing so since the two awards are mutually exclusive.  Also, the 

board discussed the specific roles and responsibilities of the president of MSERA, the executive 

board, and an award committee in making nominations for this award.  No one was nominated 

for the Harry Bowman Service Award this year, in part, due to the confusion.  At the request of 

those present, Harry Bowman agreed to work with Walter Mathews to try to develop some 

additional guidelines to lessen confusion over the awards.   

 

Gahan reported the award committee selected three deserving individuals for the Walter M. 

Mathews Historical Contributions Award.  She announced recipients who receive the Walter M. 

Mathews Award may not receive the Harry Bowman Award and vice versa in the future.  

Updating the criteria in the operations manual and posting the complete manual on the web will 

help inform the selection committee and ensure that such duplication will not occur again.     

 

  

MSERA RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

Lynn Howerton and Mary Jane Bradley (Co-editors of the Researcher)  

Randy Parker announced he will be taking pictures for Lynn Howerton and Mary Jane Bradley 

who could not attend the meeting.  He requested the board share pictures they take with him.   

Randy announced the programs have arrived and are stored in the room behind the registration 

desk.  Remaining copies of the 40
th

 Anniversary Book will also be passed out at the conference 

this year and again next year.   
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Tony Onwuegbuzie (Research in the Schools)  Tony was not present.  

Julie Holmes announced the agreement contract is up next year, and there is an open application 

process for candidates who wish to be considered as editors of RITS.  Open applications will be 

presented at the spring board meeting.  Contact Rob Kennedy for guidelines if you wish to be 

considered.   

 

Rob Kennedy (Chair of Publications and Communications) According to Rob’s report posted on 

Wiki, Lynn Howerton and Mary Jane Bradley have outlined their plans for transitioning the 

Researcher from paper to an electronic version by the Spring of 2014 as well as considering a 

different “look" for the Researcher.   Robert also listed some suggestions in his report for 

Research in the Schools: archiving articles as Acrobat renditions of what printed originals would 

look like; considering a new logo; considering a color scheme and overall new ‘look and feel’ 

for the electronic format edition.  Rob reported that a member suggested a student who might be 

contracted to design a logo and/or cover.   

 

Dustin Hebert (Technology Committee) reported that during its first year, the committee has 

investigated six systems that might be able to handle proposals, membership, and registration.  

Dustin briefly summarized the findings.  Pricing was not available without quotes from several 

systems reviewed.  The committee was unable to put together a budget at this time.  Dustin 

reported as per the Board’s charge, the Technology Committee will work with other committees, 

especially the Publications and Communications Committee and the World Wide Web Site 

Committee.  The technology committee is also currently seeking members who are engaged, 

knowledgeable, and representative of the organization’s state affiliates.  Jane Nell confirmed the 

Technology Committee is a standing committee  as documented in the MSERA records.  Cliff 

Hofwolt expressed concern over the cost of commercial systems to handle MSERA’s 

registration and proposals process.  Julie Holmes expressed concern over the delays in getting 

the proposal link up and working, which resulted in reduced submissions.  Dianne Richardson 

raised the question of offering online participation in the future with the hopes that a virtual 

presence would increase participation.  Dustin Hebert said the bandwidth capabilities at future 
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sites would dictate, in part, whether or not this is even possible.  He suggested trying it out on a 

small scale in Pensacola. 

 

Susan Ferguson Martin (Co-Chair of Graduate Student Advisory Committee) Susan was not 

present.  Gahan reported her efforts to promote early scholarship and attract graduate students to 

become lifelong professional members of MSERA.  The committee’s efforts include direct 

contact with universities that have been active in recent years or previous years.  Also, the 

committee has worked on clarifying guidelines for the awards and providing quality feedback to 

students to promote exemplary work. Thirty-two Research in Progress proposals were 

submitted.   Eight awards will be made this year.  MSERF funds the RIP awards; therefore, 

someone from the foundation will sign the award.   

 

Linda Morse (Mentors Committee) reported last year’s attendance was slightly down.  There 

will be two sessions (Nov. 7 and 8) this year.  These sessions have been advertised in the 

Researcher and handouts will be provided at the registration table.  A door prize will be given 

out at each session. Fifteen year members may become mentors.  

 

David Morse (Archives and Website) reported the 2011 Proceedings have not been posted online 

yet.  Julie Holmes asked Dianne Richardson to provide a list of those who presented their papers 

in 2011 to Michelle Haj-Broussard, so she may help complete the process for posting 2011 

proceedings and eliminating any abstracts from the proceedings for presentations that were not 

made.  Online versions of MSERA Researcher have been posted for February, May, 2012, using 

a trial version of a book-reader type formatting program.  This format, if approved, will be used 

in the future without a watermark. A new RITS editorial has been posted.  An historian’s 

archives section has been added with the help of Jane Nell Luster.  Also, MSERA history has 

been updated, thanks to Linda Kondrick (2010) and Edie Shaw (2011).  Skip-tracing services 

need to be hired for 1997, 2001, and 2004 PPs.  Upgrades will be made to the home page.  David 

requested high quality pictures of events, members, officers, etc. be submitted in electronic form. 

  

David reported an overall collection rate of 67% of the 2011 scheduled presentations (across all 
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types), which was slightly lower than 2010.  David thanked the evaluation committee for all of 

their hard work.  Archive holdings of publication are almost completed through Vol. 40(4) of the 

Mid-South Educational Researcher We are just lacking copies of 38(2) and through Vol. 18(1) 

of Research in the Schools. 

 

Harry Bowman (SRERA) reported he is still the Executive Secretary of the State and Regional 

Education Research Association Consortium which is aligned with AERA.  The organization is 

still trying to clearly define what constitutes an aligned organization.  SRERA has four 

distinguished paper sessions on the program at AERA's annual conference.  MSERA will have 

one of the four distinguished papers represented at the conference.  MSERA will also have 

member recruitment at the SRERA booth in the exhibit hall at the AERA conference.  Harry 

requested financial support to help SRERA with conference related costs.  Rose Jones motioned 

for MSERF to continue to contribute $200 to help with the expenses in 2013 as per Harry 

Bowman’s request.  Shannon Chiasson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.    

 

John Petry (Proceedings) A request was made on John Petry’s behalf to send all missing 

scheduled proceedings from 2011 to Michele Haj-Broussard, so the proceedings will be 

complete. 

 

MEMBERSHIP and DIRECTORS 

 

Jasna Vuk (Membership Committee Chair) reported and posted on Wiki a letter she sent to 

MSERA members thanking them for supporting the organization’s mission and requesting 

current members take action to recruit new members.  She created a link for members to 

recommend new members by asking Cliff to send a message to all members asking them if they 

knew of anyone who might be interested in joining.  She also suggested following up with first 

time and second author/presenters who choose not to come back to get their feedback.  It was 

also suggested members make an effort to meet and greet new members face-to-face.    
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Beverly Klecker (MSER Foundation Committee Chair) passed out a hard copy of the minutes of 

the 2012 MSERF meeting.  She also reported that Dr. Tony Norman, the planned speaker, will 

not be able to present due to illness.  She stated Carol will be able to speak from his PowerPoint 

about a new Ed.D. program in Kentucky and other states during the speaker’s session.  The 

foundation continues to exist as a financial safety net to MSERA.  Jane Nell asked where the 

agreement between the foundation and MSERA should be posted or archived. so it is available 

as a public document.    

 

Nancy Fox (Alabama Director) reported she updated the state list of the College of Education 

deans for Charlie Notar, shared the conference brochure with faculty and graduate students, and 

responded to member’s questions.    

 

Pamela Broadston (Arkansas Director) No report at this time. 

 

Ron Skidmore (Kentucky Director) reported he coordinated with Jasna to come up with ideas for 

generating lists for recruiting members.  He also updated the state list of the College of 

Education deans for Charlie Notar, emailing people in the spring and in June to send brochures 

and encourage participation at the annual meeting.     

 

Kathleen Campbell  (Louisiana Director) reported she sent out emails in April/May with 

attached MSERA tri-fold information brochure and flyer advertising the annual 2012 meeting in 

Lexington.  She targeted deans of the Colleges of Education in Louisiana, the State Department 

of Education, school district superintendents in Louisiana, and catholic school superintendents in 

Louisiana.  She also sent a follow-up reminder to the same targeted groups in June.  Kathleen 

advertised the MSERA annual 2012 meeting to departments of Teaching & Learning, 

Counseling & Human Development, and Educational Leadership & Technology at Southeastern 

Louisiana University and encouraged faculty to promote attendance to their graduate students, 

especially doctoral students.  Kathleen also advertised the 2012 annual meeting at LERA, 

LCPEA, NCPEA, and SRCEA meetings. 



 

13 

 

  

Rose Jones (Mississippi Director) reported she sent Charlie Notar a checked list of all of the 

emails addresses that she had for new members.  She said the participation of graduate students 

who take online classes is down.  She also reported funding has also hurt participation in the 

state.  Shannon Chiasson suggested it is a good idea to get permission to use computing services 

to set up a college of education list serv in order to identify graduate students who are currently 

enrolled in programs, both online and traditional.  

 

Vinson Thompson (Tennessee Director) No report at this time.  

 

David Bell (At-Large Director) No report at this time. 

 

Mindy Crain-Dourough (At-large Director) reported promoting MSERA at a conference in 

Washington D.C.   She also developed an updated list of the deans at the Colleges of Education 

in Texas.    

Gail Hughes (At-Large Director) No report at this time.   

 

Roben Taylor (At-Large Director)  reported promoting MSERA with the graduate student 

advisees and with faculty.    

 

Paula Vanderford (SDE/LEA Director) No report at this time. 

 

Shannon Chiasson (Graduate director) reported efforts to recruit graduate student campus 

liaisons to work with faculty to promote membership and participation in MSERA.  Julie said 

the secretary needs to coordinate more with the Membership Chair to help disseminate 

membership information to enable these efforts.  At a grass roots level, the state representatives 

spend an extensive amount of time updating lists and keeping accurate records. 
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FUTURE CONFERENCES 

 

Patrick Kariuki (Co-chair of Future Site Selection Committee) reported that five proposals were 

considered for the 2014 MSERA Annual Meeting.  A recommendation was made and a decision 

has been made to hold the meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee.  The 2015 meeting will be held in 

Louisiana.  Patrick recommended making an effort to get state directors involved in the process 

in order to generate a number of proposals. Before proposing a possible site for annual meetings, 

members should contact Cliff Hofwolt through email, and he will provide a list of the meeting 

specifications.  Michelle Haj-Broussard recommended sharing information on how to notify 

people about the process for making a proposal, so interested parties may do so. 

 

Larry Daniels reported that the 2013 annual meeting will be held at Pensacola Beach in Florida,  

at the Hilton Gulf Front Hotel.  The contract has been executed.   

    

NEW BUSINESS 

Adjournment:   The fall MSERA Board of Directors meeting was adjourned at 5:55 PM on 

Tuesday, November 6, 2012.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

. 

 

Kathleen C. York, Secretary 
 



Minutes of Mid-South Educational Research Association

2011 Board of Directors Meeting

Oxford Mississippi

November 1, 2011

 Inn at Ole Miss

Call to order: A Board of Directors organizational business meeting of the Mid-South 

Educational Research Association was held in Oxford, Mississippi, on November 1, 2011.  The 

meeting convened at 2 p.m. on the 1st of November.  President Eddie Shaw presiding. 

Present: Edward Shaw, Julie Holmes, Kathleen York, Linda Kondrick, Cliff Hofwolt, Charles 

Notar, Randy Parker, Harry Bowman, Michelle Haj-Broussard, Robert Fox, Sarah Backwell, 

Rose Jones, Dianne Richardson, Rob Kennedy, Pamela Broadston, Shannon Chiasson, David 

Morse, Kathleen Campbell, Ronald Skidmore, David Bell, Rebecca Robichaux, Vince 

Thompson, Ann Monroe, Carolyn Williams, Kaye Pepper, Jane Nell Luster, Ava Pugh 

Officers' reports:

President Eddie Shaw welcomed everyone to Ole Miss for the 40th Celebration of MSERA. 

Eddie passed out 40th Celebration pins and thanked Dean Richard Hayes at the University of 

South Alabama for the donation.   Eddie acknowledged Walter Mathews for editing of the 

Heritage Volume of the Mid-South Educational Research Association.  He requested the board 

members who worked on the Heritage Volume attend a discussion with the contributors on 

Wednesday from 4-5 PM.   Eddie acknowledged his graduate student Joia Juzang, who created 

the Wikispaces site for MSERA postings.  Board members introduced themselves.  Eddie 

announced that Carolyn Williams, Robert Fox, and Sara Blackwell would be reporting out of 

order.  



Carolyn Williams ($40 4 40 Project Coordinator) passed out recognition T-shirts.  She reported 

that collections to date for this initiative were close to $3,000.  In addition to  T-Shirts, donors 

will receive ribbons for their badges as well as recognition in the Heritage Volume.  She 

recommended MSERA consider similar ongoing annual fundraising in each year leading up to 

the 50th anniversary (i.e. 41st Year Club, 42nd Year Club and so on). 

Robert Fox (Site Co-Coordinator) announced the local arrangements had been set and 

coordinated on an ongoing basis with input from appropriate persons from MSERA and Ole 

Miss.  He discussed several points: 1) the Heritage Volume is to be distributed in the 

registration packets; 2) additional parking permits will be available at the registration table; 3) 

the 40th Anniversary reception hosted by Dean Rock and the School of Education will be held 

Wednesday night from 6-7 p.m. in Ballrooms A and B; 4) the President’s reception will be held 

on Thursday, November 3rd from 6-7:30 p.m. in Ballrooms A and B; and, 5) the Friday 

afternoon tours of William Faulkner’ home will be made available upon request at the 

registration desk for a fee of $10.  President Eddie Shaw acknowledged and offered special 

thanks to Dr. Robert Fox and Mr. Timothy Angle of the University of Mississippi for 

generously funding the printing of the Heritage volume.

Sarah Blackwell (Special Programs Co-coordinator) reported on the time capsule.  The marker 

for the capsule reads “MSERA TIMECAPSULE: Celebrating 40 Years of Educational 

Research Excellence. November 2, 2011.”   The 40th time capsule burial will be held in the 

courtyard of Guitan Hall from 12 – 1 p.m.  The capsule will be dug up in 10 years by either a 

delegation (video-taped and photographed), or at the 50th annual meeting (brought back to Ole 

Miss), depending on future executive board decision making.  

Vice-President Julie Holmes welcomed everyone to Ole Miss and thanked them in advance for 

their support in the coming year. Julie Holmes announced the spring board meeting is 

scheduled for March 16-17 at the Griffin-Gate Marriott in Lexington, Kentucky. 
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Approval of the Minutes: Eddie called for approval of the minutes.  No corrections or additions 

were made. Motion was made by Vince Thompson and seconded by Michelle Broussard to 

approve the minutes of the spring, February 2011, board meeting as published on the MSERA 

website.  Motion carried. Secretary Kathleen York recorded the approval of the minutes.  

Executive Director Cliff Hofwolt presented information from a 2010 audit completed after the 

spring board meeting.  He briefly discussed the 2010 revenues and expenditures, and noted 

MSERA was behind budget in 2010.  Cliff Hofwolt announced that a 2011 budget analysis will 

be discussed at the Spring board meeting.  He noted that we are ahead of budget this year. 

Cliff underscored the importance of addressing the rising publication costs and postage 

associated with The Researcher and Research in the Schools.

Past President Linda Kondrick reported distributing the call for participation information to the 

various chairs.  Linda Kondrick recognized committee members and singled out Kathleen 

Campbell for her extra and outstanding work on the nomination committee. A conscientious 

effort was made to have all six member states represented on the slate of candidates.  Five of 

six states were represented.  Linda Kondrick announced this year’s slate of candidates for terms 

beginning 2012.  She requested clarification regarding protocol for nominations from the floor 

at the upcoming annual meeting as one nomination was submitted past the deadline.  Harry 

Bowman clarified that allowing nominations from the floor is required, citing Robert’s Rules of 

Order which MSERA abides by.     

Committee reports:

Charles Notar (Chair of Development Committee) reported the committee sent 148 letters to 

deans and chairpersons.  The state representatives helped with mailing and the corrections of 

addresses.  Cliff Hofwolt referred members to the Development Report posted at the Wiki 

Spaces.  He pointed out that last year MSERA collected approximately $6,900 in funds. 

Currently this year, MSERA has collected nearly the same amount.  These figures are down 
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from a couple of years ago.  Charles asked state representatives to send him an email in April 

with the names of new deans along with their mail and email addresses. Cliff Hofwolt 

emphasized the importance of clarifying in the mailings that MSERA is seeking institutional 

membership and always collecting for following year in the mailings.  

Randy Parker (Budget Advisory Committee) announced that MSERA is paying extra to have 

projectors, screens, and technology at this meeting, which is the exception.  Ole Miss gave 

MSERA the in-house price for the use of the equipment this year.  Harry Bowman explained 

this is the exception.  He pointed out that outside vendors usually handle the electronic 

equipment.  Randy cautioned that the expectations of members may be for the same set up at 

future meetings.

 

Harry Bowman (Constitution and By Laws Committee Co-Chair) reported no proposed 

revisions to the Constitution and By Laws.  

Jane Nell Luster (Historian/Operations Review Committee Chair) asked for guidance from the 

board as to what is to be preserved. The minutes will be collected and preserved.  She asked if 

the board wants to preserve reports.  She also asked if the Board of Directors wants to have an 

evaluation form for the historian/operations review committee in the operations manual.  Eddie 

Shaw suggested creating a job description for the historian before worrying about an 

evaluation. The heritage book has been produced.  Lynn Howerton is establishing an 

historian’s corner link.  The information will be stored electronically, possibly on USBs or at 

the MSERA.org website.  Jane Nell reported the need to further clarify the difference between 

the Harry Bowman Award and the Walt Matthews’ Award.  Jane Nell asked whether the 

Operations Review/Evaluation Committee is to be a standing committee or remain an Ad Hoc 

committee.  Harry Bowman listed the benefits of having a standing committee to help work 

with current presidents to provide continuity during the transition periods from president to 

president.  The Board of Directors decided to let the committee function as an Ad Hoc 

committee for one more year and to revisit the question at that point in time.  
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2011 CONFERENCE REPORTS

Michelle Haj-Broussard  (2011 Program Chair) reported that approximately 300 proposals were 

submitted to MSERA for the 2011 annual meeting.  Of the accepted proposals the breakdown 

was 11 training/symposia sessions, 15 40th or event sessions, 23 displays, 17 Research in  

Progress sessions, 2 mentor sessions, and 138 general discussion sessions for a total of 206 

sessions.  More than 206 sessions were accepted, but a few presenters pulled out because they 

could not attend.  Eddie Shaw lauded the merits of the sessions and the versatility of the 

offerings.  

Dianne Richardson (Co-Chair of Evaluation Committee) will conduct a survey to see what 

everyone thinks of the use of displays as a tool for tenure acceptance.  Dianne said she posted 

(on Wikispaces) the evaluation report from the November 2010 annual meeting, which was 

first presented last spring at the board meeting.  The report is a breakdown of the findings from 

evaluations.  Diane said returned evaluations were not sufficient in number.  She requested 

ideas for higher returns.  Shared ideas included handing them out at the business meeting, 

tucking forms inside the Researcher, putting them on-line, and reminding members to complete 

the evaluations during the main sessions.    

MSERA AWARDS

Vice-President Julie Holmes reported that 2 professional papers and 7 dissertations were 

submitted for awards. The outstanding papers special session will be Friday morning at 10 a.m. 

and both awards will be announced at the business meeting on Thursday night.  Julie thanked 

those who served on the committee as reviewers.  Julie emphasized scoring rubrics need 

improvement, and announced that she is considering appointing a subcommittee to look into it. 

Julie suggested that in the future the outstanding paper be submitted in electronic format as 

PDF files (title page with names and affiliations separate to enable blind review).  

MSERA RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS

Lynn Howerton (Co-editor of the Researcher) 
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Eddie Shaw referred board members to the 2011 fall board report posted on Wikispaces.  The 

cost of publishing and mailing The Researcher was discussed.  The cost has been going up 

each year.  Eddie Shaw recommended having a subcommittee look into going electronic with 

the publication at the spring board meeting and Rob Kennedy was put in charge of that 

committee.  Cliff suggested considering mailing the fall issue Call for Papers --then after that, 

you have to be a current member to get issues.  Julie Holmes shared her concern for the need to 

set standards for “official” looking electronic postings.  Kathleen Campbell suggested PDF 

files.   Eddie Shaw asked Rob Kennedy, chairperson of the committee, to oversee setting the 

organizations standards for electronic postings. After the meeting, the final proceedings will be 

published. 

Tony Onwuegbuzie (Research in the Schools)

Eddie Shaw referred board members to the report posted on Wikispaces.  RITS received 24 

manuscripts through October 31st of this year.  Six manuscripts are pending, 4 are received and 

accepted, 2 manuscripts are revise and accept and 12 are rejected.   Of 30 submissions to the 

journal in 2010, 20 were outright rejected for a variety of legitimate reasons.  The mixed-

method issue of RITS is used in classes in South Alabama as a resource for graduate courses.  

Rob Kennedy (Chair of Publications and Communications) reported that the organization will 

ease into on-line publication of The Researcher and Research in the Schools.  He said the 

committee suggested including the general membership in the decision making.  The 

evaluation committee may participate in the process or a general survey may be considered. 

Eddie Shaw suggested conducting an on-line survey and gradually moving to on-line 

publications, printing some issues as hard copies and others on-line.  Privacy issues were 

discussed.  Cliff suggested personal information about members, such as emails not be posted 

on-line.  Harry Bowman suggested considering a separate/controlled database that has a user 

name and password to limit access to personal membership information.  The cost of 

outsourcing management of such a database was discussed.  Eddie Shaw announced that he and 

Vice President Julie Holmes will work together to name a chair and form a technological 
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committee to handle broader issues related to on-line initiatives and the use of technology at 

the conferences. 

Shannon Chiasson (Co-Chair of Graduate Student Advisory Committee) reported the Research  

in Progress category had 22 proposals submitted.  One of the proposals had co-authors.  Two 

proposals were submitted by the same person.  One author declined to accept the award. 

Shannon reported the requirements for the Research in Progress awards must be made clear to 

students.  She suggested only one Research in Progress award be allowed per author over a 

lifetime, so that as many grad students as possible can experience a chance to present their 

work in progress at MSERA.   It was decided that the co-chair and committee we will set 

clearer guidelines.   The foundation will decide the number of awards and send out award 

letters in the future.  Shannon brought books to pass out at grad sessions as free handouts. 

Linda Morse (MSERA Mentors) Eddie Shaw referred to the report posted by Linda Morse. 

Linda’s report stated that two informal mentor sessions were held in 2010, and two mentor 

sessions will be held in 2011 on November 2nd and 3rd.  The questions in these sessions vary 

from specific statistical analyses questions to general questions on publishing research.  Door 

prizes will be free books provided by departments at the Mississippi State.

David Morse (Archives and Website) reported all of the archived holdings, primarily 

presentation papers, are held at Mississippi State.  Historically, Louisiana State University 

helped archive MSERA holdings, but their participation ended a few years back.  David 

acknowledged the past librarian liaison who voluntarily helped him with the archives for many 

years.  She has retired.  In terms of MSERA holdings of paper publications, MSERA is in good 

shape.  Harry Bowman will provide a copy of one missing issue.  Still, some submissions each 

year are not in a professional paper format.  This problem continues despite clear and published 

statements on the MSERA.org website regarding professional paper requirements.  Lynn 

Howerton acknowledged the importance of the archives to The Researcher.  

Harry Bowman (SRERA) reported the State and Regional Education Research Association 
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Consortium is now an affiliate organization of AERA.  SRERA has entered into a written 

agreement with AERA to continue to provide four sessions for distinguished papers at their 

annual conference, including MSERA’s outstanding paper award winner.  Another direct 

benefit to MSERA is the opportunity for membership recruitment at the booth during the 

conference.  Harry Bowman asked MSERA to donate $200 again this year to help the 

Consortium underwrite the cost of $900 for a business meeting room, reception, booth, tables 

and chairs at the AERA conference.  Charles Notar motioned MSERA contribute $200 and 

Kathy Campbell seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Harry Bowman also brought 300 

flyers, made especially for MSERA by ERIC, to encourage members to submit research papers 

electronically.  He requested the flyers be placed at the registration desk for easy distribution to 

members.  He noted ERIC accepts electronic submissions only.     

MEMBERSHIP and DIRECTORS

Kathlen Campbell and Jasna Vuk (Membership Committee Co-Chairs) Jasna reported that she 

sent emails to the superintendents of Catholic schools in Arkansas, Mississippi, and Alabama 

and received two responses.  Jasna started sending emails to other school districts in Arkansas, 

but she did not get any responses.  She also sent a letter to all MSERA members in different 

states asking each one to personally invite a person (friend or former member) to join. 

Kathleen reported she sent flyers to the superintendents of public and school districts in 

Louisiana, Kentucky, Mississippi and received some responses, especially from North 

Mississippi and the Gulf Coast.  Kathleen reported she also sent to the superintendents of 

Catholic schools and Dioceses, and the heads of private schools in Louisiana and Mississippi. 

She also distributed flyers at several educational conferences.  

Ava Pugh (MSER Foundation) reported the financial standing of the foundation as reported at 

the Mobile meeting last fall.  She also reported a decision was made last fall to pay the full 

registration fee for members whose papers were accepted for Research in Progress awards. 

The foundation continues to support the outstanding paper up to $250.  The foundation also 
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helps support the MSERA.org website.  Ava reported submitting the names of contributors to 

the foundation and the $40 4 40 donors for recognition in The Researcher.

Nancy Fox (Alabama Director) reported sending out notices to all of the College of Education 

Dean at Alabama and encouraged support for this year, especially because it was the 40th 

meeting.  She also reported sending out Jasna’s letter with her mailings.

Pamela Broadston (Arkansas Director) reported contacting Deans and Chairs of the Schools of 

Education through mailings about the call for papers.  Part of Jasna’s letter was incorporated 

into her mailings.  In addition, she requested the name of a graduate student representative 

from each of the universities.  She did not have any volunteers or names submitted.  

Ron Skidmore (Kentucky Director) reported working on the list Charles Notar gave him to 

update the institutional contacts.  He sent those on the updated list a brochure about the 

meeting.  He also sent emails to members going back five years to those addresses that were 

still active.  Ron reported sending the institutional contacts the directory lists as recent as last 

week. 

Michelle Haj-Broussard  (Louisiana Director) reported that she used Kathleen’s list.  She also 

reported linking MSERA’s 40th meeting information to the Louisiana Education Research 

Association’s website.  Michelle reported six Research in Progress award winners given to 

Louisiana graduate students.  Michelle also reported Shannon will facilitate the fireside chat for 

grad students to exchange ideas, discuss the progress of their dissertations and share in the 

fellowship.

Rose Jones (Mississippi Director) reported sending out emails and contacting the schools of 

education in Mississippi to encourage participation in MSERA and at the annual meeting this 

year held in their home state.
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Vinson Thompson (Tennessee Director) reported contacting 14 universities and raised the issue 

of high turnover amongst department chairs and deans.  

David Bell (At-Large Director) encouraged the deans of colleges to support MSERA and asked 

the Deans at Arkansas Tech University to renew their institutional membership.   

Kathleen Campbell (At-Large Director) reported she sent flyers to the deans of the colleges of 

education in Louisiana, Kentucky, and Mississippi and the neighboring states of Florida and 

Georgia in February and March.  Kathleen reported sending a reminder out in May. 

Rebecca Robichaux (At-Large Director) reported that she focused on Mississippi State. She 

spoke to graduate students and department chairs.  

FUTURE CONFERENCES

Dianne Richardson (Co-Chair, Future Site 2012) announced the 2012 annual meeting will be 

held in Lexington, Kentucky, at the Marriot Griffin Gate.  The 2013 MSERA conference will 

be held in Pensacola, Florida.  The 2014 MSERA annual meeting is an open year, and no 

proposal is in place right now.  Before proposing a possible site and hotel for the open year, 

members should contact Cliff through email, and he will provide a list of the meeting 

specifications.    

NEW BUSINESS

Charles Notar asked for discussion on the topic of using vendors to help raise funds at the 

annual meetings.  After discussion it was decided this idea has not worked in the past for a 

variety of reasons.  The idea of using sponsors, such as Prentice Hall to host certain events was 

raised as an alternative way to underwrite some costs.   
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Adjournment:   The fall MSERA Board of Directors meeting was adjourned at 5 pm on 

Tuesday, November 1, 2011. 

Respectfully submitted, 
.

Kathleen C. York, Secretary
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2010MSERA
Itemized IncomelExpenses

Statement Printed on 1111/10
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Xn~~~~ution<10
A!labama state University
Auburn Univeristy
Auburn University at Montgomery
Eastern Kentucky University
Harding University
Jacksonville State University
Louisiana State University
Milligan College
Mississippi State University
Mississippi University for Women
Murray State University
Northern Kentucky University
University of Memphis
University of North Florida
University of Southern Mississippi
University of the Ozarks
University of the South
Western Kentucky University

Arkansas State University
Arkansas Tech University
Ohristian Brothers Univesity
Henderson State University
Lane College
Midway College
Mississippi College
Southern Adventist University
Trevecca Nazarene University
University of Alabama
University of Mississippi
University of South Alabama

Grand Total

Institutional Membershipts for 2010 2011

Amount
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00

$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00

._ ~n.~t_i~.l!~i~n11
Auburn Unlveristy
Eastern Kentucky University
Harding University
Jacksonville State University
Milligan College
Mississippi University for Women
University of Memphis
University of North Florida
Western Kentucky University

Alabama State University
Arkansas Tech University
Armstrong Atlantic State University
Jackson State University
Trevecca Nazarene University
University of Alabama
University of Mississippi
University of South Alabama
Victory University

Grand Total

$9,050.00

A~()unt
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00
$250.00

$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00
$400.00

$5,850.00



MSERA Operations Review Committee

Committee Chair: Jane Nell luster
Committee Members: Carolyn Kazelskis, Dana Thames, David Morse, Eddie Shaw, George Gains, Gypsy
Abbott, Harry Bowman, Scott Bauer, and linda Kondrick (ex officio)

Charge: To review the Operational Manual compared to minutes and decisions of the Board of Directors
during the past five years to develop the process for the evaluation of the Executive Director and to
consider the extent to which the Manual provides guidance to the Board Members and Committee
Chairperson(s) by including information necessary to support their roles and service to MSERA.

The Committee convened 15 conference calls between the Spring Board meeting and the November
Board Meeting. Some ofthe cal.ls can be described as "parallel" meaning that not all members could
convene on a specific date, so there were two calls about the same' topic.

The first topic addressed was the evaluation of the Executive Director. The minutes of the Spring 2006
Board Meeting provided explicit guidance that has not been incorporated into the Operations Manual.
The pertinent section of those minutes is -

In addition, the Executive Board has also recommended that the MSERA Executive Board do a
formal evaluation of the performance of the Executive Secretary [sic] on the first day of the
Spring MSERA Board meeting during the Executive Board's meeting. Gahan [Bailey] volunteered
to draft copies of a self-assessment instrument to be completed by the Executive Secretary [sic],
as well as an evaluation form to be completed by each of the four members of the Executive
Board. All of these forms should be submitted to the President 30 days prior to that meeting.
The President will then forward, 15 days prior to the Spring Meeting, the following reports:

1. Summary of all evaluations to each member of the Executive Board, as well as the
Executive Secretary.
2. Copy of Executive Director's Self-Evaluation to each member ofthe Executive Board.

The implications of these reports would then be discussed at the following Spring Meeting of
the Executive Board.

The Operations Review Committee developed an Executive Director Evaluation Packet that was
submitted to the President on September 20, 2010. The Evaluation Packet includes:

• Executive Director Evaluation Memorandum to be sent to all those who serve on the evaluation
committee, with a copy to the Executive Director.

• Annual Evaluation of the MSERA Executive Director form to be completed by the committee
members.

• MSERA Executive Director: Self-Review form.
• Summary: Annual Evaluation of the MSERA Executive Director that compares the evaluation of

the committee to the Self-Review.

In the development of the Evaluation Packet, the Committee reviewed the responsibilities of the
Executive Director. as well as those of Secretary. Specific recommendations were made to clarify the
responsibilities of each office to ensure accountability and efficiency in the operation of the
organization. It was also recognized that there is a need to prevent the volunteer appointment of an
Executive Director from becoming a full time responsibility. These discussions lead to recommendations
for changes in the Constitution and Bylaws.



Additionally, the Committee reviewed all elected Board positions. It became clear the extent to which
the Operations Manual has not captured all of the ways the Board and Committees have been
operating. This realization, in turn, lead to the recommendation of a number of changes in the
Constitution and Bylaws. One of the changes is for the Vice President/President-Elect to "coordinate"
the update and revision to the Operations Manual while also explicitly indicating that each elected
officer and appointed committee chair has responsibility at the end of his/her term for suggesting
necessary revisions. Harry will provide more detail during his report from the Constitution and Bylaws
Committee.

The work of the Committee has not been concluded. Revisions to the introductory section, Section 1
which provides a brief history, and Section 3 which describes the responsibilities of elected and
appointed officers and directors have been drafted and responses received from the committee
members. One of the important changes or recommendations of the Committee is the addition of the
position of Historian. This nonvoting member of the Board woutd have responsibility for maintaining the
organizational history of MSERA.

Appendices are being compiled to include examples or formats for agendas for Board meetings and the
Annual Business meeting, for the criteria and rating forms for the Outstanding Paper Awards and
Distinguished Service Awards, formats for committee reports, etc. Also, at the Spring Board meeting it
was discussed that a pol.icy needed to be developed for "no shows," this policy stilt needs to be drafted.
Another important item for the Operations Manual is a proposal form for members suggesting future
meeting sites. There are also a few coordination tasks still open. For example, Kathy was asked to work
on a manual or suggested procedures for the State and At-large Representatives to use in recruiting
members and proposafs for MSERA. The committee has not had the opportunity to connect with all
committee chairpersons to review the current Operations Manual descriptions.

At this time all of the work of the Committee on these sections of the Operations Manual is predicated
on the membership voting to accept the proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws. The
Committee is not asking you today to approve the Operations Manual; however, based on the vote of
the membership at the Annual Business Meeting, you may be asked to review and vote to approve or
disapprove the Operations Manual before the end of the year.

I want to commend to the Board the members of the Committee. They have been thoughtful, diligent,
and thorough in approaching this charge.

Respectfully submitted:
Jane Nell luster
November 2, 2010



MSERA Program Committee
Report submitted to MSERABoard of Directors Fall Meeting

Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel, Mobile, Alabama
November 2, 2010

Putting together the 2010 MSERAProgram has been an
experience that could be equated to writing an epic novel or painting
the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. I am proud of the completed
program; there's variety, quality, and unique topics. The planned
sessions will hopefully offer lively and engaging discussion, which is
always one of the most enjoyable things about MSERA.

Proposal Statistics:
• 199 completed proposals were received
• 192 were accepted
• 7 rejections (3 Discussion Papers, 2 Literature Reviews, and 2

Research in Progress)
Accepted Proposals:

• 146 Discussion Papers
o 117 Research, Evaluation, Program Results Papers
o 14 Position Papers
o 15 Review of Literature Papers

• 20 Displays
• 3 Symposia
• 6 Training Sessions (five I-hour sessions; one 2-hour session)
• 14 Research in Progress

The General Program, Program Overview, and Program
Highlights were sent to the editors of The Researcher on schedule by
the end of August. A proposal reviewers' Thank You note was added to
commend the service of these MSERAmembers ...they had A LOT to
read! The final update of the 2010 Official Program was posted on the
MSERAwebsite during the last week of October. Copies of an
addendum sheet with any changes made past the submission of the
program for publication in The Researcher will be available at the
Registration Desk.

How It All Came Together
The proposal submission process occurred through the electronic

system that is managed by the Executive Director, Cliff Hofwolt.
Proposals were screened for complete information and those that were
incomplete were purged from the system by Cliff. I was provided with
a spreadsheet that inciuded information for each proposal and its
primary author. Secondary authors were supplied in a separate list.



which was done for the updated version on the website. Since The
Researcher was received I have had 6 cancellations due to various
reasons.

How can we improve the process?
The proposal submission program is essentially easy to use.

However, there seemed to be a particular problem with second authors
not being identified in the original proposals. Linda had to make
several changes to the program after it was printed in 2008 to
accommodate these omissions. Gail Hughes reported that this problem
with the omission of second authors was also a significant problem in
2007. Apparently it still continues to be a problem ...why that is, I
guess we're still trying to figure out. From the individuals I received
requests for additions of authors to their paper, most are longtime
MSERAmembers that should know the "rules" so to speak.

The program for assigning and processing reviews is very
coherent and essentially easy to use. I would suggest getting some
more members involved in the review process. We lost 15 off the list
from last year ...

However, no facet of the software program we currently have
actually "builds" the program document that goes to the publisher. The
system requires the Program Chair to enter the proposals as described
and "checks" to make sure, for example, that someone is not
scheduled in two places at the same time. I still had to actually type
the proposals in a formatted Word document. This remains a very
Tabor intensive process that requires much diligence to prevent
scheduling conflicts and other errors in the final product. A big thanks
to Randy Parker who served as my main proof reader!

What we have is pretty good, gg,t I didn't realize that the
software was not going to do what I really needed it to do, and that
was to give me the final product. Access to programming software
'would ensure a better product with less strain on the Program
Committee. This is an issue that strongly needs to be considered once
again.

If I were to do this again (don't ask), I can see lots of ways that
I could have made the process easier on myself. I was not fully aware
of everything for which I was responsible at the onset. I can also see
now how I could have produced a program for the web that included
abstracts had I only planned to do so from the beginning. I had to rely
on Cliff to get the information to John for the Proceedings because I no



Publications and Communications Committee
Fall, 2010, MSERA Board Meeting

President Linda Kondrick asked Jane Nell Luster to chair an Operations Review Committee this year. One of the tasks
was to go through the Operations Manual and try to insure that it truly provides operational guidance. Jane Nell
requested on October 6th

, suggestions for these changes to the existing Operations Manual, including ideas about what
role the committee should have with a formalized (rather than an Ad Hoc) Technology Committee. The Publications
and Communications Committee members had the following suggestions.

1. "The purpose of the Publications and Communications Committee is to prepare and recommend to the Board
publication policies for each of the MSERA publications (Researcher, Research in the Schools, MSERA Web
Page, and Proceedings) as well as for electronic communications on behalf of the organization (MSERA Web
Page, Listserv, and Online proposal submission system). It is the responsibility of the committee to prepare and
submit to the Board any recommendations for changes in existing publications, policies, and procedures, and to
coordinate the development of proposals for new publications and electronic communications. "

"The chair of the PCCwill serve as an ex officio member of the Technology Committee." [This might be best
placed in Op manual under def. of Technology committee, if this becomes a standing committee.]

2. Yes, we definitely need a standing, rather than ad hoc, Technology Committee. And of course most of our
Technology needs are Communications related. So maybe it would be good to expand the role of the
Publications and communications Committee: Publications and Communication Technologies?

We appreciate all the hats Cliff wears, but he is the proverbial Energizer Bunny. Some of the things he does are
not necessarily the job of the Executive Director. The extra curricular technologies that Cliff handles right now
are: listserve, and proposal submission software.

There are other technology possibilities to explore like virtual presentations and virtual Board meetings.

Is this too much to roll into a Committee: Publications and Communication Technologies committee?

3. I believe that the current wording for the Publications Committee is fine. I agree with some responses already
that the Technology Committee should be a separate committee. Dealing with current publications of MSERAis
a sufficient scope of work for the Publications Committee.

4. Reviewing the direction (Also think about what role you think the Publication and Communications Committee
should have with a formalized (rather than just Ad Hoc) Technology Committee.), has it been determined if
there will be a formal or Ad Hoc Tech. Committee and what the possible responsibilities would be?

It would be helpful to know what options are possible. Then committee members could visualize the
possibilities for the P & C Committee.

5. The committee reports to the Board upon other related issues as determined by the Chair.

6. What role do you think the Publication and Communications Committee should have with a formalized (rather
than just Ad Hoc) Technology Committee. Answer: Only if their concerns relate to publications.

7. You might even leave off the word "Communications" from the title of the committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Rob Kennedy and Tom Lucey, Co-chairs



MSERA Operations Review Committee 
 
Committee Chair: Jane Nell Luster 
Committee Members: Carolyn Kazelskis, Dana Thames, David Morse, Eddie Shaw, George Gains, Gypsy 
Abbott, Harry Bowman, Scott Bauer, and Linda Kondrick (ex officio) 
 
Charge: To review the Operational Manual compared to minutes and decisions of the Board of Directors 
during the past five years to develop the process for the evaluation of the Executive Director and to 
consider the extent to which the Manual provides guidance to the Board Members and Committee 
Chairperson(s) by including information necessary to support their roles and service to MSERA. 
 
The Committee convened 15 conference calls between the Spring Board meeting and the November 
Board Meeting. Some of the calls can be described as “parallel” meaning that not all members could 
convene on a specific date, so there were two calls about the same topic.  
 
The first topic addressed was the evaluation of the Executive Director. The minutes of the Spring 2006 
Board Meeting provided explicit guidance that has not been incorporated into the Operations Manual. 
The pertinent section of those minutes is – 

In addition, the Executive Board has also recommended that the MSERA Executive Board do a 
formal evaluation of the performance of the Executive Secretary [sic] on the first day of the 
Spring MSERA Board meeting during the Executive Board’s meeting. Gahan [Bailey] volunteered 
to draft copies of a self‐assessment instrument to be completed by the Executive Secretary [sic], 
as well as an evaluation form to be completed by each of the four members of the Executive 
Board. All of these forms should be submitted to the President 30 days prior to that meeting. 
The President will then forward, 15 days prior to the Spring Meeting, the following reports: 

1. Summary of all evaluations to each member of the Executive Board, as well as the 
Executive Secretary.  
2. Copy of Executive Director’s Self‐Evaluation to each member of the Executive Board. 

The implications of these reports would then be discussed at the following Spring Meeting of 
the Executive Board.      
 

The Operations Review Committee developed an Executive Director Evaluation Packet that was 
submitted to the President on September 20, 2010. The Evaluation Packet includes: 

 Executive Director Evaluation Memorandum to be sent to all those who serve on the evaluation 
committee, with a copy to the Executive Director. 

 Annual Evaluation of the MSERA Executive Director form to be completed by the committee 
members. 

 MSERA Executive Director: Self‐Review form. 

 Summary: Annual Evaluation of the MSERA Executive Director that compares the evaluation of 
the committee to the Self‐Review. 

 
In the development of the Evaluation Packet, the Committee reviewed the responsibilities of the 
Executive Director, as well as those of Secretary. Specific recommendations were made to clarify the 
responsibilities of each office to ensure accountability and efficiency in the operation of the 
organization. It was also recognized that there is a need to prevent the volunteer appointment of an 
Executive Director from becoming a full time responsibility. These discussions lead to recommendations 
for changes in the Constitution and Bylaws. 
 



Additionally, the Committee reviewed all elected Board positions. It became clear the extent to which 
the Operations Manual has not captured all of the ways the Board and Committees have been 
operating. This realization, in turn, lead to the recommendation of a number of changes in the 
Constitution and Bylaws. One of the changes is for the Vice President/President‐Elect to “coordinate” 
the update and revision to the Operations Manual while also explicitly indicating that each elected 
officer and appointed committee chair has responsibility at the end of his/her term for suggesting 
necessary revisions. Harry will provide more detail during his report from the Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee. 
 
The work of the Committee has not been concluded. Revisions to the introductory section, Section 1 
which provides a brief history, and Section 3 which describes the responsibilities of elected and 
appointed officers and directors have been drafted and responses received from the committee 
members. One of the important changes or recommendations of the Committee is the addition of the 
position of Historian. This nonvoting member of the Board would have responsibility for maintaining the 
organizational history of MSERA. 
 
Appendices are being compiled to include examples or formats for agendas for Board meetings and the 
Annual Business meeting, for the criteria and rating forms for the Outstanding Paper Awards and 
Distinguished Service Awards, formats for committee reports, etc. Also, at the Spring Board meeting it 
was discussed that a policy needed to be developed for “no shows,” this policy still needs to be drafted. 
Another important item for the Operations Manual is a proposal form for members suggesting future 
meeting sites. There are also a few coordination tasks still open. For example, Kathy was asked to work 
on a manual or suggested procedures for the State and At‐Large Representatives to use in recruiting 
members and proposals for MSERA. The committee has not had the opportunity to connect with all 
committee chairpersons to review the current Operations Manual descriptions. 
 
At this time all of the work of the Committee on these sections of the Operations Manual is predicated 
on the membership voting to accept the proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws. The 
Committee is not asking you today to approve the Operations Manual; however, based on the vote of 
the membership at the Annual Business Meeting, you may be asked to review and vote to approve or 
disapprove the Operations Manual before the end of the year. 
 
I want to commend to the Board the members of the Committee. They have been thoughtful, diligent, 
and thorough in approaching this charge. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Jane Nell Luster 
November 2, 2010 
 



Mid South Educational Research Association 
2010 Board of Directors 

Mobile, Alabama 
Riverview Plaza  

November 2, 2010 
 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL BUSINESS-BOARD MEETING 

Members Present:  Robert Fox, Sarah Blackwell, Gahan Bailey, Eddie Shaw, Dana Thames, Richard Kazelskis, Cliff 
Hofwolt, Harry Bowman, Randy Parker, Julie Holmes, Kathy Campbell, Vinson Thompson, Jane Nell Luster, Paula 
Vanderford, Eric Dickson, Linda Kondrick, Nancy Fox, Donna Herring, Rose Jones, Charlie Notar, Betty Porter, Diane 
Richardson, Fanny Love, David Morse, Linda Morse, Michelle Haj-Broussard, Rob Kennedy, Walter Mathews, Ava 
Pugh, and Kay Pepper 
 
President Linda Kondrick called the meeting to order at 1:04 PM.  She thanked all committee members for their 
hard work on the 2010 conference.  Linda introduced three new directors:  Paula Vanderford-SDE/LEA 
Representative,   Vinson Thompson-Tennessee Director, and Eric Dickson-Graduate Student Representative.   
 
Eddie Shaw shared information about the proposed changes to the Operations Manual and asked everyone to look 
at the updated version.  He also discussed the new position of Historian. 
 
Donna Herring stated that the minutes had been sent to all board members and all suggested revisions had been 
made.  Charlie Notar made the motion to accept the corrected minutes.  Dana Thames seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dana Thames presented a report from the Nominations Committee.  At least four people were contacted for each 
open position.  She thanked everyone who helped in establishing the slate of candidates. 
   
Cliff Hofwolt presented a financial report for the past year and shared the Accountant’s Review Report.  The 
balance is $25,168.22.  Cliff stated that the Institutional Memberships for 2010-2011 went down from last year.  
MSERA had 9 universities that joined at the $250 level and 9 that joined at the $400 level.  He reported that 
MSERA has 177 pre-registered for the conference.  There are presently 470 members.  He reported that the Tax 
Exempt Forms had been filed and that MSERA is in compliance.  The form must be filed each year.  Richard 
Kazelskis made a motion to accept the Financial Report.  Charlie Notar seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
 
Charlie Notar suggested that the rates for Institutional Membership be reduced if universities sign up for two 
years.  Cliff said there was already a policy in place and suggested that this be discussed and voted on at the spring 
meeting.  Charlie mailed 150 letters with invoices on May 18, 2010.  Nine institutions joined with $250 
memberships and nine with $400 memberships.    
 
Randy Parker reported that the financial situation for MSERA is solvent.  He suggested that we be cautious due to 
the economy.  Randy recommended that we encourage institutional memberships and additional individual 
memberships.  He recommended a closer relationship with state directors to market the conference and 
consistently nurture members.   He also asked local arrangements committees to work more closely to monitor 
conference expenses on the front in.  
 
  



Jane Nell Luster presented a report from the Operations Review Committee.  She stated the charge of the 
committee and discussed accomplishments over the past year.  She suggested that a past president be on the 
committee for each decade.  Jane Nell highlighted needs of the organization and discussed proposed changes to 
the Operations Manual which will be voted on in the Thursday Business Meeting.  Harry Bowman prepared 200 
copies for the Business Meeting.  Jane Nell commended the members of the committee for their diligent work. 
 
Harry Bowman distributed revisions in the Constitution and By-Laws and discussed each revision.  Charlie Notar 
made a motion to accept the revisions and propose them to the MSERA membership at the Thursday Business 
meeting. Vinson Thompson seconded the motion.  After discussion, a vote was taken.  The motion carried. 
 

2010 CONFERENCE REPORTS 
 
Julie Holmes presented a report of the Program Committee.  The program includes:  146 Discussion Papers, 20 
Displays, 3 Symposia, 6 Training Sessions, and 14 Research in Progress sessions.  There were 199 proposals 
submitted and 192 accepted.  She thanked reviewers for their hard work in evaluating proposals.  Julie announced 
that an Addendum to the program will be available at the registration table. The final program was posted on the 
MSERA website last week. 
 
Gahan Bailey presented a report from the Local Arrangements Committee.  Gahan welcomed all to Mobile and 
explained activities scheduled at the two conference hotels.  Conference bags were put together and will be 
handed out at the registration table.  She shared information about the keynote speaker, Winston Groom.  Deans 
in the state of Alabama contributed $5000 to pay for the keynote speaker.  The deans were from:  1) The 
University of South Alabama, 2) Jacksonville State University, 3) The University of Alabama, 4) Auburn University, 
and 5) The University of Alabama at Birmingham.   
 
Rose Jones shared a report from the Evaluation Committee.  She asked for volunteers to help at the table.  The 
procedures for handling projectors were discussed.  Julie Holmes stated that presenters were notified about the 
equipment MSERA would provide.   
 
 

MSERA AWARDS REPORTS 
 
Eddie Shaw reported that there were submissions for the Herbert Hanley Dissertation Award and James McLean 
Outstanding Research Paper Award.  Each paper was reviewed by five people.  There was no uniform rubric used 
for evaluation and no clear winner for either category.  There will not be an award for either category this year.  
Eddie suggested that a rubric be developed for evaluation and posted on the web.  He thanked all who helped with 
reviews. 
 
Richard Kazelskis reported that several names were submitted for the Walter Mathews Historical Contribution 
Award.  He expressed concerns that clarification was needed on the Walter Mathews Award and Harry Bowman 
Award.  This will be addressed in the spring board meeting. 
 
Judy Boser submitted a report from the Harry Bowman Award Committee.  Five states were represented on the 
committee.  The committee had three individuals nominated for the Harry Bowman Award.  This year the award 
will be presented to Bill Spencer at the Business meeting on Thursday night. 
 

  



MSERA RESEARCH FOCUS OFFERINGS AND PUBLICATIONS  
 
Lynn Howerton sent a report that included the Production Planning Calendar Summary for 2011.  The question was 
posed, “What happens if the Researcher is sent to member name or current resident?”  Linda Kondrick will poll 
members before the spring board meeting.  Kathy Campbell made a motion to approve the additional costs of four 
extra pages for the Anniversary publication of the Researcher and Rob Kennedy seconded it.  The motion carried. 
 
Tony Onwuegbuzie sent a report; however, since Internet was not available at the Board Meeting, the report could 
not be accessed.  Linda Kondrick will email the report to all.  A paper was left out of the last issue.  The printer will 
reprint the publication since it was their fault. 
 
Rob Kennedy provided a report from the Publications and Communications Committee.    He discussed suggestions 
and recommendations from the committee which included the creation of a Technology Committee.  Charlie Notar 
made the motion to create a Technology Committee.  Functions and duties for the Technology Committee will be 
reviewed and proposed at the spring board meeting.  Dana Thames seconded the motion.    After no discussion, a 
vote was taken.  The motion carried.     
 
Michelle Haj-Broussard reported that there was an unprecedented number of Research In Progress sessions 
submitted.  In order to accommodate the large numbers, poster sessions were added for Research In Progress. 
 
Linda Morse provided a report from the Research Mentors Committee.  There were two well attended sessions 
last year.  Door prizes featuring new books on educational research topics were donated by Pearson Higher 
Education.  Mentors were identified with pink ribbons for their badges and the official MSERA Mentors’ pin.  The 
plans for this year are to follow the same format.  Two meetings have again been scheduled and Cengage has 
donated a box of books for door prizes. 
 
David Morse presented a report from the Archives Committee.  Archives holdings of publications are almost 
complete.  A table was provided that summarized papers, handouts, or flotsam and jetsam collected from sessions 
at the 2009 conference in Baton Rouge.  He stated that the evaluation committee does a good job getting papers 
and emphasized that all session presiders should get a paper for each session. 
 
David Morse presented a report on the MSERA Website.  He stated that the MSERA website is in its 14th year and 
exists at two URLs.  The current program was received and posted.  All but three issues of the Researcher have 
been posted on the Website. 
 
Harry Bowman presented an Agreement For The Consortium of State and Regional Educational Research 
Associations (SRERA) to establish an Aligned Organization Relationship with The American Educational Research 
Association.    SRERA will be required to establish by-laws.  The report outlined the contributions to the 
Relationship by AERA, the Contributions to the Relationship by the Consortium, and the Collaborations by AERA 
and the Consortium.  SRERA is an Aligned Organization with AERA.  The charge by AERA of $250 will provide a 
meeting room for the Consortium Business Session for 4 years starting in 2011.  AERA will endeavor to provide an 
Exhibit Hall Booth for the AERA Annual Meeting to the Consortium at a discounted rate.   SRERA will get a slot on 
the program for the winner of the distinguished paper.  Harry asked for approval of amount to provide a booth.  
Dana Thames made a motion to provide $200 for the booth and Charlie Notar seconded.  After a discussion, a vote 
was taken.  The motion carried.   
 
  



MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT  
And DIRECTORS REPORTS 

 
Jane Nell Luster led a discussion of recruitment of volunteers.  The question was asked, “Do we want to ask people 
to volunteer for something that does not exist?” and “Do we want members to volunteer and never be 
contacted?”  Linda Kondrick asked for a committee to look at the Call for Participation and revise.  Eddie Shaw, Cliff 
Hofwolt, Jane Nell Luster, and Linda Kondrick volunteered and will work on the form for distribution on Thursday 
night.  Procedures for recruitment and use of volunteers will be developed and Linda Kondrick will pilot this 
procedure for the next year.   
 
Ava Pugh presented the Minutes of the 2009 Fall MSERF Board Meeting.  New officers were elected as follows:  
Ava Pugh-President and Beverly Klecker-Vice President.  Members of the Board of directors are:  Gypsy Abbott, 
Bob Rasmussen, Dana Thames, Patrick Kariuki, and Eddie Shaw.  The balance in the MSERF checking account is 
$13,251.  MSERF will continue to support the MSERA Outstanding Paper Award at $250 and the MSERA Website at 
$250 per year.  The Board will continue to recognize contributors to MSERF in the membership issue of The MSERA 
Researcher.   
 
Nancy Fox reported that she contacted Alabama College of Education Deans at all universities in the state 
encouraging participation in the 2010 MSERA Conference.  Reminder emails were sent to University Deans in 
October.  The email asked Deans to forward the information to all professors.   
 
Pamela Broadston sent letters to all College of Education Deans in Arkansas.  A copy of the letters was shared. 
 
JoAnna Dickey sent a report but it did not get copied for distribution.  The report will be sent by email.  JoAnna has 
asked to be replaced as Local Arrangements chair in Kentucky. 
 
Betty Porter developed a database of all who have attended from Louisiana in the last three years.  She sent 
MSERA 2010 conference information via email during the year.    
 
Rose Jones shared copies of information that was mailed to Universities throughout Mississippi.  She sent 
information several times during the past year. 
 
Kathleen Campbell and Rebecca Robichaux sent an email invitation and the tri-fold brochure advertising the 
MSERA 2010 meeting to all Deans of Colleges of Education at every university in Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Alabama, and Kentucky.  Kathleen asked faculty who teach in the Educational Leadership doctoral 
program to encourage/facilitate doctoral students to present.  She also recruited two colleagues to run for offices.  
She designed an LERA flyer to distribute at the MSERA 2010 conference. 
 
Charlie Notar has all addresses and correct names for all College of Education Deans by states.  Anyone wanting a 
copy should contact Charlie. 
 
Rebecca Robichaux promoted the MSERA 2010 conference via the tri-fold brochure. She also actively recruits 
faculty and graduate students.  Rebecca offers help to first time presenters. 
 
There was a discussion of how to handle “No Shows”.  Linda Kondrick will create a committee to develop a policy 
for “no shows”.  The policy will be presented at the spring board meeting.   
 

  



FUTURE CONFERENCE REPORTS  
 
Linda Kondrick restated the need to look for a new Kentucky local arrangements chair since JoAnna Dickey has 
asked to step down. 
 
Walter Mathews discussed the 40th Anniversary Conference which will be held November 1-4, 2011.  He 
summarized by stating that the Anniversary Conference will:  1) Examine the past to see what we can learn from it, 
2) Look at the present and celebrate, and 3) Look at the future to see where we are going.  The conference will be 
four days instead of three and will offer both pre and post conference sessions.  He discussed several offsite 
activities that would be available and highlighted a number of events/receptions to be held during the conference.  
A Time Capsule will be buried on campus near the School of Education and will contain a special collection of items 
and objects.  There will be a ceremony for burying the Time Capsule.  A form was distributed to Board Members 
for suggestions for items for the time capsule.  The form will also be distributed during the conference.  Nancy Fox 
shared information on the Initialism Project and distributed post cards to Board Members for submitting an idea 
for the initials MSERA.  Post cards will be distributed during the conference.  Nancy created a banner for the 
registration area where post cards will also be available.  Other ideas such as MSERA Trivia contest, Wikis, Photos 
from the Past, and $40 for 40 years were discussed.  
 
Kay Pepper announced that they would have a table set up from Mississippi.  She asked all to stop by and pick up a 
bag with information and items from Mississippi.  
 
Robert Fox discussed the local arrangements for the 2011 conference.  There will not be a luncheon.  There are 4 
ball rooms, 2 auditoriums, and 2 board rooms.  The Spring Board Meeting will be February 25-26, 2011 at the Inn 
at Ole Miss.   The room rate is $104 plus tax.  A total of 30 rooms have been set aside for the board meeting.  
Board members may check in beginning October 31, 2011 for the Fall Conference.  A total of 50 rooms are 
available for early check in.  Check out will be November 4, 2011.  Members can make reservations at 662 234-
2331 or 888 486-7666 and should request either the Spring Board Meeting or Fall Conference.  A free continental 
breakfast is provided and the hotel has a café on site.  The hotel shuttle will take attendees to and from the square 
at no cost.  Parking is free.  Robert noted that suites are available for $159 and if we hit an overflow, 40 additional 
rooms are available downtown.  He will pay for the printing of The Heritage Volume. 
 
Walt Mathews will get a cost for purchasing a mailing list from AERA.  The goal is to broaden the appeal and 
increase membership.  Betty Porter made a motion and Dana Thames seconded the motion for the executive 
committee to investigate and make decisions on how much to spend to send out additional information for 
advertising the 2011 conference.  The motion carried.   
 
Linda Kondrick reminded members that dinner is at 6:00.  Nancy Fox made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Kathy Campbell seconded he motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mid-South Educational Research Association 
2009 Board of Directors Meeting 

Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center 
Baton Rouge, LA 
November 3, 2009 

 
Members Present:  Dana Thames, Linda Kondrick, Jane Nell Luster, Cliff Hofwolt, Gloria Swain, Rose Jones, Eddie 
Shaw, Harry Bowman,  John Slate, Tony Onwuegbuzie, Joanna Dickey, Charley Notar,  Nancy Fox, Donna Herring, 
Betty Porter, David Morse, Linda Morse, Walter Mathews, Rebecca Frels, Paige Baggett, Lynn Howerton, Mary 
Jane Bradley, David Bell, Julie Holmes 
 

Organization Business 
 
Welcome                                                  Dana Thames, President 
President Dana Thames called the meeting to order at 2:20 pm.  She welcomed board members to Baton Rouge 
thanked everyone for their attendance.  Dana expressed her gratitude to everyone for their cards, positive thoughts 
and well wishes during the past several months.  Arrangements for dinner were announced.  Dana thanked Jane Nell, 
Eddie, and Cliff for their dedication and hard work on conference arrangements and the program. 
 
 
Vice-President’s Report                                    Linda Kondrick 
Linda reported that five papers were submitted for the Distinguished Paper Award and seven papers submitted for 
the Outstanding Dissertation Award.  Linda thanked all for their concern and expressions of sympathy during her 
difficult time.  She had nothing to report on the operations manual.  Dana called attention to the presentation of  
papers on Friday morning from 9 to 9:50 and encouraged all to attend. 
 
Minutes                      Donna Herring, Secretary 
Minutes from the 2009 Spring Board Meeting were distributed.  Eddie Shaw made a motion to approve the minutes.  
Nancy Fox seconded.  The motion carried.  Jane Nell Luster reminded all that only elected board members could 
vote. 
 
Executive Director’s Report                                         Cliff Hofwolt 
Cliff Hofwolt submitted a Membership Analysis/Conference Registration report.  Membership has remained around 
500.  Presently 207 have registered for the 2009 conference.  Figures for 2006 (327), 2007 (272), and 2008 (335) are 
post conference membership, while the 2009 numbers are pre-conference membership.   
 
A comparison of conference costs was presented.  This conference will cost approximately $28,000 in comparison 
to Hot Springs at $13,000, Knoxville at $14,000, and Birmingham at $18,000.  Cliff predicts that meeting costs will 
continue to go up yet membership is remaining constant.  This year we will go in the hole with the operating budget.  
Cliff asks that we consider raising our fees at the spring 2010 Board meeting.  The $400 Institutional Members 
increased from 11 in 2009 to 12 in 2010 and the $250 level decreased from 21 in 2009 to 18 in 2010. 
 
Constitution and Bylaws                                     Harry Bowman 
Harry Bowman had nothing for consideration. 
 
Nominations         Dana Thames, President 
The Slate of Candidates for terms beginning 2009 is as follows:  VP/President Elect—Eddie Shaw, At-Large 
Representatives—David Bell, Kathleen Campbell, Charles Notar, and Rebecca Robichaux. 
 

Conferences Reports 
 
Program Chair                  Eddie Shaw 
A program report was submitted by Julie Holmes and Eddie Shaw.  Over 300 proposals were submitted.  Proposals 
were evaluated by at least two reviewers.  The acceptance rate was 95% with 223 papers, 33 displays, 8 
symposiums, 11 training sessions, and 13 RIPs accepted.  A tri-fold brochure listing program sessions for each day 
and an addendum of late changes in the program will be provided at the registration desk.  Eddie asked board 



members to assist with presiding over a session.  Suggested revisions to the conference software and proposal 
submission processes were discussed.   
 
Future Sites                                       JoAnna Dickey 
A Report of the Future Site Committee was submitted by JoAnna Dickey and Patrick Kariuki.  The 2010 conference 
will be held in Mobile, Alabama with 2011 in Oxford, Mississippi, and 2012 in Lexington, Kentucky.  Dr. Larry 
Daniels has submitted a proposal for 2013 in Pensacola Beach, Florida which would call for a slight change in the 
MSERA rotation policy since 2013 would normally be Alabama’s year.  Linda Kondrick made a motion that we 
allow Florida to submit a proposal for 2013.  Eddie Shaw seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Dana asked 
JoAnna to notify Dr. Daniels about the board approved change in rotation for 2013 which would allow Florida to 
submit a proposal. 
 
Local Arrangements         Jane Nell Luster 
Jane Nell reported that she is in the process of finalizing total costs for this conference.  She suggested that it might 
be helpful to do a timeline for future local arrangements committees.  The committee has goodie bags for attendees 
and secured door prizes from Louisiana which will be given out at the Wednesday luncheon.  
 
Dana called attention to all meetings for students and new members and encouraged board members to stop by. 
 
Dana brought long sleeve MSERA shirts for all board members to pick up after the meeting. 
 
2010 Conference Location                Eddie Shaw 
A 2010 MSERA Local Arrangements report was submitted by Eddie Shaw.  The fall 2010 meeting will be 
November 2-5 in Mobile, Alabama.  The room rate for the Riverview is $129 and $149 for the Battle House.  Eddie 
has a poster spot lighting Mobile that will be on display during the conference.  All presentations will be in The 
Riverview. 
  
2011 40th Anniversary Conference              Walt Mathews 
Walt Mathews discussed the preliminary plans for the 2011 Anniversary Meeting.  He announced a planning 
meeting for Wednesday at 2:00 in the Capitol Room.  So far, 45 people have a role in the 40th Anniversary 
Celebration.  Walt encouraged all board members to volunteer for a committee.  Dana reminded all that Ole Miss 
has a hotel on campus with limited rooms and encouraged those who want to attend the 2011 conference to get 
rooms now at the hotel on campus. 
 
Evaluations               Julie Holmes/Mary Nell McNeese, Co-Chairs 
Dana announced that Julie Holmes and Mary Nell McNeese will have a table set up outside the meeting rooms. 
 
Research in the Schools                 Tony Onwuegbuzie 
A report was submitted by Tony Onwuegbuzie.  He introduced Rebecca Frels as the new member of their team.  She 
serves as editorial assistant.  Research in the Schools (RITS) has received 31 manuscripts thus far this year.  Tony 
thanked Cliff and David Morse for their help.  RITS has 54 members on the board.  The recipients of the 2009 
Outstanding Reviewer’s Award are Angela Gibson, David Morse, and Robert Kennedy.  RITS is indexed by ERIC 
and has secured licensing agreements to PROQUEST and EBSCO. 
 
Researcher          Lynn Howerton/Mary Jane Bradley, Co-Editors 
A three part report was submitted by Lynn and Mary Jane.  Part 1 provided a summary of costs for publishing and 
disseminating the Researcher in 2009.  Part 2 outlined the Production Planning Calendar for 2010, and Part 3 
defined deadlines for all contributors for each issue.  The editors expect a need for extra pages in the 40th 
Anniversary edition of the Researcher. 
 
MSERA Mentors               Linda Morse 
A Research Mentors Committee report was submitted by Linda Morse.  Meetings at the 2008 conference were very 
well attended.  Ribbons and Pins were used to easily identify mentors last year and will again be used this year.  
Three boxes of books have been donated as door prizes for the Mentor sessions from Pearson Higher Education.    
 
  



Archives and Website               David Morse  
A Report of the Archives Committee was submitted by David Morse.  Archives are held in the Mississippi State 
University Mitchell Memorial Library.  Archives holdings of publications for 2009 are pretty much complete.  Some 
MSERA history is missing submissions covering the reigns of three former presidents.   
 
An Update on the MSERA World Wide Web Page was provided by David Morse.  The MSERA web site is in its 
12th year and exists at two URLs.    The on-line submissions site was again in operation this year.  The conference 
program was posted on the site by mid-October.  David made a recommendation that abstracts be posted prior to the 
conference about the same time that the program is published. 
 
Development Chair             Charles Notar 
A report was submitted by Charles Notar.  Charles sent 151 letters with invoices to Deans on May 18th.   Charles 
thanked Lynn and Mary Jane for publishing information in the Researcher.  He suggested that letters and invoices 
be sent out within a month of the new budget year for each state.   He also plans to send email to each state 
representative once the letters have been mailed so they can do follow-up with the Deans in their state.   
 
Membership               Paige Baggett/Rebecca Robichaux, Co-Chairs 
A membership brochure was developed and disseminated electronically. 
 
MSERF 
Dana distributed the minutes from the MSERF 2008 Fall Board Meeting. 
 
Publications and Communications             Rob Kennedy/Tom Lucey, Co-Chairs 
Dana distributed the Publications and Communications committee report.  The report discussed the use of Second 
Life as an alternative to being on site for conferences. 
 
Alabama Representative                    Nancy Fox 
A report was submitted by Nancy Fox.  Nancy developed a listing of Deans from the Colleges of Education across 
the state.  Emails were sent to them prior to proposal submission deadlines.  She also emailed the membership 
brochure and resent when the deadline was extended.  In October, a reminder email promoting the MSERA 
conference was sent along with a links to the MSERA Website, the conference hotel, and information about Baton 
Rouge.  
 
Kentucky Representative                            JoAnna Dickey 
A report was submitted by JoAnna Dickey.  She will be attending as many Kentucky member presentations as the 
schedule permits.  She sent emails to all Kentucky members welcoming them to MSERA and providing information 
to be distributed to colleagues.  JoAnna sent information to all Dean’s of Institutional Members with information 
about the conference.  She also provided MSERA information to all colleges and universities that are not 
Institutional Members.   
 
Louisiana Representative                Betty Porter 
Betty sent email to Deans of Louisiana colleges throughout the year with MSERA information.   
 
Mississippi Representative                  Rose Jones 
Rose emailed contacts in Mississippi.  She received some correspondence regarding the MSERA conference.   
 
At-Large                      David Bell 
David kept deans in Arkansas up to date regarding MSERA conference information.  He plans to work with deans to 
get more Institutional Membership.    
 
At-Large                Julie Holmes 
Julie has corresponded to contacts requesting information regarding conference.  She still needs presiders for about 
half the sessions.  Evaluations have been organized and will be at the tables outside the meeting rooms.  She plans to 
make a check-list for use by presiders.  She has a box for the archives and encouraged all presiders to get copies of 
papers for the archives.  She will also have a display for LSERA. 
 



 
At-Large                    Gloria Richardson 
Gloria sent invitations to individuals in research classes and online college members.   
 
At-Large                  Eddie Shaw 
Eddie has worked with graduate students to set up a blog for students who need to study for the PRAXIS  II.  An 
email will be sent out when the site is ready. 
 
Diane Richardson made a motion to adjourn and Julie Holmes seconded.  Dana adjourned the meeting at 5:30. 
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Mid South Educational Research Association 
Fall Board Meeting Minutes 

November 4, 2008 
Crowne Plaza—Salon A 

Knoxville, TN 
 
Members Present:  Randy Parker, Linda Kondrick, Julie Holmes, Rebecca 
Robichaux, Tony Onwuegbuzie, Janene Hemmen, Patrick Kariuki, Bill Spencer, Dana 
Thames, Jane Nell Luster, Pamela Broadston, Rob Kennedy, David Bell, Harry 
Bowman, Charles Notar, Donna Herring, Eddie Shaw, Cliff Hofwolt, JoAnna Dickey, 
John Slate, Gloria Swain, Chris Skinner, Betty Porter, Lynn Howerton, Paige Baggett, 
David Morse, Linda Morse 
 
Welcome/Call to Order—Randy Parker 
President Randy Parker called the meeting to order at 2:10 PM.  He welcomed 
everyone to the Fall Board meeting and thanked all for coming.  As a small token of 
appreciation for service to the board and committees, President Parker presented 
everyone with a very nice note pad holder bearing the MSERA logo and URL.  He 
asked members present to introduce themselves. 
 
Review of Minutes from Spring, 2008—Donna Herring 
The minutes from the Spring 2008 Board meeting were presented.  A motion was 
made by Julie Holmes to adopt the minutes.  A second was made by Rob Kennedy.  
There was no discussion.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
President’s Comments—Randy Parker 
Randy thanked all for their committee work and dedication to the MSERA association.  
He stated that it will be an exciting time for next 3 days.  He expressed his pleasure 
in working with the board and committees and his appreciation for the time and 
effort expended by all. 
 
2008 Program—Linda Kondrick 
President Parker commended Linda on her work as program chair.  Linda provided a 
written report.  There were a total of 301 completed proposals, of which 295 were 
accepted.  The program consists of:  215 Discussion Papers, 50 Displays, 13 
Symposia, 11 Training Sessions, and 6 Research in Progress.  "She felt that 
the submission process worked fairly well and commended Randy and Cliff for 
their help with the program. She did have some suggestions for changes to 
the submission process. The biggest problem encountered was second authors 
who were missing from the database."  Linda suggested that we might consider 
additions to the software to assist with the building of the program.  Cliff stated that 
we may be able to accept proposals for 2009 as early as March 1, 2009.  Linda 
expressed regrets in having to extend the deadline for proposal submission for 2008. 
 
Local Arrangements—Chris Skinner & Gary Skolits 
Chris provided a written report.  Chris encouraged committee members to attend the 
graduate student social.    He explained that lots of events are going on in the city 
and that the visitor center is close.  Chris explained that meetings are all on the 
Restaurant floor.  The Cumberland Room is downstairs and is the only wireless 
access room.  Training sessions are downstairs in the Cumberland Room.  Meals will 
be in the private dining room.  The social will be in the Cumberland room.  Linda 
suggested that in the future, local arrangements be responsible for having LCD 
projectors in the meeting rooms.  Chris added that their needs to be clarity on poster 
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sessions versus displays.  He has easels and foam board but sometimes size 
becomes an issue. 
 
Evaluation—Eddie Shaw & Julie Holmes 
Julie reported that she had prepared packets for presiders.  Due to lots of 
cancelations of presiders, Eddie asked the committee to volunteer to help with 
presiding.  Cliff added that the call for participation will be available at the evaluation 
table to encourage more to be involved. 
 
Development—Charlie Notar 
A written report was provided by Charlie.  He had a 27% return on letters (112) sent 
to universities.  The University of Memphis is missing from the list since the check 
was received yesterday.  The total collected for this year was $9,400.  Two levels of 
university support have been created: Sustaining Institutions ($400 level) and 
Supporting Institutions ($250).  Letters for the 2010 Institutional Memberships will 
reflect the levels.  Charlie thanked Laurie Leonard for his help in making a smooth 
transition. 
 
Institutional Members/ Conference Registration—Cliff Hofwolt 
Cliff reported that 326 members attended last year’s conference.  The membership 
totaled 493 going into the Knoxville conference.  Cliff had 200 pre-registered for the 
Knoxville conference.  Cliff plans to update the registration form to clarify the current 
member or non-member status.     
 
Cliff discussed the confusion regarding institutional memberships.  He suggested that 
a discount registration of $25 (cost of membership) be allowed for institutional 
members.  Cliff made a motion to discount registration for institutional members in 
the future.  He felt that this would promote good will among institutional members.  
Rob seconded the motion.  David called for question.  A vote was taken and the 
motion carried. 
 
Executive Director’s Report—Cliff Hofwolt 
Cliff stated that we have approximately $53,000-$54,000 in our account.  The 
organization also has around $40,000 in a money market account from the 
foundation.  Cliff stated that we are in great shape financially.  He also pointed out 
that we have not raised dues in over 10 years.  A detailed report was not provided.  
 
Past President’s Comments—Bill Spencer 
Bill thanked everyone again for their work and support for the 2007 conference.  He 
commended Randy for his excellent work on the 2008 conference. 
 
Nominations—Bill Spencer 
Bill provided a report and stated that there is a nice line up of candidates.  He will 
open the floor for nominations during the business meeting on Thursday evening.  
Bill thanked the people who served on the nominations committee. 
 
Vice-President/President Elect’s Comments—Dana Thames 
Dana is looking forward to working in this capacity.  She thanked those that have 
already helped.  She has taken descriptions from the Operations Manual and emailed 
to committee chairs and has asked for updates to the descriptions.  Dana compiled a 
document with original text in dark print and changes in light print and distributed at 
this meeting.  She would like officers, committee chairs, and specially appointed 
members to read and send other proposed changes to her by December 15th.  She 
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will consolidate after the 15th and email all an update by Jan. 15, 2009.   
 
Distinguished Awards—Dana Thames 
A written report was provided.  The awards committee received six dissertations for 
consideration of the 2008 Herbert M. Handley Outstanding Dissertation/Thesis 
Award.  In addition, the committee received one paper submission for consideration 
for the 2008 James E McLean Outstanding Distinguished Paper Award.  The decision 
was made that an award for the distinguished paper would not be given.  A recipient 
of the 2008 Herbert M. Handley award was determined and will be announced at the 
2008 Business Meeting on Thursday evening.  Bill pointed out the process for 
applying for these awards is confusing and contradictory.  Dana and Bill plan to 
rewrite requirements/process for applying for these awards. 
 
Researcher—Lynn Howerton & Mary Jane Bradley 
Lynn provided a written report.  He stated that publication costs are still reasonable   
and that MSERA no longer has a non-profit account with the US postal services but 
plans to investigate obtaining this status. Lynn provided a Planning Calendar 
Summary with deadlines as well as a chart containing Contributor Responsibilities 
and Deadlines.  The editors will continue to provide email reminders to contributors 
prior to the scheduled deadlines.  He stated that it is very important to have accurate 
email addresses in order for the editors to notify contributors regarding deadlines.   
 
Researcher in the Schools—Tony Onwueguzie & John Slate, Janene Hemmen 
A written report was provided.  Previous years’ manuscript disposition figures were 
provided for the past 4 years.  Research in the Schools has received 25 manuscripts 
this year (January through October, 2008).  Tony would like to do more advertising 
at conferences in hopes of getting additional quality manuscripts.  He encouraged 
anyone in the room to please send articles and ask others to send articles.  The turn 
around time is expected to be no more than 3 months.  He announced that the 
spring issue is slightly delayed but will come out soon.  Tony stated that the editorial 
board has 57 members.  Cliff said that members of the editorial review board should 
be a member of MSERA.  Tony will make sure that happens in future.   
 
Since September 2007, Research in the Schools has been indexed by ERIC.  We have 
secured licensing agreements to PROQUEST and EBSCO.  Tony would like to move to 
electronic reviewing but needs help handling reviewers who are reluctant to do that. 
Tony asked for a motion to move to electronic reviewing.  Betty made the motion to 
move the process to electronic review.  Diane seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried.  Tony expects the Spring issue to be published and postmarked by the end 
of November.   
 
Randy asked the committee about giving the outstanding reviewer award since there 
has not been a publication.  Comments from members were positive about the award 
being made because reviewers had completed their reviews.   
 
Publications & Communications—Rob Kennedy 
A written report was provided.  Rob reported that the publications and 
communications committee recommended that Tony and John continue as the 
editors of Research in the Schools for the full five-year period.  Rob made a motion 
that Dr. Tony Onwuegbuzie and Dr. John Slate continue as editors for the next five-
year term.   Patrick seconded the motion.  Dana questioned whether the 
appointment was for one-year or five-years.  Harry will check the by-laws to see if it 
reads one-year or five-year term.  A vote was taken and the motion carried.   
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Graduate Student Advisory—Michelle Georgette Haj-Boussard & Pam 
Broadston 
A written report was provided.  Pam reported that two Research in Progress (RIP) 
sessions were scheduled this year and six proposal were selected for the sessions.  
She thanked faculty members who encouraged their students to submit proposals.  
Pam encouraged all veteran members to support the students by attending the RIP 
sessions.  Door prizes for the social and the breakfast will be available again this 
year.  The job binder has been revised.  Job announcements were taken from 
Higheredjobs.com and placed in the binders.  She encouraged members to place job 
announcements in the binders at the meeting.  Pam reminded members that MSERF 
does provide funds to help with costs of graduate students attending the conference. 
 
MSERA Mentors—Linda Morse 
A written report was provided.  Linda noted that we had two very well attended 
sessions last year.  Ribbons and pins will again be provided this year.  Two sessions 
are in the program for this year.  Linda has a collection of books to give away as 
door prizes.  The committee is in the process of updating the list of Research Mentors 
(MSERA members for 15 or more years).  New Mentors will receive the Research 
Mentor pins.   
 
Budget Advisory—Bill Spencer/Cliff Hofwolt 
No report was given.  The major report will be provided at the Spring meeting.  
 
MSER Foundation—Rob Kennedy 
Rob provided a written report.  Six (five have registered) graduate students will 
receive $200 checks and will present during the Research in Progress sessions.  
The checks will be presented at the luncheon on Wednesday.  Rob thanked Lynn and 
Mary Jane for space in the Researcher.  The space was used to thank members for 
their contributions to MSERF.  He also expressed appreciation to David for keeping 
the info current on the website and to all who have contributed to the foundation. 
 
Archives—David Morse 
David provided a written report.  Archives of MSERA are held in the Mississippi State 
University Mitchell Memorial Library, special collections department.  Archives 
holdings of publications for 2008 are almost up to date.  David noted that the rate of 
submission for 2007 was pretty good.  Specific numbers were listed in his report.  He 
stated that the MSERA history is missing submissions covering the reigns of former 
presidents for 1997, 2001, and 2004 and asked for help in filling those gaps.  He 
thanked Bill for sending in his history.   
 
Constitution and Bylaws—Harry Bowman 
Harry reported that he had no proposed revisions to the Constitution and Bylaws. 
 
Future Site—Patrick Kariuki & JoAnna Dickey 
Patrick provided a written report.  Patrick and JoAnna have been working with the 
Griffin Gate in Lexington, Kentucky for 2011 and now have a good proposal.  Cliff 
stated that a contract has been signed on Baton Rouge, 2009 and Mobile, 2010.  
JoAnna reported that the Griffin Gate hotel has been renovated and is now more like 
a resort.  There is a golf course and lots of things to do.  It will cost $109 per night 
and has airport access.  It has plenty of space for the conference.  Patrick made a 
motion that we approve the Lexington contract for 2011. Bill seconded.  It is a 
Marriott property.  A vote was taken and the motion carried. 
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Baton Rouge 2009—Betty Porter and Jane Nell Luster 
A written report was provided.  Randy, Dana, and Jane Nell took a tour of the Baton 
Rouge Hilton.  Jane Nell has a slide show of downtown Baton Rouge to show at the 
Business Meeting.  Jane Nell suggested that an addition be added to the Operations 
Manual stating that the Spring board meeting will be held at the future site hotel.  
March 6-7, 2009 is available for Spring Board meeting in Baton Rouge.  This will be 
the dates for the spring board meeting.  JoAnna will be the local site chair for the 
2011 Lexington meeting.  The 2010 Spring board meeting will be November 2, 2010 
with the conference on November 3-5, 2010.   The 2009 dates are November 4-6, 
2009.   
 
Membership—Paige Baggett & Rebecca Robichaux 
Rebecca provided a written report.  The Dean of every College of Education within 
the state of Alabama was contacted via email and asked to disseminate the 2008 
electronic “Invitation to Participate”.  The “Invitation to Participate” was also 
distributed at various conferences.  Former members at Mississippi State University 
have been encouraged to rejoin.  Paige and Rebecca will attend several functions for 
Graduate Students and New Members at this conference.  Paige and Rebecca have 
also compared the descriptions for the membership committee in the Operations 
manual and by-laws for membership.   
 
Proceedings—John Petry 
John was not present.  A report was not provided. 
 
Website—David Morse 
David provided a written report.  The MSERA website is in its 11th year.  The on-line 
submissions site was again in operation this year.  He thanked Cliff for overseeing 
this service to the organization.  He also thanked Linda for providing the conference 
program ready for electronic posting.   
 
Alabama Representative—Rebecca Giles 
A written report was provided.  Rebecca was not present for the meeting.  The Dean 
of every College of Education within the state of Alabama was contacted via email 
and asked to disseminate the electronic invitation to submit a proposal to MSERA 
2008.  The “Invitation to Participate” was also distributed at various conferences.  
Door prizes were obtained and provided to Chris Skinner.    
 
Arkansas Representative—Linda Kondrick 
Linda announced that the Arkansas group will meet for dinner on Wednesday.  
Arkansas members were sent e-mail reminders to submit papers and to register for 
the conference.  Members were invited to an Arkansas delegation supper on 
Wednesday evening of the annual meeting.  MSERA was promoted through informal 
contacts at the ASTE meeting in St. Louis in January, 2008.  A gift representing 
Arkansas was donated for the door prizes. 
 
 
Kentucky Representative—JoAnna Dickey 
JoAnna provided a written report.  Kentucky MSERA members, as well as the 
Education department chairs and college deans were sent emails regarding the 
conference.  After the 2008 program was published, JoAnna sent a personal note to 
each Kentucky participant listed in the program.  The response to this note was very 
positive.  She is working with Patrick on the 2011 conference.   
Louisiana Representative—Betty Porter 
Betty provided a written report.  Louisiana representatives are working on plans for 
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next year’s meeting.  LERA will be March 5-6, 2009.  Graduate students are setting 
up a list serve to communicate with all MSERA and LERA members from the past two 
annual meetings.  She announced that the luggage tags are a gift from LERA.  She 
secured several door prizes for the Business Meeting on Thursday.    
 
Mississippi Representative—Dana Thames 
Dana reported that all is well with Mississippi. 
 
Tennessee—Patrick 
Patrick provided a written report.  Patrick wrote a memo to all members asking them 
to proudly represent Tennessee at this conference.  He contacted all current 
members in the State of Tennessee reminding them of this conference.  Patrick 
communicated with several non-member research professors in the colleges and 
asked them to participate.  He also successfully continued to recruit members from 
his research classes. 
 
At Large—David Bell 
David had nothing to report. 
 
At-Large—Julie Holmes 
Julie reported that she has developed a MSERA display. She will assist the local 
arrangement committee for Baton Rouge. 
 
At-Large—Eddie Shaw 
Eddie sent emails to Deans in Alabama regarding deadlines for MSERA events such 
as proposal submission and registration. 
 
At-Large—Diane Swain 
Diane will work with graduate students this summer to present at MSERA next year. 
 
Graduate Student Representative—Kevin Walker 
Kevin was not present.  A report was not provided. 
 
Other Business Items 
Randy announced that ribbons in memory of Jack Klotz would be available at the 
registration desk. 
 
Julie made a motion that the meeting be adjourned.  Diane seconded.  A vote was 
taken and the motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30. 
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Mid South Educational Research Association
Minutes

Fall Board Meeting
November 6, 2007
Hot Springs, AR

Members Present:  Bill Spencer, Harry Bowman, Jack Klotz, Mary Jane Bradley, 
JoAnna Dickey, David Morse, Rob Kennedy, Claribel Torres, Gail Hughes, Sherry 
Shaw, Kevin Walker, Linda Kondrick, Larry Daniel, Dana Thames, Dianne Swain, 
Donna Herring, Randy Parker, Julie Holmes, Cliff Hofwolt, Paige Baggett, 
Eddie Shaw, Gahan Bailey, Linda Morse, Rebecca Giles, Patrick Kariuki

Welcome—Bill Spencer
President Bill Spencer called the meeting to order at 3:00 CST.  He welcomed 
everyone and thanked all for attending.  

Minutes—Donna Herring
The minutes of the spring 2007 board meeting were submitted by secretary, 
Donna Herring.  No revisions were recommended.  The minutes were approved as 
submitted.

Vice-President/President Elect—Randy Parker
Randy reported that he is chair of the distinguished awards committee.  He 
and his committee have been revising the operations manual.  He announced 
that the spring board meeting would be on February 1-2, 2008 at the Crown 
Plaza in downtown Knoxville.  Randy asked for suggestions for encouraging old 
members to get involved in MSERA as well as ways to get new members.  He also 
asked for suggestions for a keynote speaker for the 2008 conference.

Executive Director’s Report—Cliff Hofwolt
Cliff submitted the Executive Director’s Report which showed that 195 members 
and non-members registered for the 2007 conference.   The current membership 
is 518.  Cliff is working on the following items:  1) Negotiating a contract 
with the Hilton Hotel for the 2009 conference in Baton Rouge, 2) Working with 
Go-Design to tweak the online proposal submission, 3) Working with the tax 
accountant to complete the tax returns for 2004, 2005, and 2006, 4) Reviewing 
the hotel contract for the 2010 conference in Mobile, and 5) Compiling a 
total membership database for the 21st Century membership.

Cliff reported that the opening balance at the beginning of 2007 was 
$30,032.63 and the balance as of November 5, 2007 was $51, 878.53.  He also 
noted out that MSERA has approximately $40,000 in a trust fund.  Cliff 
pointed out that MSERA is better financially than in years past.  MSERA paid 
$3,000 for the custom developed conference program software.  

Alabama Representative—Rebecca Giles
Rebecca reported that she is expecting a good representation of Alabama 
members at the conference.  She has had several members propose that the 
conference be held in Alabama during the 2010 open year.  

Past President—Gahan Bailey
Gahan discussed information regarding conference possibilities in Mobile, 
Alabama for 2010.  They are proposing two hotels in the historic downtown 
area:  The Battle House and Riverview Plaza Hotel.  Both hotels are Mariott 
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properties.  She suggested that we use the breakout rooms in the Riverview 
Plaza Hotel and use The Battle House for some of the meals/events.   Gahan 
and Eddie have negotiated a package with sleeping rooms at both hotels. The 
2008 rates have been guaranteed with approximately $129 at the Riverview 
Plaza Hotel and approximately $159 at The Battle House.  The hotels are two 
blocks apart.  This would give members the choice of staying at a more 
expensive, historic hotel.  A Hampton Inn is under construction across from 
these hotels.  

Arkansas Representative—Linda Kondrick
Linda reported that she had revised the tri-fold brochure and had distributed 
them within her university.  She also sent an electronic copy to board 
members, the membership committee, and to Arkansas members.  She felt that 
her efforts were successful since the hotel room block filled a week before 
the deadline date.  She polled the Arkansas members for the top things to do 
and top places to eat in Hot Springs.  The list was compiled and will be in 
the registration packets.  Linda submitted a detailed report which was 
included in the packet. 

Kentucky Representative—JoAnna Dickey
JoAnna reported that she obtained a list of Kentucky members from Cliff.  She 
sent email to the member list regarding the 2007 conference.  The response 
was good and she expects good attendance from her state.  JoAnna submitted a 
detailed report which was included in the packet.  

Louisiana Representative—Betty Porter
Betty was not present for the meeting.  Randy reported that she has 
connections with the future site committee and is working with contacts on 
the proposal for the 2009 meeting.  

Mississippi Representative—Dana Thames
Dana secured mailing labels and mailed approximately 900 packets of MSERA 
information.  She made contacts to various Mississippi universities to secure 
funds to support MSERA events.  She received contributions from Mississippi 
State University, University of Mississippi, and Southern Mississippi.  The 
funds exceeded $3,000.  Dana’s report was included in the packet.

Tennessee Representative—Patrick Kariuki
Patrick was not present at this time.  He submitted a report which is 
included in the packet.

At-Large Representative—Eddie Shaw
Eddie sent letters to Deans and Department Chairs of traditionally African 
American institutions encouraging faculty members to submit proposals for the 
2007 conference.  He would like to expand the list to cover the entire MSERA 
area.  Eddie asked members to send him names of traditionally African 
American institutions in their respective states.

At-Large Representative—Julie Holmes
Julie reported that she is encouraging membership from new faculty members. 
She invited all to attend the LERA conference in February.  She has been 
working with Linda on local arrangements.

At-Large Representative—Gloria Swain
Gloria reported that she compiled a list of college and universities in the 
MSERA states plus Florida and Georgia.  She sent email to private 
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institutions in an attempt to increase membership from that sector.  Gloria 
distributed a handout detailing her efforts.  

At-Large Representative—Jack Klotz
Jack reported that he shared information about MSERA with the Board of 
Directors/Arkansas Professors of Educational Administration.  He also talked 
with the UCA College of Education Dean regarding institutional membership. 
Jack has spoken to all educational leadership graduate students about MSERA 
and has encouraged them to join MSERA and attend the conference.  He sent the 
electronic flyer to all COE faculty and nominated a graduate student for the 
Graduate Student Representative position on the MSERA Board of Directors. 
Jack submitted a detailed report that was included in the packet.

SDE/LDE Representative—Laura Boudreaux Pitre
Laura was not present for the meeting.

Graduate Student Representative—Kevin Walker
President Spencer welcomed Kevin Walker to the committee and discussed 
problems regarding the difficulty of finding graduate students to serve in 
the position of Graduate Student Representative.  He offered ideas and asked 
for discussion.   Several suggestions were offered.  Sherri Shaw agreed to 
develop a proposal to be presented at the spring 2008 board meeting.  

MSER Foundation—Rob Kennedy
Rob distributed the minutes from the 2006 Fall MSER Foundation meeting.  He 
pointed out that the foundation board of directors decided to provide up to 
$1,000 to graduate students who apply to and are accepted for presentation by 
Research in Progress.  He noted that six applications were received this year.

Archives—David Morse
David distributed a report from the Archives Committee.  The archives are 
held in the Mississippi State University Mitchell Memorial Library.  He noted 
that symposiums, displays, and training sessions typically have a lower rate 
of submitting papers or handouts for the archives.  He commended the 
presiders for doing an excellent job collecting papers and handouts from the 
concurrent sessions.

Budget Advisory—Gahan Bailey/Cliff Hofwolt
Cliff distributed the report from the Budget Advisory Committee.  Attached to 
the report was a spreadsheet showing the expenditures and income since 1997, 
excluding 2002.  He stated that registration was down last year but, due to 
the institutional memberships and generous contributions from institutions, 
we have a positive balance of $8,320.24.  In addition, the money market fund 
managed by MSERF is nearly $40,000.  

Constitution and Bylaws—Harry Bowman
Harry reported that there were no proposed revisions to the constitution and 
bylaws.

Development—Lawrence Leonard (Laurie)
Laurie was not present at this meeting.  He submitted a report which was 
included in the packet.  President Spencer informed the board members that 
Laurie would not be able to continue in his role as Development Committee 
Chair.  Bill asked members to forward suggestions for replacing Laurie to 
President Elect Randy Parker.  President Spencer commended Laurie on his 
outstanding work for MSERA.  Cliff pointed out that we had $10,400 in 
institutional memberships for 2008 and that he expects this to increase.  
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Distinguished Awards—Randy Parker
Randy reported that there were 4 nominations for the McClean award and 4 
nominations for the Handley award.  The awards will be presented at the 
Thursday evening business meeting.  Randy proposed three recommendations:  1) 
To reduce the time between paper submission and paper acceptance by the 
program chair, 2) To send accepted papers electronically instead of mail, and 
3) To ask all board members to solicit applicants for the awards.  Randy 
submitted a detailed report which was included in the packet.

Evaluation—Eddie Shaw and Julie Holmes
Eddie reported that there is a presider table set up with folders for each 
presider.  He asked that everyone complete an individual conference 
evaluation in order to better plan for future conferences.  He also 
reinforced the need for presiders to obtain papers from each presenter.

Future Site—Patrick Kariuki/Susan Santoli
Patrick commended the future site committee for an excellent job.  The 
committee has selected the Hilton Hotel in Baton Rouge as the site for the 
2009 Annual Meeting and has forwarded the recommendation to Cliff and Bill. 
Patrick submitted a report from the Future Site Committee which was included 
in the packet.  It details possible locations for 2010, 2011, and 2012.

Graduate Student Advisory—Sherry Shaw/Michelle Haj-Boussard
Sherry reported that Michelle worked very hard to get door prizes for the 
graduate meetings.  She thanked the foundation for their support and efforts 
to make this a reality.  Sherry submitted a report from the Graduate Student 
Advisory Committee which was included in the packet.  The report details the 
recommendations for 2008.

Growth and Expansion—Larry Daniel
Larry stated that the committee from last year has no additional report.  He 
also reported that a resolution was passed to allow non-member states to 
submit proposals for future conference sites.

Local Arrangements—Linda Kondrick
Linda submitted a report from the Local Arrangements Committee.  The report 
was included in the packet.  Linda discussed the details of the report which 
included:  1) Banquet Event Orders, 2) Audio-visual Equipment, 3) Internet 
Access, 4) Conference Signage, 5) Welcome Packets, 6) Convention Centre 
Marquee, and 7) Poster Session Set-ups.  Julie unveiled the session room 
signs and the permanent MSERA welcome sign.  Julie will keep the welcome sign 
for use at future conferences.  Julie recognized the convention center staff 
and thanked them for their help in stuffing the conference bags.

Knoxville Arrangements—Chris Skinner and Gary Skolits (Randy Parker 
substitute)
Randy thanked Cliff for his help with the arrangements for the Spring Board 
meeting.  The meeting is scheduled for February 1-2, 2008 in Knoxville. 
Knoxville will be spotlighted at the Thursday evening business meeting and 
portions of a DVD  will be played.  Randy announced that a display about the 
Knoxville conference will be placed in the lobby during the conference.

Membership—Paige Baggett/James Kirylo
Pagie stated that the email version of the flyer was a great resource.  It 
was disseminated at AERA as well as in her college.  
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MSERA Mentors—Linda Morse
Linda submitted a report from the Mentors Committee.  The report was included 
in the packet.  Linda reported that the committee is in the process of 
updating the mentors list.  She announced that Pearson Publishing had sent 
books to be used as door prizes at the Mentor Sessions.  

Nominations—Gahan Bailey
Gahan submitted a report from the Nominations Committee.  The report was 
included in the packet.  Gahan stated that she was pleased that many had 
accepted nominations to run for office in MSERA.  The ballots are prepared 
and ready for the business meeting on Thursday evening.  

Proceedings—John Petry
John was not present for the meeting but he submitted a report.  Bill 
summarized notes from John. The proceedings will be corrected soon after the 
conference.  John noted that there was a large variation in the length of the 
abstracts and that we might look at ways of setting standards for uniformity.

2007 Program—Gail Hughes/Linda Kondrick
Gail thanked Cliff for handling the database and for overseeing the 
development of the new proposal system.  She noted that some parts of the 
system still need tweaking.  Gail pointed out that posting to the website as 
soon as acceptance letters went out enabled corrections to be identified 
quickly and fixed prior to publication.  Gail thanked David, Lynn, and Mary 
Jane for their assistance.  Gail submitted a report from the Program 
Committee which was included in the packet.  Gail commended Alabama for 
having the most number of presentations (52), as well as Mississippi (41), 
Louisiana (34), Arkansas (30), and Tennessee (30).  Kentucky had 13 
presentations, Georgia 3, and Illinois 3.  Gail prepared one page handouts of 
daily session schedules that can be picked up at the desk each day.

Research in the Schools—Larry Daniel/Tony Onwuegbuzie
Larry distributed a report from his committee.  He recognized Claire, Gail, 
Tony, and Nicholas for their work throughout the year.  He thanked David for 
his assistance with the web information.  He also thanked Cliff for paying 
the bills in a timely manner.  Larry stated that we have signed licensing 
agreements with PROQUEST and EBSCO pending approval of the board at the 
spring 2008 meeting.  He also shared that Research in the Schools is once 
again being indexed by ERIC.  Larry announced that Dr. John Slate will be 
filling the Co-editor position that he is vacating.    

Publications & Communications—Rob Kennedy/Tom Lucey
Rob distributed a report from the Publications and Communications committee. 
The report contained a plan for completing the five-year term of Larry and 
Claire.  A motion was made to accept the plan and seconded.  After 
discussion, an amendment to the motion was made to include that the plan did 
not incur additional expenses for MSERA.  The amendment was seconded.  The 
vote carried unanimously. 

Researcher—Lynn Howerton/Mary Jane Bradley
Mary Jane distributed a revised report from the Researcher editors. The 
report detailed:  1) Costs of the Researcher, 2) Production Planning 
Calendar, and 3) Contributor Responsibilities and Deadlines.  Mary Jane 
thanked everyone for their contributions.  She explained that an increase in 
postage, a delay in the program information, and an increase in cost for the 
graphic designer made the cost of the Researcher exceed $5,000.  Bill thanked 
everyone for their work on the fine publications of MSERA.  He emphasized 
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that the publications are the face that the outside world sees us through and 
reflects the outstanding work done by the organization.

LERA Liaison—Randy Parker
Randy announced that LERA is February 28-29, 2008 in Lafayette, LA.  LERA 
flyers will be available  during this conference.  He reported that several 
LERA board members are also active members of MSERA and that some LERA 
members are working with the MSERA future site committee on the Baton Rouge 
proposal.  Randy also shared that LERA has an award member for SIG at AERA.

Website—David Morse
David referred to the previously distributed handout which contained a report 
for the MSERA website.  David noted that the MSER Foundation pays the hosting 
fee and domain registration fee for the website.  He reported that the online 
submissions went up this year.  David shared that we have the special issue 
on mixed methods research posted for RITS and that it has been a very 
successful link.  David requested that the timelines developed by Mary Jane 
and Lynn go into the MSERA operations manual and that it include the website. 
He also suggested that the proceedings be made available on the web prior to 
the conference.

The meeting was adjourned by President Bill Spencer at 5:35 pm CST.
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Tuesday, November 7, 2007

Introductions. President Bailey asked that all members introduce themselves around the 
table. This was especially appreciated since we had many new officers and 
representatives around the table.

Welcome. The meeting was officially called to order at 2:07 p.m. on Tuesday, November 
7, 2006 by Gahan Bailey, President of MSERA. Dr. Bailey thanked the Board Members 
for their presence at the meeting and praised them for extraordinary service during her 
tenure as president.

Review of the minutes. The minutes of the Spring 2006 Board Meeting were submitted 
by Linda Kondrick, Secretary of MSERA to the Board of Directors in April, 2006.  All 
suggested revisions were made. The final copy of the minutes was e-mailed to the Board 
the week of November 1, 2006 along with a reminder that no hard copies would be 
issued. These minutes, according to the by laws, are now accepted. 

President’s Comments. President Bailey addressed the proposed agenda, copies of 
which were distributed. She invited everyone present to participate in discussions, but 
reminded all that only the official Board members (not committee chairs) are eligible to 
make, or second motions and to vote. She commended Past President, Jane Nell Luster 
for her exemplary leadership as the Past-President. 

Past President’s Comments. Jane Nell Luster looked forward to future collaborations 
and promised a look at the progress toward Post-Katrina recovery that has been made in 
the mid-south region. She thanked all members for their support during her tenure on the 
executive Board.

Vice-Pesident/President Elect. Bill Spencer expressed his appreciation to all board 
members for their presence. He expressed good wishes for a successful Annual Meeting.

Executive Director’s Report. Cliff Hofwolt reported upon activity in the MSERA 
checking account. Total inflows since Cliff took over from former Treasurer Dennis 
Zuelke amounted to $59,616.64. Total outflows amounted to $18,771.69, leaving a 
balance of $40,844.95 as of November 4, 2006. 

Alabama Representative. Rebecca Giles reported that she continues to promote 
participation in MSERA among her Alabama cohorts at every opportunity. 

Arkansas Representative. Sherry Shaw reported that she has formulated a contact list of 
all the Dean’s of Colleges of Education in the State of Arkansas. She has found that 
disseminating information through them casts a fairly wide and efficient communication 
net.



Kentucky Representative. Mary O’Phelan was not present. President Bailey explained 
that Mary has moved to Hawaii. A new representative for Kentucky will be installed at 
the Business Meeting.

Louisiana Representative. Randy Parker reported that he continues to promote 
participation in MSERA among His Louisiana cohorts at every opportunity, particularly 
with his LERA associates. 

Mississippi Representative. Dana Thames could not be present. No report was available 
at this time.

Tennessee Representative. Patrick Kariuki submitted a written report in which he 
detailed his activities as Tennessee Representative. In addition to promoting participation 
in MSERA both among his graduate students and colleagues from Tennessee, he has 
solicited three hotel proposals for the MSERA Annual Meeting in 2008.
 
SDE/LEA. Laura Boudreaux Pitre could not be present. No report was available at this 
time.

At-Large Representative. Edward Shaw reported that the focus of his work has been 
upon traditionally black universities in order to increase diversity in the organization. 

At-Large Representative. Julie Holmes reported that she has secured a new faculty 
position. Despite this complication, she continues to encourage participation in MSERA 
at every opportunity.

At-Large Representative. Dianne Richardson reported that she has been pre-occupied 
with a recent NCATE review at her institution. Nevertheless, she continues to encourage 
participation in MSERA at every opportunity.

At-Large Representative. Jack Klotz reported that his position at UCA affords him with 
opportunities to promote participation in MSERA among his Arkansas colleagues.

LERA Liaison. Randy Parker reported that he continues to be active in promoting 
MSERA among LERA members. 

Graduate Student Representative. Katrina Roper was not present. The organization has 
lost contact with her. A new graduate student representative will be sought.

MSER Foundation. Rob Kennedy delivered the MSERF report, including minutes of the 
2005 Fall MSERF Board Meeting. A sub committee in investigating investment 
opportunities for managing MSERA funds entrusted to MSERF.

Budget Advisory. Jane Nell Luster made the recommendation that guidelines for 
committee budgets be developed and added to the operations manual.



Constitution & Bylaws. Harry Bowman reported no proposed changes for Constitution 
and Bylaws.

Development Committee. Laurie Leonard reported that there are currently 40 
institutional members. Total paid memberships 936 institutions) amounted to $10,950 in 
available funds. Another $1,300 in pledges is outstanding from four institutions.

Distinguished Awards: Bill Spencer described the process by which the distinguished 
paper award recipients were the McLean Outstanding Research Paper Award, and ten 
nominations were received for the Herbert Handley Dissertation/Thesis Award. 

Evaluation Committee: Randy Parker delivered the report which outlined procedures 
and a timeline for conference evaluations.

Local Arrangements 2007: Linda Kondrick submitted a written report outlining 
particulars regarding the accommodations at the Austin Hotel in Hot Springs Arkansas 
where the 2007 Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 7-9.

Graduate Student Advisory Committee: Sherry Shaw explained that Pam Broadston 
has recently changed institutional affiliations and was not able to attend MSERA this 
year. There are currently no submissions for the Research in Progress papers. 

Growth and Expansion Ad Hoc Committee: Larry Daniel presented an analysis of 
three factors to be considered in the question regarding proposed additions to the 
MSERA member states. He summarized membership patterns by non-member states in 
2005-2006. He also outlined a set of pros and cons to be considered. The ad hoc sub 
committee formed at the Spring 2006 Board Meeting will continue to study the question 
of growth and expansion, and make recommendations at the Spring 2007 Board meeting. 

Local Arrangements 2006: Richard Littleton reported that we have exceeded both our 
room guarantee requirements and food service contract guarantee according to our 
contract with the Wynfrey Hotel. He reported that the hotel management has been very 
accommodating in making local arrangements. He expressed the appreciation of UAB for 
the presence of MSERA in Birmingham this year. 

Membership Committee: Michael Ross was not present. No report was available.

MSERA Mentors: Linda Morse reported on the activities of the MSERA Mentors. Two 
research mentors sessions are scheduled for the conference.

Nominations: Jane Nell Luster reported that a full slate of officers has been developed 
and will be presented at the Business Meeting for approval.

Proceedings: John Petry was not present. David Morse reported that the proceedings are 
nearly ready and ill be posted to the website.



Publications and Communications: Rob Kennedy submitted the committee’s report. He 
asked for progress on the conversion of the RIS editorial staff to a 60/40 ratio of members 
to national reviewers. Larry Daniel responded that some progress had been made, but that 
the current ratio is closer to 50/50 since some reviewers have left the staff even as others 
have been added.

Archives & Website: David Morse reported that no papers had been received for the 
2005 archives. He continues to post items to the website as they are submitted. He 
explained that the reason the 2006 program was not posted was because he never 
received a copy to post.

Research in the Schools: Larry Daniel and Claire Torres submitted a report regarding the 
production of RIS. A special issue on mixed methods research was produced in the 
spring. Licensing agreements for EBSCO and ProQuest were also submitted for approval 
by the Board of Directors.

Researcher: Lynn Howerton submitted a report which included the 2006 production 
schedule, production, and distribution costs for the year. It was noted that expenses ran 
about $1,000 greater than in previous years due to the decision to print extra copies to 
stay in contact with 2005 members after cancellation of the 2005 Annual Meeting. 

LERA Liaison: Randy Parker announced a call for papers for the upcoming LERA 
Conference on March 8th, and 9th of 2007. It will be held in the New Orleans 
metropolitan area, at a location yet to be announced.

Exhibits and Vendors:  Julie Holmes reported that little interest had been shown by 
potential vendors with the exception that several books had been donated. It was decided 
to give away the books as door prizes at the Graduate Student/New Member functions.

2006 Program: Donna Herring presented a summary of program participation by states 
and institutions. She also acknowledged the generosity of Jacksonville State University in 
providing the 2006 MSERA Program at a Glance. She also recommended that MSERA 
procure program scheduling software that can be used by successive Program Chairs for 
future conferences.

Other Business Items

Program Development Software. Cliff Hofwolt agreed to investigate options for a 
permanent program Development Software for use in setting up the annual meeting 
program.

Program Proposal Electronic Submission. The electronic form for reviewers of 
submissions to Research in the Schools is presently under consideration.

Membership Renewal and Registration Split. Cliff Hofwolt advised the Board that he 
intends to send out membership renewal invitations to past members who did not attend 



the annual conference this year.  The issue was also raised regarding the advisability of 
discontinuing complimentary memberships with conference registration. No decision on 
that matter was forthcoming. 

Plaques and Certificates. Cliff Hofwolt reported that he will be ordering plaques and 
certificates for future conferences. Using the same engraver each year will eliminate the 
need to pay for a logo setup fee each year.
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MSERA 2005 Annual Meeting (Diaspora)
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Report to the Board from the 2005 Program Chair
November 10, 2005

Randy Parker
Louisiana Tech University

MSERA 2005 Program Chair

Proposals were received electronically through the website at ETSU accessed through the
MSERA webpage. My thanks to David Morse for his assistance in coordinating this process and
to Tom Wallace for his work in monitoring and maintaining the website at ETSU.

As program chair, I contacted members via e-mail to announce the opening of the submission
site and submission information was also posted on the MSERA website.
The first proposal submission was received on May 10. On June 15, after consulting with
President Luster and other Board Members, the deadline for submissions was extended to July
15,2005. Primary authors were notified bye-mail as their proposals were received and 277
proposals were received by the July 15 deadline.

Each proposal was reviewed by at least 2 members of the program committee. This year 45
members, representing 29 institutions, served as reviewers. The three review rounds were from
July l-July 15; July IS-July 30, and July 30 - August 10. As reviews were received, decisions
were made to (a) include in the program, (b) reject, or (c) send for an additional review. Chairs
of the Outstanding Paper and Outstanding Dissertation Committees were notified when
proposals under award consideration were accepted for presentation.

Accepted proposals were grouped into thematic sessions and reviewed to remove scheduling
conflicts for presenters and presiders. I greatly appreciate the contributions of Julie Holmes in
this important process. The initial program was developed and sent via e-mail to Lynn Howerton
and Mary Jane Bradley for review and inclusion in The Researcher on August 15. The final
program was sent via e-mail to them and to David Morse who posted the program on the
MSERA Website on August 29.

Notification of acceptance to primary authors was begun on August 18 and continued until
August 30 when such notification was suspended pending a decision of the Executive Board to
hold or cancel the conference in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. On September 16, at the
direction of President Luster, notification of acceptance or rejection for the program and "Notice
of Cancellation of the 2005 Annual Meeting was sent via e-mail to all primary authors. Abstracts
are being compiled and will be submitted for publication in the Proceedings by December 1,
2005

- 1 -
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2005 Program Details

260 proposals were accepted for the 2005 program.
213 DiscussionlResearch Papers (71 Sessions)
31 Displays (6 Sessions)
12 Training Sessions
4 Symposia

The 2005 Program also included:

Mentor Sessions
Research In Progress (Graduate Student Session)
Exhibits
Member Luncheon
Keynote Session
Graduate StudentlNew Member Breakfast
Graduate StudentlNew Member Social
MSERA Foundation Luncheon
MSERA Business Meeting
MSERA Reception
Past Presidents' Breakfast
Outstanding Paper Session

2005 MSERA Baton-Rouge
Program Demographics

Total Program Participants 421

Professional Affiliation 327
Graduate Student Affiliation 94

Total Institutions Represented 96

States Represented yl'1
Higher Education Institutions 74
K-12 Institutions 15
State Departments of Education 2
Research Centers:

Private Organizations 5

Total Presiders 75

Presider Institutions 41

Presider States 8
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Participation by State and Institution

Alabama (14 Institutions; 122 Participants)
Alabama State Department of Education
Alabama State University
Auburn University
Birmingham-Southern College
Jacksonville State University
Richards Middle School
Spencer Elementary School
Troy University
Troy University - Montgomery -
University of Alabama
University of Alabama - Birmingham
University of Alabama - Huntsville
University of South Alabama
University of West Alabama

Arkansas (10 Institutions; 43 Participants)
Arkansas State University
Arkansas Tech University
Child Development, Inc
Harding University
Maumelle Arkansas Middle School
University of Arkansas
University of Arkansas - Little Rock
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
University of Arkansas - Fort Smith
University of Central Arkansas

Colorado (1 Institution; 1 Participant)
University of Colorado - Denver - Health Sciences

Florida (3 Institutions; 7 Participants)
University of North Florida
University of South Florida
University of West Florida

Georgia (7 Institutions; 25 Participants)
Armstrong Atlantic State University
Berry College
Columbus State University
Council on Occupational Education
Mercer University
Savannah-Chatham County Board of Public Education
State of Georgia Technical Center

Idaho (1 Institution; 2 Participants)
Idaho State University

Illinois (1 Institution; 2 Participants)
Illinois State University

- 3 -
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Indiana (1 Institution; 1 Participant)
Indiana University - South Bend

Kentucky (8 Institutions; 20 Participants)
Eastern Kentucky University

. Morehead State University
Murray State University
Northern Kentucky University
University of Kentucky
University of Louisville
Webster County Board of Education
Western Kentucky University

Louisiana (23 Institutions; 71 Participants)
Academy of the Sacred Heart
Bienville Parish Schools
Brentwood Middle School
Grambling State University
Jefferson Parish Schools
Louisiana Department of Education
Louisiana State University
Louisiana State University - Health Sciences Center
Louisiana State University - Shreveport
Louisiana Tech University
McNeese State University
National Center for Special Education Accountability Monitoring
Orleans Parish School Board
Ouachita Parish Schools
Richland Parish Schools
S1.Tammany Parish Schools
School Leadership Center of Greater New Orleans
Southeastern Louisiana University
Southern University - Baton Rouge
Tulane University - Health Sciences Center
University of Louisiana - Lafayette
University of Louisiana -Monroe
University of New Orleans

Mississippi (9 Institutions; 90 Participants)
Copiah-Lincoln Community College
Delta State University
Humble Independent School District
Jackson State University
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Mississippi State University
Mississippi State University - Meridian
Mississippi Valley State University
University of Southern Mississippi

New York (4 Institutions; 5 Participants)
Baruch College
New York Institute of Technology
Seton Hall University
State University of New York -Cortland

- 4 -
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South Carolina (1 Institution; 2 Participants)
University of South Carolina.

Tennessee (7 Institutions: 23 Participants)
East Tennessee State University
Middle Tennessee State University
Milligan College
Tennessee State University
University of Memphis
University of Tennessee
Vanderbilt University

Texas (5 Institutions; 6 Participants)
Dallas Baptist University
East Texas Baptist University
Pine Tree Independent School District
Texas Tech University
University of North Texas

Virginia (1 Institution: 1 Participant)
George Mason University

Reflections and Comments

Service as program chair can be daunting and demanding. The following suggestions are
presented to guide the process:

• Online Submission should be opened as early as possible.

• Program Chair should have early access to membership e-mail address book

• Maintain early and continuous contact with Award Committee Chairs, MSERA
Webmaster, and Online submission coordinator.

• Contact Researcher editors early for program format requirements.

• Maintain regular contact with reviewers, graduate student committee chairs, foundation
president, primary authors, president, and local arrangements chair.

Positive Aspects of the Online Submission System

• Well administered by Tom Wallace at ETSU.

• User friendly format

• Material easily copied and moved to Microsoft wordprocessing or database programs.
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Issues with the Current Online Submission System

• Cannot search by proposal number

• Cannot search by author

• Author info file not cross referenced with proposal file

• Some fields can be omitted in proposal submission

• Some fields can be omitted in author info

• Some reviewers had problems accessing proposals to review

• Reviewers cannot identify areas of expertise

Although there were some issues with the online submission program, I believe that the system
served me well as program chair and I believe it to be a manageable and appropriate mechanism
for submission and review of proposals. It does require some time to become acclimated to the
program but it is a great aide in completing the process. I pledge my assistance to the 2006
program chair as we work together to develop the 2006 Annual Meeting in Birmingham.

I am grateful for the confidence placed in me by President Luster and the other members of the
MSERA Board and for the support of so many members and friends as this program was
developed. The cooperation and service of so many MSERA members during the last 8 months
has shown again the creativity, resilience, and commitment of the membership. Only those who
have served in similar capacities can truly comprehend the breadth and depth of the program
chair experience. Thank you for this opportunity; I look forward to continuing to serve the
organization.

Respectfully submitted,

Randy Parker
Louisiana Tech University
2005 MSERA Program Chair

- 6 -
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Board Report of the Arkansas Representative
Mid-South Educational Research Association

Baton Rouge, LA, November 10-12, 2005

Since the February MSERA Board meeting, the following activities were conducted:

1. Contact Arkansas members
Email messages were sent to all current members in AR to encourage attendance and paper submission to
annual meeting. They were asked to recruit their colleagues to MSERA membership (Summer 05).

2. Update contact list of AR CaE faculty and deans
Websites were searched for new faculty and administrators within all AR universities with a CaE.
Faculty members who were no longer at the universities were removed from the contact list and new
faculty were added (Summer 05).

3. Contact uninvolved Arkansas CaE faculty
Email messages were sent to all CaE faculty members who were not members of MSERA, inviting them
to participate in the upcoming annual meeting and to become active (Summer 05).

4. Contact all CaE Deans
All CaE deans were contacted to encourage personal and institutional support (Summer 05).

Recommendations for future activities:

1. Organize an activity for the Arkansas delegation at the Annual Meeting.
2. Encourage research collaboration by publishing an Arkansas Directory ofMSERA membership that includes

research interests.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry Shaw, Arkansas Representative
slshaw@ualr.edu
501.569.3169
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MSERA 2005 Annual Meeting (Diaspora)
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Report to the Board from the Louisiana Representative
Novem ber 10, 2005

Randy Parker
Louisiana Tech University

As I reflect on President Luster's charge of finding ways to "stimulate interest in the membership
of the Association". I recall that my three activities were to (a) encourage participation from
individuals in Louisiana, (b) increase participation by graduate students, and (c) develop ways to
increase communication and collaboration among Louisiana members. Upon reflection, I can
report the following:

(a) encourage participation from individuals in Louisiana,

With the help of the Association secretary Linda Kondrick and by reviewing previous
Researchers, I compiled an e-mail address book of current and recent members. In
addition, I created a list-serve of Higher Education Faculty and State Department Staff
within the state. In late spring and throughout the summer, I e-mailed these individuals
to encourage their participation in the 2005 annual meeting (this activity was in
conjunction with my efforts as 2005 Program Chair). Nevertheless, contact was
established with many former and potential members. In my e-mails, I also solicited
individuals to serve as reviewers and as members of the local arrangements staff and
many responded positively. Although the annual meeting was cancelled in the wake of
Katrina, I believe these contacts will serve as a foundation to build upon for the 2006
meeting in Birmingham. As noted in the Report of the Program Chair, the 2005 program
included 71 Louisiana participants from 23 institutions.

(b) increase participation by graduate students

Through e-mails, personal contact, and discussions at the LERA Meeting in March 2005,
I attempted to locate and encourage more Louisiana graduate students to be involved in
MSERA. I also identified and contacted faculty in research institutions that have PhD and
EdD programs within the state to encourage participation. These efforts seem to have
been fruitful; particularly regarding graduate students at LSU-Baton Rouge, Southern
University-Baton Rouge and those in the Louisiana Education Consortium (Grambling
State University, Louisiana Tech University, University of Louisiana-Monroe).

(c) develop ways to increase communication and collaboration among Louisiana members.

I believe that my e-mail correspondence and personal contacts have increased
communication among members. In addition to submitting proposals, many Louisiana
members served as proposal reviewers or on local arrangement subgroups in preparation
for the 2005 meeting. However, I recognize that more should be done to increase
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communication and collaboration among members. I believe MSERA is a user friendly
organization that welcomes participation and supports its members. I hope to use the
LERA 2006 meeting, continued e-mails, personal contact, and other electronic means as
avenues to support and collaborate with Louisiana members who can help us work
toward a great meeting in Birmingham in 2006.

The aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita has affected all of us in Louisiana (as well
as others throughout the region). As Louisiana Representative, I have made it a priority
since August 29 to check on and try to support our members who have been displaced or
otherwise affected by these tragic events. I can report that, of those I have been able to
contact, all are safe, although many are still displaced, have sought other employment,
and/or are dealing with the loss and destruction of homes and property. The effects of
these storms are life-changing and long-lasting; all of us in Louisiana have been affected
and we grieve for the loss oflife, the destruction of property, and the disruption of the
lives of so many of our citizens. Nevertheless, we are a resilient people and we will
emerge to face and meet the challenges brought on by these recent events. I commend
President Luster for her steadfast leadership during this time of uncertainty and for her
compassionate and caring approach to guiding us as we seek to help and support our
members who have been so adversely affected by these storms. I commend all who have
worked to bring us together in these difficult times and I am sure that, with compassion,
creativity, and commitment, we will emerge as an even stronger association as we
prepare for our 2006 Annual Meeting in Birmingham.

Respectfully submitted,

Randy Parker
Louisiana Representative
MSERABoard
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November 2005
MSERA Representatives' Report
Louisiana State Representative Report
Shana Corvers, Louisiana Department of Education

How can I stimulate interest in the membership of the Association?

1) Talk, Talk, Talk The more I share, the more their interest is peaked. I have
found that discussing MSERA with my colleagues, especially the quality
research, outstanding keynote speakers, and networking opportunities seems to
work the best for those who are unfamiliar with the organization. At least, it is the
best way for initial exposure to the organization.

2) Information Dissemination- Each year I have posted the MSERA Conference
fliers on all 3 floors, in all 6 break rooms of the Louisiana Department of
Education. Again, potential exposure to 600+ educators. I also see that all the
major Division Directors of the Department get a flier and a personal invitation to
attend. I encourage them to allow staff members to attend. I also give fliers to
several EBR school principals I know and whom I attend church with, to bring
back to their teachers. Again, potential exposure to another 200+ active teachers
and their aids.

3) Sharing my Research. Sharing my research (MSERA papers reflect the research)
with current and potential members builds on existing the existing bonds of
colleagues who are also researchers, not just educators. SBESE members (policy
makers and educators) are also given copies of MSERA research papers. It is a
source of commonality that works in MSERA's favor.

4) Bring more of a social blend to MSERA conferences, such as the auction idea I
proposed to raise money to support Katrina efforts. I go to another conference that
has this every year (its members bring stuff to donate such as their local or state
T-shirts etc.) and the auction is a real hit adding to the overall conference
experience. A fun way to mix and mingle and do something good for the
community that reflects nicely on our organization. A regional "taste off" is also
done, where the states have booths, with samples of their local food that all
conference attendees get to try. You wouldn't think people would need a reason
to go to MSERA, but sometimes activities like this (in addition to beautiful
locations) are what some people need to inspire them to attend.



Mid-South Educational Research Association 2005 Report From
Tennessee

This report is a follow through of the three specific activities I identified in our Spring
Board Meeting. The three specific activities were as follows:

1. To identify colleges and universities in the state of Tennessee that are not
represented in the Mid-South Educational Research Association

2. Identify individuals in these institutions who are in charge of research and related
disciplines.

3. Design strategies for disseminating information about MSERA to the individuals
identified above.

In response to activity one, I was able to identify those institutions which are not
represent in MSERA by comparing the membership list from Tennessee and the state
webpage for the institutions of higher education in Tennessee .. I was able to identify 25
institutions.

After identifying the institutions, individuals in charge of research and related disciplines
were identified through the web pages of these institutions. These individuals were
contacted through telephone to ascertain that they were associated with some type of
research in their institutions. Quite a number of the individuals identified as in-charge of
research in their school websites were not. Fortunately, these individuals were able to
introduce me to those who were in charge.

I created a list serve for all the individuals identified above and began a dialogue with
them about MSERA. First I sent them an introduction letter as a state representative.
Second, I introduced them to MSERA website and also discussed with them all the
benefits of MSERA and how their schools can become informed consumers of our
organization. The response was overwhelmingly positive.

Thirteen out of25 schools verbally committed themselves to becoming actively involved
in our organization. At least five schools committed themselves to becoming institutional
members. Eight schools were eager to send their proposals for the annual conference to
be held in Baton Rouge. Unfortunately, the annual conference was canceled due to
unavoidable circumstances.

Overall, the response to join MSRA from institutions in Tennessee that were not formally
represented was very positive. I intend to continue dialoging with these institutions in the
future and hopefully they will become member institutions.

Patrick N. Kariuki, Ed.D.
Associate professor of teacher education
Milligan College, TN.
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Report to the MSERA Board
November 11, 2005
Jane H. McHaney

Board Member at Large
Armstrong Atlantic State University

Savannah, Georgia

Primary responsibilities are to stimulate interest in the membership of the Association
and to perform such responsibilities as designated by the President. Jane Nell charged
the Directors to "identify three specific activities that we can engage in this year to
stimulate interest in the membership of the Association."

These are my three activities:

1. Share information about MSERA at state and regional meetings.

Status: I shared the call for papers at the state Georgia Association of Teacher
Educators meeting that was held last spring in Atlanta. Flyers were developed
and available to all participants that advertised MSERA and the fall conference.

2. Shared information about MSERA with my colleagues and faculty at Armstrong
Atlantic State University. Encourage participation at the fall conference and
support travel to the meeting if funding is available.

Status: Distributed information about MSERA to my department heads and to
other Colleges on campus. Even though the conference was cancelled, I will still
encourage participation at next year's conference in Birmingham, which is a
closer drive from Georgia.

3. Encourage our graduate students to get involved with MSERA and graduate
students at doctoral institutions in Georgia.

Status: Distributed flyers to graduate classes last spring and summer advertising
the organization and conference. Will continue to encourage participation at the
meeting in Birmingham. Also shared information with our local school district to
encourage participation from practicing professionals.
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Board Member Report

Mid-South Educational Research Association

Submitted to Meeting of the Board

Baton Rouge, LA - November, 2005

Gail Weems, At-Large Representative

Thank you for allowing me to serve on the MSERA board. I am excited to be a part of such a
wonderful organization. Here is an update on my progress with respect to the plans that I submitted in
February.

1. Personally encourage three new colleagues to submit papers for the 2005 annual meeting .
./ Done. Spoke with Dr. Amanda Nolen, Dr. Carolyn Pearson, Dr. Judy Johnson, and Dr.

Deborah Goodwin about presenting and attending the meeting.

2. Ask the Dean to enroll the college as an institutional member .
./ Not done due to serious budget crisis.

3. Email the call for papers to the entire college .
./ Done.

4. Encourage faculty from a neighboring institution, who recently expanded graduate offerings in
education to submit papers and attend the meeting .

./ Not done, plan to do next year.

Additionally, I encouraged our graduate students to present and attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Weems
MSERA Board Member
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MSERA Treasurer's Report
Dennis Zuelke, Treasurer

November 10, 2005
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Checking Balance on Hand February 1,2005
(Amsouth Bank)

Income (or other inflow of funds):
Registrations for Baton Rouge Meeting
RITS Subscriptions
2005 Memberships
2006 Memberships
2006 Institutional Memberships
MSERF Contributions
Reimbursement for Board Dinner
Funds Transfer from Former Treasurer
MSERF Meal at Annual Meeting
2004 Outstanding Paper Award

Total Inflows

Total Funds Available

Expenses (or other outflows):
Design of The Researcher
Printing of The Researcher
N. Christenberry Expense Reimbursement
Jane Nell Luster Phone Card
Jane Nell LUster Expense Reimbursement
Handley Cash Award
Checking Account Expenses
M. J. Bradley for Researcher Postage
D. L. Howerton for FilmJFilm Developing
Returned Membership Checks (insufficient funds)
Returned Check Bank Fees
P. O. Box Rental (through 1123/06)
RIS Printing for July 2005
Scott Bauer Expense Reimbursement
2005 Baton Rouge Meeting Registration Refunds

Total Outflows

Funds Available Less Expenses
(as of November 10, 2005)

$ 425.00
380.00

1,340.00
75.00

9,650.00
85.00
27.50

21,088.14
302.00
250.00

450.00
1,535.00

13.73
21.80
74.81

250.00
78.18

207.49
13.54
40.00
10.00
63.00

2,803.13
98.08

425.00

$10,000.01

33,622.64

$43,622.65

6,083.76

$37,538.89



Treasurer's Report
Page 2

Note: The former treasurer reported $22,407.83 in her MSERA checking account as of
February 25,2005 not transferred to her successor. On February 26, 2005, she paid the
hotel $1,126.21 for catering and related services in connection with the spring board
meeting. On October 3, 2005, $21,088~14 was transferred to her successor's MSERA
checking account. The disposal of the remaining $193.48 from the February 25 balance
in the former treasurer's MSERA checking account cannot be documented or otherwise
accounted for by her successor.

Money Market Account:
(Amsouth Bank)

Balance on Hand February 1~2005
. Interest Earned (through October 24, 2005)

$20,000.00
356.65

S20,35().65Balance on Hand November 10, 2005

Certificate of Deposit
(Memphis Area Teachers Credit Union)

Balance on Hand February 25, 2005
Interest Earned (as of November 7, 2005)

$17,066.19
. 496.19

$170562.38Balance on Hand November 10, 2005



Fall 2005
Report of the MSERA Development Committee

If you've read my previous reports, you will recognize a pattern:

With this report, I am happy to report the following status of our institutional
membership: We're doing okay. By all indications, the colleges and universities we
regularly solicit in our region are getting used to hearing from us, and their responses
continue to be largely positive.

In our first two years soliciting members, I sent deans, presidents, and/or department
heads one letter in the late spring, one mid-summer, and another in the early fall. Last
year, due to distractions associated with moving, I sent one in the spring and another in
early September. This year, I sent one in the spring, had number two ready to go out, and
Katrina happened. It just didn't seem appropriate to solicit money at that point. My
intention is to send an appropriate letter soliciting deans just prior to the board meeting.
(So, go home and bug your deans.)

The bottom line is attached. To summarize:,g
• We have commitments from)8Institutional members thus far for calendar year

2006. /j}S-~
• We anticipate raising ~5 from these members.
• In total, over the three years we have offered institutional membership, we have

raised just under $40,000.
• These figures should be taken as approximations - each year, we've had both

latecomers who have added to the membership rolls late in the year, and one or
two who have not fulfilled their commitments. Since my second letter just went
out, we might expect more members, but experience suggests that this will add no
more than about $2500 to the coffers.



COMPARISON OF INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS BY YEAR

2003 2004 2005 2006
Alabama AlabamaA&M X

Alabama State X
Auburn X X X XX
Jacksonville State X X X X
Troy State XX
U of Alabama X XX XX
UAB X X XX XX
U of Montevallo X X X X
U of North Alabama X XX X
U of South Alabama X X X XX

Arkansas Arkansas Tech X XX XX
Arkansas State X XX XX
Harding X X X X
Henderson State University X
U of Central Arkansas X X
U of Arkansas at Pine Bluff X X
U of the Ozarks X X JX

Kentucky Eastern Kentucky X X X X
Midway College XX XX
Morehead State X X .X/
Murray State X X X
Northern Kentucky X X X
U of Louisville X XX XX
Western Kentucky X X X

Louisiana LSU X X X
LSU -Shreveport X
McNeese State X
Northwestern State XX
Our Lady of Holy Cross College X X X
UNO X X
SLC-GNO X X X
Southeastern Louisiana X X
U of Louisiana at Monroe X

Mississippi Alcorn State X XX
Delta State X X X
Millsaps College X
Mississippi State X X X
Mississippi U for Women X X
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Mississippi Valley State X
U of Mississippi X X X
U of Southern Mississippi X X X

Tennessee East Tennessee State X X XX*
Lane College X
Martin Methodist College X X
Milligan College X X
Southern Adventist X X
Tennessee State X X XX XX
Tennessee Tech X
Trevecca Nazarene X X XX XX
Tusculum College XX
Union U X X XX
U of Memphis XX
U of Tennessee XX*
U of Tennessee 'at Martin X X
UT Chattanooga X

Georgia Armstrong Atlantic X
Kennesaw State X

Florida University of North Florida X X

TOTALS # of members 23 31 43 ..45'/
Funds committed $6500 $9500 $12,850 -~775
(maybe eventually collected)

= $5500
= $5275

~ .

.~£116
Analysis of renewal patterns: \v" I

2003 + 2004: 16 renewals, 15 new members
2004 + 2005: 30 renewals, 13 new members
2005 + 2006: 29 renewals, 6 new members
[9 institutions have been members all 4 year]

X - 22 members @ $250 (one in kind)
XX -13 members @ $400 (+$75**)

2006 totals:

*ETSU and UT contributed in excess of $400 for the reception; I computed the total for 2005 using the
standard rate of $400 for these schools.
** UAB added three additional members, paying the standard $2S/head
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Technology Proposal/Presentation - Gypsy Abbott



Proposal to the MSERA
Board of Directors for

Hosting the MSERA 2005
Conference in Virtual

Format
UABSchool of Education

Gypsy Abbott, Jeff Anderson, Richard
Littleton

November 10, 2005

Benefits of Virtual Conference
• Participants who had proposals accepted to the

2005 conference would have the opportunity to
share their research with others

• Participants in the virtual conference would have
the opportunity to provide feedback on
submitted research papers and presentations

• Opportunity for members to come together
virtually during a specified time period to
collaborate on research projects

Challenges of Virtual Conference

• Advertisement to 2005 conference
participants

• Making technology user friendly for
participants

• Time investment
• Length of conference
• Limitations in presenting training sessions

and displays

1



Unique Features of Virtual
Conference

• Presider role will change
- Instead of introducing authors, virtual

presiders would summarize the content and
discussions of their sessions

• Participants have multiple opportunities to
review papers of interest and interact with
other scholars about those papers

• Virtual technical support via discussion
boards and e-rnail

Plan for Virtual Conference
• The UAB School of Education would host the conference on its Blackboard

server (Blackboard has provided permission for UAB to host this
conference)

• The conference would take place over a two-week period from February 20
through March 4, 2006.

• The format of the virtual conference will follow the format of the printed
program.
- Day 1 sessjoos would be made availlble from February20 through March 4.
- Day 2 sessors would be made availlble from February23 through March 4.
- Day 3 sessors would be made avairllblefrom February 25 through March 4.

• All sessions would remain open for discussion and feedback until March 4,
2006.

• To~es~~~~7~ed~~~~ig~~~e~~g~s7~~~MS~~~~~.alJOWing
• After summaries are J)9SI:ed, the conference would be made available for

another week (March 20 through March 27).

Proposed Budget

• Set up account access for Blackboard:
• Maintain Blackboard course and account access:
• Creation of discussion board structure for conference:
• Posting and attachment support (file conversion, etc.)
• Video conversion and hosting support:
• Post-conference maintenance (summary support, etc.)

25 hours
25 hours
20 hours
SO hours
20 hours
10 hours

Total: 150 hours @ $50.00 per hour $7500.00

Note: UAB Indirect Costs range from 10% to 33%.

2



Next Steps

• Advertisi ng the conference
• Develop work plan to address any

concerns of the Board
• Survey current presiders regarding the

changes in their role
• Develop technical support documentation

and Web site

3



MSERA 2005 Annual Meeting (Diaspora)
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Report to the MSERA Board

Ad-Hoc Committee: Exhibits and Vendors
November 10, 2005

Publishers and educational resource vendors were contacted via e-mail and asked to consider
exhibiting textbooks, software and other educational materials pertinent to higher education
instructors and graduate students at the annual meeting.

Two levels of participation were available:

1. Exhibitor Only $250.00
Included exhibit space, skirted table, chair, access to power source and company
name recognition in print literature.

2. Exhibitor/Sponsor $400.00
Included exhibit space, skirted table, chair, access to power source, and company
name recognition in print literature, plus name recognition as sponsor of afternoon
break refreshments.

As of August 29 when exhibit efforts were suspended, the following had agreed to be exhibitors
for the 2005 meeting:

Glencoe McGraw-Hill
NASA Educator Resource Center
Riverside Publishing

With the cancellation of the Annual Meeting, these efforts were ended and exhibitors notified of
the cancellation. No exhibitor fees were collected.

Recommendations

If this venture is to be continued, the committee presents the following recommendations:

• Greater participation of exhibitors may occur if members who have current contracts with
publishers could assist with contacting potential exhibitors.

• Exhibits could feature member publications.

• Items from exhibitors should be given to graduate students.

- 1 -



• Consideration should be given to including exhibitors other than textbook publishers and
software companies.

• There must be close coordination between the exhibit committee, the program chair, and
the local arrangements chair.

We believe exhibits would be of interest to the membership, however, it will take several years
for these to grow into a substantial number. We were pleased with this initial endeavor and
believe that this will grow in future years. We recommend that exhibits be included at the 2006
annual meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Holmes, Louisiana Tech University
Ad-Hoc Committee: Exhibits and Vendors Chair

- 2 -



2005 Researcher Editors' Fall Report
to the MSERA Board
November 10-12, 2005
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

The 2005 Publishing Year
The Researcher continued to be published in the same format since 1998. The front and back covers
were in a two-color format with the exception of the full four-color format October (annual meeting)
issue. Below is a tabled breakdown of annual publication costs (incidental costs such as film and
development are not included). As can been seen, the Researcher was published for $4583, again within
the $5000 budget. Our thanks go to this year's contributors who submitted text, information and pictures
in a timely manner.

Planning for 2006 Issues.
The Board will review the Publication and Communication Committee report proposing the Researcher
to concurrently go on-line with its print version. Without any additional costs per Board
recommendations it is estimated publication costs will remain approximately the same with perhaps some
additional charges for converting to pdffiles. Our printer (Nelson Printing) informed the editors due to an
equipment upgrade all issue covers can be a four-color format without additional charges.

Costs! for 2005 Researcher

Issue pages copies graphic printing postage/ Total

design costs * shipping

February 8 775 150 689 164 1003

May 8 600 150 846 110 1106

August 16 525 150 740 97 987

October 24 600 150 1230 107 1487

600 3505 478 1"< ··.i; ......}~ i,~<
.,",; .

IRounded to the nearest dollar.
*Printing costs include the additional production layout cost. Print costs typically include taxes but the
printer didn't bill us the last two years.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Jane Bradley, Co-Editor Lynn Howerton, Co-Editor
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Table 1 (revised October 05)
Production Planning Calendar Summary

Production Time Distribution Time
Issue

[primary focus] contributor's editor's editor's target date for
general deadline deadline for membership to
deadline to printer bulk mail receive issue
to editor!

February (#1) Jan.I Jan 15 Feb I Feb 15
[call for papers]

May (#2) Mar 21 Apr 5 Apr 21 May 5
[leadership J

August (#3) Junel5 July 15 Aug I Aug 15
[member directory]

October (#4) September 1 Sept 15 Oct I Oct 15
[annual meeting program]

Notes:
Editors will need to allow a six-week lag between receiving contributor's information and placing each issue of the Researcher in the
hands of the membership. The six-week lag allows for 2 to 3 weeks for production (layout and printing) and 2 to 3 weeks for bulk
mail delivery.

I. Contributor's general deadline. See Table 2 for specific deadlines.



Contributor February Issue May Issue August Issue October Issue
(see Itnotes 2 and 3) January IDeadline' March 21 Deadline! June 15 Deadline' September IDeadline!
President - official list of board members, executive =official list of committee names, - announcement: annual meeting =president's message (with title)

officers and editors committee chairs, and other appointments speaker & speaker pic [SOOw] [SOOw]
with institutional affiliations <president's message (with title) - announcement: speaker's biography
=president's message (with title) [500w] [SOOw] and title of talk [SOOw]
=announcement: call for nominees for
Bowman Service award [IOOw]

Past-President -president's message (with title) [SOOw] - announcement: slate of nominees
- announcement: call for nominees for for open officer and board member
open officer and board member positions positions with pies and narratives
[120w] [120weach]

President-Elect -announcement: call for outstanding
papers and distinguished dissertations
[80w]

Secretary - printed labels) (J an IS deadline) =printed labels) (editor APTS deadline) • printed labels) (July 15 deadline) =printed labels' (Sept 15 deadline)
(see ftnotes 4 and 5) =membership directory content

a reasurer =membership form =membership form • memoersnip/registranon rorm - membership/registration form

Program Chr -announcement: call for papers [200w] • announcement: overview of annual -annual meeting program content
(see ftnote 4) -announcement call for session chairs meeting (includes highlights and overview)

[1S0w]
Grad Student Chr - graduate student corner [120w] - graduate student comer [120w] =graduate student comer [120w] - graduate student corner [120w]
Foundation Board -announcement: grant award recipient(s) ·llS!OI.t.vl;:>.~~c~mrkoulOrr - an~uncer;ir5; s~fglY2'5(Korra
Chr -announcement: call for grant applns

• announcement: t an you 150w] mem ers an mISSIOn 5 w

Local Arrangemt =site pies and promotional information -site pies -map and travel directions
Chr =rneeting room layout
Evaluation Chr EV AL: • summary of Annual Meeting FUTURE SITE: - announcement: call for DEV: -Iisting of MSERA MENTOR: -announcement:
Future Site Chr evaluation [150w] future site proposals[ IOOw] institutional members Research Mentors [120w 1
Development Chr
Mentor Chr
(see applicable cell)

Table 2 (revised October 05)
CONTRIBUTOR RESPONSIBILITIES AND DEADLINES! FOR MSERA RESEARCHER ISSUES

NOTES to contributors:
Brackets [xxx] indicate number of maximum words.
I. Exceptions to general deadlines appear in cells.
2. Submit announcements as an efile in MS Word attachment or include message in text of email. Do not send pdffiles. Submit pictures (pies) as an attached jpeg file (OTfurnish a glossy print which can be

scanned). For annual meeting publicity/promotion pies, provide web url link (any densely formatted pictures that can be downloaded) or send hotel pamphIetsllocal interest brochures that can be scanned.

3. If information just needs to be updated from previous Researcher pages, the contributor can fax or mail a copy of the edited pages to the editor.

4. Do not send .rtf(rich text format) files for the directory contents nor for the annual meeting program contents (because editors will have to disassemble them for the production staff). Contact the editors
for clarification as to format. For the annual meeting program, only use tabs with single line spacing, bold and caps in the manner they appeared in the previous year's program issue.

5. Send one set oflabels arranged in zip code order with the current paid membership year on each label. For the February issue, the editor needs the combined listing for current year and past year (non-
renewed) membership. For the May and August issues, send one set ofprinted labels listing the current year membership. For the October issue, send one listing of printed labels of current and next year
membership. (Two separate list sets cause undue lime spent resorting labels for bulk mailing.) Send additional labels of President (2) and Archive Chair (3) so these additional copies can be mailed to
them.



RESEARCH
IN THE

SCHOOLS
A nationally refereed journal sponsored by the
Mid-South Educational Research Association

and the University of North Florida

Status Report Presented to the MSERA Board
November 10-12,2005

Research in the Schools continues to serve as a premier print outlet for
research sponsored by the Mid-South Educational Research Association.
The current CO-Editors, Larry G. Daniel and Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie, are
completing the second year of their five-year commitment to the journal, and the
University of North Florida is continuing its co-sponsorsflip of the journal by
making resources available to house the Editorial Office, pay the salary of the
Editorial Assistant/Production Editor, and maintain communication among
authors, the editorial board, the Association, printer, and other relevant parties
essential to the operation of the journal. The journal continues its commitment to
high quality scholarship in education as evidenced by the current acceptance
rate of approximately 25% of the 60-70 manuscripts that arrive in a given
calendar year. Approximately 7-8 articles appear in a typical issue. Copies of
the Fall 2005 Table of Contents and the Current Editorial Board are attached.

Thanks go to Copy Editor, Dr. Gail Weems, and Production Editor/Editorial
Assistant, Dr. Cynthia Jacobs, for their excellent work in assuring the ongoing
quality of the journal. The editorial staff is assisted by a team of 54 Editorial
Board members and a Student Editorial Board of 4 members. One goal over
the next 2-3 months is to add 8-10 additional members to the Editorial
Board and 5-6 additional members to the Student Editorial Board, with
focus on adding the bulk of these from institutions within the MSERA
member states. .

There will be one upcoming personnel change in the Editorial Staff. Cynthia
Jacobs has recently completed her doctoral degree in Education Leadership at
the University of North Florida and will be pursuing other employment
opportunities close to her home in St. Simon's, Georgia. She will be replaced in
January, 2006, by Dr. Claribel Torres-Lugo.



The Editors plan to publish an outstanding special issue for Spring, 2006 on
mixed methodology research. (See attached description of this issue.) The
issue is being edited by Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie and Guest Editor Burke
Johnson, and will feature several of the leading names in the field of mixed
methodology research. It is anticipated, due to popularity of previous special
issues of the journal, that this issue will be intensely popular and will generate
much discussion and interest. We plan to "overrun" publication of this issue
by about 150 copies to be sold to non-subscribers who would like to purchase a
copy. Publication of this issue will also assist in building a good base of ready
copy for future issues.

We would like during the next year to increase library subscriptions to the
journal. Currently, about 20 libraries subscribe. We would like to see that
number double.

The Editorial Staff wishes to thank Dr. Rob Kennedy and the members of the
MSERA Publication and Communications Committee, for their excellent
recommendations regarding the operation and publication of Research in the
Schools. Two of their recommendations are reproduced here with comment.

P&C Committee Recommendation #1: Either: (1) Begin migrating Research in
the Schools to an online format, but with a year, or possibly two, with dual
formats, then survey the members before deciding whether to discontinue
the hard copies and/or (2) Investigate having a publishing firm handle the
publishing, marketing, and distribution of Research in the Schools.

RiTS Editors' Reaction: We are generally in favor of this recommendation. We
would be of the mind to continue the paper copies of the journal with dual
posting on the MSERA website. We could begin this as soon as would be
desired beginning with the Spring 2006 issue. Also, we have also made
initial contact with one commercial publisher who has expressed possible
interest in producing the journal. We plan to follow up with this publisher
within the next 3-6 months.

P&C Committee Recommendation #2: Publish a third issue of Research in the
Schools annually, online only.

RiTS Editors' Reaction: While expansion of the frequency of journal issues is a
very good long-term goal, it is not currently feasible due to manuscript flow
and acceptance rate. The Editors are committed to continue to monitor
status of manuscript flow to determine when such a goal may become
realistic. However, should a publisher with aggressive marketing strategies
begin producinq the journal, it is anticipated that the manuscript flow and the
subscription sales will increase.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry G. Daniel and Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie, Co-Editors



RESEARCH
IN THE

SCHOOLS
A nationally refereed journal sponsored by the
Mid-South Educational Research Association

and the University of North Florida

Volume 12, Number 2 FaU2005

Editorial .
Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie & Larry G. Daniel

Impact of an Accountability Examination on Tennessee Social Studies Teachers .
Kenneth Vogler

Sexual Harassment of Teachers Serving Students with Disabilities
Melissa Allen Heath, Ellie L. Young, Betty Y. Ashbaker, & Barbara Smith .

An Introduction to Confidence Intervals for Both Statistical Estimates and Effect Sizes .
Mary Margaret Capraro

A Conceptual Model for Action Research Design, Analysis and Evaluation .
Linda C. Kondrick & Kathy K Franklin

A Second- and Third-Order Analysis of Work Culture .
William L. Johnson, Annabel M Johnson, & Brenda Gilliam

Exploring the Transformative Intellectual: The Attitudes and Actions of Reflective Teachers .
GaryStiler

The American Fear Survey Schedule for Children (FSSC-AM): An Exploratory Factor Analysis
with Middle and High School Students .

Joy J. Burnham & Judy Giesen

Larry G. Daniel and Anthony J. Onwuegbuzie, Editors



RESEARCH IN THE SCHOOLS

Volume 12, Number 1 Spring 2005

. EDITORS
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Gail H. Weems, University of Arkansas, Little Rock

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
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EDiTORS EMERITI
James E. McLean, The University of Alabama
Alan S. Kaufman, Yale University School of Medicine

EDITORIAL BOARD
Charles M. Achilles, Eastern Michigan University
Keri L. Altig, University of Nevada, Las Vegas
J. Jackson Barnette, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Mark Baron, University of South Dakota
Madhabi Chatterji, Teachers College, Columbia University
Jason Cole, QualityMetric (RI)
Kathleen M. T. Collins, University of Arkansas at

Fayetteville
Dimiter Dirnitrov, George Mason University
James M Ernest, Valdosta State University
Daniel Fasko, Jr., Bowling Green State University (Ohio)
James R. Flaitz, University of Louisiana at Lafayette
Kathy K. Franklin, East Tennessee State University
Isaac A Friedman, The Henrietta Szo/d Institute (Israel)
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Research in the Schools

Special Issue: New Directions in Mixed Methods Research

Table of Contents

Foreward
Yvonna Lincoln
Joel Levin

Editorial: New Directions in Mixed Methods Research
Burke Johnson and Tony Onwuegbuzie

1. Pragmatism as an Integrative Philosophy for Mixed Methods Research
By Spencer Maxcy, LSU

2. Critical Realism as an Integrative Philosophy for Mixed Methods Research
Joseph Maxwell

3. An Inclusive Typology of Mixed Methods Research Designs
Charles Teddlie

4. Theory Construction and Theory Testing in Mixed Methods Research
Huey-tsyh Chen

5. Data Analysis Procedures for Mixed Methods Research
Udo Kelle

6. The Role of Validity and Standards in Mixed Methods Research
Abbas Tashakkori

7. Bridging the Gap Between Theory and Practice in Mixed Methods Research
John Creswell

8. The Role of Mixed Methods Research in Affecting Policy Decisions in Political
Environments
Valerie J. Caracelli, U.S. General Accounting Office and Jennifer C. Greene, U ofIL

9. Future Directions for Mixed Methods Research: An International Perspective
Julia Brannen and Rosalind Edwards (co-editors of International Journal of Social Research
Methodology)

Back-up Topic

Mixed Methods Research: Implications for Journal Editors and Reviewers

Back-up Author

Sharon Rallis



Mid-South Educational Research Association
AlabamalArkansas/KentuckylI.ouisianalMississippiITennessee

11 November, 2005

Update on MSERA World Wide Web Page
MSERA Fall Board 'Meeting

The MSERA web site continues (since the last millennium) at two URLs:

http://www.msera.org (web hosting costs pledged by MSER Foundation; costs
continue to be approximately $10/month plus annual domain registration fee)

http://www.msstate.edu/orgimserai (no cost for us to continue to use this url)

l. Later this month, I will be migrating the site to a better plan (from the same vendor) that
offers us more storage, easier access to site-management tools, free annual domain
registration and less confusing access to invoices so that I can get John Petry to reimburse
me for the cost of the msera.org site this year. All this for no additional cost. The site
may be off-line for as much as 24-36 hours while this takes place.

2. Someone has volunteered to assist with the web site. Negotiations are under way as to
duty obligations and issues such as who gets blamed when things go wrong, as when Bill
Spencer sends me an email claiming that Baton Rouge isn't in Alabama or that November
only has one "m. "

3. A dean from an MSERA-represented college asked that we post job listings, which I was
happy to do. Any others can do likewise. See http://www.msera.org!jobex.htm.

4. The new link to the "Blackboard" discussion board hosted at UAB is up; MSERA
members now have a way to check current news and post their own "two cents' worth."
See: http://www.msera.orgldiscuss.htm for instructions and the link.

5. We are working hard on posting streaming video of Ron Adams singing "The MSERA
Blues" in the hope that he won't ever have to perform it live again.

Respectfully submitted,
David Morse, Editor
MSERA WWW Site



MuI-South Educotiotud Research Association
AlabamaJArkansaslKentucl1.ylWuisiana/Mississippiffenaessee

11 November;200S
MSERA Fall Board Meeting

Report of the Archives Committee

1. Archives of the organization are held in the Mississippi State University Mitchell Memorial
Library, special collections department. Typically, I will forward about a dozen requests for
copies of papers to the library liaison, Ms. Betty Self At some point, both the Publications and
Communications committee as well as the Technology committee may wish to discuss the
feasibility of making archives holdings available electronically (as opposed to the current practice
of photocopy or facsimile transmission only). That would obviously require collecting the papers
in electronic form, in addition to (or instead of) paper form.

2. Archives holdings of publications are complete through Vol 32(4) of The Mid-South
Educational Researcher, and through Vol 11(1) of Research in the Schools. Thanks to Mary
Jane.Lynn and Larry for their help in continuing to furnish two copies of each issue of these
publications. We stilllack any archives copies of33(1), and have only one copy of 33(2), 33(3)
of theRese archer , and have only one copy of 11(2) and 12(1) ofRITS.

3. For the first year ever, we had perfect compliance with presenters turning in papers from their
presentations-there were no instances of a presentation at the (200S) conference that wasn't
followed up with a paper submitted to the archives box! At the same time, however, there was a
serious problem'with no-shows ...

4. The MSERA history is missing submissions covering the reigns of former presidents for 1997
(Dot Reed), 2001 (Jim Flaitz) and 2004 (Scott Bauer). If anyone is willing to help fill in these
gaps, please contact me or John Petry. Should these gaps remain, they are subject to being filled
by revisionist historians!

5. I am seeking a co-chairfor this committee; preferably one that would believe .me when I say
this is a highly coveted position, vied for by many, attained by few.

Respectfully submitted,
David Morse, Chair, MSERA Archives Committee



Let's begin with a minute of silence as we transition from our hectic lives, travels, and

concerns into this meeting. Also think of our colleagues and friends from Alabama to

Texas who have had their lives disrupted and interrupted during the last several months.

THANK YOU - for your dedication to MSERAand your service this year. It has been,

shall we say, an unusual time.

Last year at the business meeting, I said -

lam
Honored to be

Among all of you as members

Among those who have lead MSERA

Humbled with

Your faith in electing me last year

Your show of support and encouragement

Excited

This is an amazing organization - we are in exciting times for research, for

putting what we learn from research into practice and evaluating the results

of both our research and our practice

I intend to

Learn from our past presidents, board members, committee members, and membership

at large to build on the premises and values of the organization so that the future ahead

continues and enlarges upon the wonderful traditions that make MSERAa successful mix

of professional, graduate and practical research agenda and practices.

But I will only be able to build upon your hopes and expectations - many of which

you've shared in the member survey Scott sent out this fall - with your help.



We - I - need you during this next year to begin now by

1. Considering how you can serve MSERAand signing up for at least one of the

committees

2. Actively participating when called upon by board members or committee

chairpersons

3. Beginning to think and work on research activities for a proposal or two for next

year's annual meeting

4. Emailing me when I forget - don't worry - bug me - it's okay

5. Plan now for Baton Rouge in 2005

Thank you for this honor - help us continue the outstanding organization of MSERA

I continue to be honored. The rallying of support for the organization and for me is truly

humbling. We are a strong organization as evidenced by the offers of relocation,

alternate methods of meeting, and most importantly your attendance at this meeting of

the Board and Committee members.

It has been a difficult year - personal trials including the death in the same day of our

dear friend next door and my father in law in April, our daughter's hospitalization in May,

organizational challenges - John's decision to retire at the end of this year; remodeling

of our home - preparations for which began in early spring but actually was scheduled

to begin the day Katrina hit; and of course, Hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastating

areas from Alabama to Texas - the enormity of the devastation defies comprehension.

Yet, the excitement I felt with election as President this year remains. We have an

opportunity to celebrate accomplishments, to use the time over the next 48 hours to be

planful in our deliberations and decision making. This is not the meeting I had

envisioned and dreamed. It is the opportunity I want us to seize "to build on the

premises and values of the organization so that the future ahead continues and enlarges



upon the wonderful traditions that make MSERAa successful mix of professional,

graduate and practical research agenda and practices."

With that I call the Fall 2005 MSERABoard Meeting to order .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Your packets are organized with the agenda for each day on top, followed by a page

showing the Constitution/ByLaws position description or Operational Manual

responsibilities. Also in most instances of representatives and committee chairs there is

the charge I gave this year. In this way we can evaluate, albeit informally, our

accomplishments. Reports received prior to 5:00 p.m. Wednesday are included in the

packet after the title of the office/committee.

Let's look at the agenda for each day and then we'll begin with a review of the minutes

of the Spring meeting to provide continuity and context. They do not require a formal

motion to accept or adopt.
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Fall Board Meeting Minutes 
 
 (Bold Font = Members Present for part or all of the meeting) 
 
 Thursday, November 10, 2005 
 Welcome Jane Nell Luster 
 President’s comments Jane Nell Luster 
 Review of minutes Linda Kondrick   
 Report from the 2005 Program Chair Randy Parker 
 Report from Representatives Rebecca Giles (Alabama) 
  Sherry Shaw (Arkansas)  
  Mary O’Phelan (Kentucky) 
  Randy Parker (Louisiana) 
  Dana Thames (Mississippi) 
  Patrick Kariuki (Tennessee) 
  Shana Corvers (SDE) 
  Kathy Holland (LEA) 
  Lynne Howerton (At-large) 
  Jane McHaney (At-large) 
  Bill Spencer (At-large) 
  Gail Weems (At-large) 
 Treasurer’s Report Dennis Zuelke  
 MSER Foundation Rob Kennedy  
 Development Committee Scott Bauer & Linda Kondrick 
 Teleconference Proposal Gypsy Abbott, Jeff Anderson, & 

Richard Littleton 
 Local Arrangements 2006 Gypsy Abbott & Richard Littleton 
 Distinguished Awards Committee Gahan Bailey 
 Ad Hoc – Exhibits/Vendors Julie Holmes & Randy Parker  

 Researcher Lynn Howerton & Mary Jane       
Bradley  

Research in the Schools Larry Daniel &Tony Onwuegbuzie 
 MSERA Web site David Morse 
  
 Social and Board Dinner: Jane Fleener, Phil Wilson, James  
 Post-Katrina Perspectives of  Cairo, Wade Smith, Eugene  
 Higher Education in the Mid-south  Kennedy, & Gussie Trahan 
 From invited guests  
 



Friday, November 11, 2005 
 ERIC Liaison  John Petry  
 LERA Liaison Randy Parker 
 Local Arrangements Committee 2005 Betty Porter & Kathy Campbell 
 Future Site Selection Committee Bill Person & Lesia Lennex  
 MSERA Mentors  Qaisar Sultana 
 Evaluation Committee Bill Spencer & Randy Parker 

Proceedings John Petry  
 Publications and Communications Rob Kennedy & Tom Lucey 
     Ad Hoc – Technology committee Cliff Hofwolt & Billy Franklin 
     Operations Manual Committee Gahan Bailey 
 Membership Committee Michael Ross & Jesus Tanguma 
 Graduate Student Advisory Committee Pam Broadston & Sherry Shaw 
 Nominations Committee Scott Bauer  
 Executive Secretary’s Report John Petry 
 Archives, repository David Morse 
  
  
 Saturday, November 12, 2005 

 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee Harry Bowman & Jim McLean  

 Unfinished and New Business: 
     Executive Secretary Applications  Jane Nell Luster 
     Support for travel 
     Electronic conference 
            Local Arrangements Committee 2007 Linda Kondrick 
            Operations Manual Committee  Gahan Bailey & John Petry 
            Executive Secretary Position Jane Nell Luster 
            Passing the Gavel Jane Nell Luster & Gahan Bailey 
 
 
 Budget, Planning and Management Scott Bauer 
     Committee 



Thursday, November 10, 2005 
 
President’s comments. The meeting was officially called to order at 1:13 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 10, 2005 by Jane Nell Luster, President of MSERA. Dr. Luster 
thanked the Board Members for their presence at the meeting and praised them for 
superlative service during an extraordinary year. 
 
Review of the minutes. The minutes of the Spring 2005 Board Meeting were submitted 
by Linda Kondrick, Secretary of MSERA to the Board of Directors in March 2005. A 
copy of the revised minutes were sent to all Board Members in early June. The final copy 
of the minutes was e-mailed  to the Board two weeks prior to the Fall meeting along with 
a reminder that these minutes, according to the by laws, are now accepted.  
   
Report from the 2005 Program Chair. Randy Parker reported that 277 proposals were 
received, and 260 were accepted for presentation at the 2005 Annual Meeting. His report 
provided detailed information regarding the 2005 program demographics. Dr. Parker also 
discussed his experiences with the software used to format the program for the 2005 
Annual Meeting. Software and technical support were given by Tom Wallace and East 
Tennessee State University (ETSU). Dr. Parker reported that the software interfaced with 
an MS Access database program. This software has the capability of transferring open-
ended question responses to a qualitative-data analysis program. He reported that found it 
to be relatively user friendly. The only real problem he encountered was that of searching 
the data in web format before being downloaded into the Access database. In the web 
format searches by proposal number were extremely cumbersome. Another problem with 
the process arose from the fact that the author’s name was not a required field. He had to 
research the identity of some authors who gave only their e-mail addresses. Finally, he 
suggested that in the future a means be provided that the program chair could assess, 
before assigning reviews, the category of interest of prospective reviewers.   
 
Reports from Representatives. 
Alabama. Rebecca Giles was not present and no report was available. 
 
Arkansas. Sherry Shaw submitted a written report detailing four actions taken to 
stimulate interest in MSERA in Arkansas. She also outlined plans for future activities to 
generate interest in a state that lacks a local education research association.  
 
Kentucky. Mary O’Phelan reported that a recruitment tool she uses is to share papers 
gathered at the annual meeting with prospective members at state meetings for 
administrators and educators. 
 
Louisiana. Randy Parker submitted a written report detailing three actions taken to 
stimulate interest in MSERA in Louisiana. He reported that his efforts were focused 
largely upon increasing participation among graduate students. 
 
Mississippi. Dana Thames told us about the personal aspects of a post-Katrina academic. 
In her efforts to stimulate interest in MSERA, she focued upon the web as a tool for 



communicating and networking. Dr. Thames also commented upon the current 
opportunities to redesign the education paradigm in Mississippi. She postulated that the 
current climate in the hurricane ravaged region is actually conducive to building interest 
within the state in MSERA participation. She credited this opportunity to the desire for 
immersion and a return to normalcy. 
 
Tennessee.  Patrick Kariuki was not present at this time. The review of his written report 
was postponed until he could be present on the following day. 
 
SDE. Shana Corvers submitted a written report detailing four actions taken to stimulate 
interest in MSERA among administrators in the Louisiana Department of Education. She 
observed that travel fund restrictions and Katrina recovery efforts limited opportunities to 
promote MSERA. Dr. Corvers also commented upon the challenge of stimulating interest 
in a meeting held in the home state. It seems that a local venue has little drawing power 
for this contingent from the State Department of Education. She also suggested that social 
functions at the annual meetings be expanded to make the annual meeting a more 
attractive travel destination.  
 
LEA. Kathy Holland reported that P-12 superintendents frequently fail to pass on 
program information to the principals under them. This has limited MSERA visibility 
among P-12 teachers. The best avenues of contact were found to be web sites of teacher 
education associations, and P-12 teacher professional development conferences. She 
emphasized the window of opportunity raised by the mandates of No Child Left Behind 
legislation (NCLB). It was postulated that the NCLB emphasis upon research-based 
education reforms has created an ideal climate in which to stimulate interest in MSERA 
among research-practitioners. 
 
At-Large. Jane McHaney (GA) was not present. However, a written report was submitted 
but was not commented upon. 
 
At-Large. Bill Spencer (AL) reported that his efforts to stimulate interest in MSERA had 
been focused primarily upon recruiting graduate students. 
   
At-large. Gail Weems (AR) submitted a written report detailing the two actions taken and 
two proposed actions to stimulate interest in MSERA. She agreed with Sherry Shaw, that 
she would like to see more structure among educational researchers at the state level in 
Arkansas.  
 
At-large. Lynn Howerton (AR) was not present at this time. No written report was 
available. 
 
Perspecitves. Jane Nell Luster asked whether or not the representatives had observed a 
shift in institutional attitudes that might favor support for national as opposed to regional 
research organizations. A discussion of the advantages of regional versus national level 
organizations followed. Several voiced reasons that institutions should support and value 
regional organizations like MSERA, especially in the development of graduate students 



and junior faculty. Larry McDaniel noted that these discussions are not new. Dana 
Thames suggested that in the current economic climate we might expect that the trend 
might actually be toward regional conferences as an economical alternative to attendance 
at national conferences. 
 
Treasurer’s Report. Dennis Zuelke submitted the Treasurer’s report. The report covered 
activity in three MSERA accounts. In the checking account he had opened with Amsouth 
Bank, the total inflow was $33,622.64.  Total funds to be accounted for in this account 
amounted to $43,633.65. This included the fourteen pre-registrations that were received 
for the 2005 annual Meeting that was subsequently canceled. Refunds for those pre-
registrations were reflected in the accounting of expenses. Total outflows were 
$6,083.76. Funds available in the checking account, less expenses as of November 10, 
2005 totaled $37,538.89. A second account, the MSERA money market account at 
Amsouth Bank had a balance on hand as of November 10, 2005 of $20,356.65. 
 It was reported that a third account still existed at the time of this meeting. The 
former treasurer, Nola Christenbury, had reported $22,407.83 in her MSERA checking 
account at the 2005 Spring Board meeting. In October 2005, $20,000.00 of this balance 
was transferred to the current treasurer, Dennis Zeulke. As of Nov 10, 2005, $356.65 of 
the remaining $1,088.00 has been satisfactorily accounted. Efforts to account for the 
remaining sum, including an unknown amount of accrued interest, was ongoing at this 
time. President Luster commented that this account would be closed out as soon as 
possible.   
 A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Randy Parker and 
seconded by Betty Porter. The motion passed by acclamation.  
 
MSER Foundation. Rob Kennedy, president of MSERF, delivered the report. The 
members of MSERF have agreed to continue to support the MSERA website up to $250, 
and to contribute $250 in support of the MSERA Outstanding Paper Award. In addition 
MSERF voted to match the MSERA $500.00 contribution to the Russ and Karen Russ 
Scholarship Fund in honor of Russ West.  
 Funds agreement. Jane Nell Luster advised the board members that the language 
for the MSERA/MSERF Funds Agreement has been completed except for the amount to 
be transferred from MSERA to MSERF.  President Luster read the agreement to the 
Board. A discussion of the funds to be transferred ensued. It was estimated that 
approximately $30,000.00 needed to be retained in the operating budget. Dana Thames 
made the motion that the MSERA Board of Directors authorize the treasurer to transfer, 
according to the MSERA/MSERF Funds Management agreement referenced above, 
monies in excess of $30,000.00 (as they become available) into the MSER Foundation 
funds management escrow account. 
 
Development Committee. Scott Bauer provided updates to the written report he 
delivered. To date 38 institutions have committed to institutional membership pledges 
totaling $11,525.00.  Of those pledges, 35 institutions have been redeemed thus far. In 
previous years, the high number has been 43 institutional members. Dana Thames made a 
motion to accept the amended report, Bill Spencer seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by acclamation. 



 
Program issues. Jane Nell Luster thanked Gypsy Abbott for making the Black Board 
discussion board available in an effort to facilitate communication among members in the 
Katrina aftermath. She then turned the floor over to Dr. Abbott for a teleconference 
proposal initiated by faculty from the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB). 
 Teleconference proposal. Gypsy Abbott and Jeff Anderson discussed a proposal 
from UAB to host a virtual conference. Several issues were raised regarding the proposal. 
Shana Corvers recommended that an interest survey be conducted before committing the 
organization to an outlay of approximately $8,000 for the teleconference. Larry Daniels 
raised issues regarding the status of papers made available online. During the discussion, 
a review of the APA guidelines indicated that full paper submissions would create 
barriers to the future publication of such papers. However, expanded abstracts or Power 
Point presentations of the paper highlights might be an option. Scott  Bauer raised doubts 
about the timeline. He pointed out that if MSERA were to charge a registration fee for the 
teleconference, a February target date was unrealistic since this would entail 
arrangements for online credit card transactions. The Board thanked the presenters for the 
information they related. However, a decision on the proposal was tabled for further 
discussion. (See minutes from the Saturday morning session that followed.) 
 Local Arrangements 2006. Richard Littleton and Gypsy Abbott discussed the 
local arrangements for the 35th MSERA Annual Meeting at Birmingham in 2006. Dr. 
Littleton showed a tourism promotional video entitled, “Sweet Birmingham”.  He also 
showed some still shots of the Winfrey Hotel which has been contracted as the 2006 
venue. The photos highlighted meeting room accommodations and local points of 
interest. 
  Distinguished Paper Awards. Gahan Bailey delivered the committee report. Five 
submissions each were received for the James E. McLean Outstanding Distinguished 
Paper Award and the Herbert M. Handley. President-elect Bailey announced the winners.  
The Outstanding Paper winner was C.M. Achilles from Eastern Michigan University for 
his paper entitled, “Can You Trust Education and Other Science-Based Outlets?” The 
Distinguished Dissertation winner was Paul B. Webb from East Tennessee State 
University for his paper entitled, “The Association between the ACT Test and 
Tennessee’s Value-Added Assessment.” Each of these winners will be invited to present 
their papers at the 2006 Annual Meeting in Birmingham, AL. 
 Last year’s recipients. President Luster advised the Board that a claim had been 
made that one of the award recipients from 2004 had not yet received their award. 
MSERA had no record of the individual’s qualifying membership application for 2004. It 
cannot be verified if this was due to a discrepancy in membership records or an oversight 
on the part of the recipient. Therefore President Luster made an executive decision to err 
on the side of indulgence and give the winner the benefit of the doubt regarding the 
reason for the ineligibility. Dr. Luster indicated that the claim would be settled in favor of 
the paper winner. 
 Report from Ad Hoc Committee – Exhibits and Vendors. Julie Holmes delivered 
the committee’s report. Exhibit efforts had to be suspended after the conference was 
canceled. However, the framework for soliciting vendor input has evolved through the 
efforts the committee made in preparation for the 2005 Annual Meeting. The committee 
did find that the responses they received gave cause to pursue these efforts for the 2006 



Annual Meeting. President Luster reminded the Board that this committee is an ad hoc 
committee, and therefore the new president will have to name a new committee if these 
efforts are to be continued for 2006. Harry Bowman suggested that a single level fee 
would be easier to sell and manage. Dana Thames initiated a discussion of possible 
security concerns of the potential exhibitors.  
 
Researcher. Lynn Howerton and Mary Jane Bradley delivered the Editor’s Report for the 
2005 Researcher. Printing costs for the year totaled $4,583, which is well within the 
$5,000 budgeted.  Due to upgrades at Nelson Printing Company, all issues of the 
Researcher will now have a full four-color format at no extra charge. The cost of 
producing an online version of the Researcher was estimated to be minimal. 
 
Research in the Schools. Larry Daniels delivered the 2005 Editor’s report for Research 
in the Schools. The acceptance rate for the journal over the past year was approximately 
25% of the 60 to 70 manuscripts received. One of the identified goals is to add eight to 
ten professional members to the Editorial Board and five to six additional members to the 
Student Editorial Board over the new few months. Dr. Daniels announced that Cynthia 
Jacobs, who had recently completed her doctoral degree in Education Leadership at the 
University of north Florida, would soon be vacating her position as on the Editorial Staff 
of Research in the Schools. Her duties will be assumed by Dr. Claribel Torres-Lugo after 
the first of the year. 
 
MSERA website. David Morse delivered the editor’s report for the MSERA www Site. 
He spoke about arrangements to migrate the site to a new plan with the same vendor. The 
new plan will provide more storage, easier access, better management tools, free annual 
domain registration, and better invoicing capabilities: all at no extra cost! Job listings are 
now available on the www site, as well as a link to the Blackboard discussion board 
hosted by UAB.  
 
The meeting was recessed for the Board Dinner.  
 
6:00 p.m. – Board Dinner 
 
Dr. Jane Fleener, Dean of the College of Education, LSU Baton Rouge, delivered a video  
montage of the devastation wrought by hurricane Katrina. She placed the catastrophe in 
both human and economic context. Others who spoke to the profound changes,  and 
subsequent prospects for higher education in the region were: Dr. Phil Wilson, Acting 
Chair of the Department of Human Development Center, LSUHSC, New Orleans; Dr. 
Wade Smith, Chair of Educational Leadership, Research, and Counseling, LSU. Baton 
Rouge; Dr. Eugene Kennedy, Professor, ELRC, LSU, Baton Rouge; and Dr. Gussie 
Trahan, Interim Dean, College of Education, Southern University, Baton Rouge. 



Friday, November 11, 2005 
8:30 – 9:00  Breakfast 
MSER Foundation breakfast meeting. 
 
10:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
ERIC Liaison. John Petry reported upon the status of 2004 papers submitted to ERIC. 
Due to the change over to online ERIC submissions, MSERA will no longer be collecting 
papers for submission. Members will be responsible for the submission process. At 
present ERIC has not completed its restructuring of the archives. 
 
LERA Liaison. Randy Parker reported that LERA will hold its annual meeting March 9-
10, 2006 in Lafayette, Louisiana. MSERA members are welcome to submit papers 
accepted for the 2005 MSERA Annual meeting for presentation at LERA. Dr. Parker is 
now the Executive Director of LERA. 
  
Local arrangements 2005. Kathy Campbell and Betty Porter, co-chairs, recounted their 
personal Katrina and Rita evacuation stories. They also related a picture of life in the 
Gulf area after two major hurricanes. They finished with an overview of the preparations 
for the meeting that was not to be. Jane Nell suggested that Betty and Kathy begin to 
compile an operations manual to guide future Local Arrangements committee chairs. 
Randy Parker addressed the need for all future local arrangement committee chairs to 
consider in their planning internet access for members during the annual meeting. 
 
Future site selection. Bill Persons reported that Lesia Lennex has made some contacts to 
explore possible sites in Kentucky for 2009. John Petry had just submitted three bids 
solicited by Patrick Kariuki from Debra Redmond for three possible hotels in Knoxville, 
TN. A formal written proposal will be developed to submit to the Board. President Luster 
charged the committee to solicit bids with the following rotation in mind: Baton Rouge, 
LA in 2008; Lexington, KY in 2009; and Knoxville, TN in 2010. 
 
MSERA Mentors. Jane Nell Luster submitted a written report for Qaisar Sultana who 
could not be present.  
 
Evaluation Committee. Bill Spencer reported on progress toward the development of an 
electronic format for the Annual Meeting Evaluation. The program allows easy transfer 
of both the Likert scale and open response data into either SPSS or qualitative data 
analysis programs.  
 
Proceedings. John Petry discussed the procedures for posting the proceedings to the 
MSERA WWW site. All papers accepted for the 2005 annual Meeting will be published 
just as they would have been had the meeting not been canceled.   
 
Listserve Ad Hoc Committee. Cliff Hofwalt reported that he has purchased the domain 
name “msera.net” and can transfer ownership to MSERA at any time. He has identified a 
company, Godesign.com, that can host a listserve with multiple lists for $5.00 per month. 



This discussion merged with the report from the Publications and Communications 
Committee. (See item 2 in the report of that committee below.) 
 
Publications and Communications Committee. Rob Kennedy reported on the 
committees’ recommendations regarding several issues. The committee recommended 
that  

1. The 2005 proceedings continue to be published in the electronic format only. 
President Luster opened discussion on this matter, but there was no argument 
made against this recommendation. 

2. Keep the listserve and The MSERA Researcher. Scott Bauer made a motion that 
the Board authorize the committee to spend up to $100.00 per year to have an 
independent organization set up and maintain an MSERA listserve with multiple 
lists. Bill Spencer seconded the motion.  Pamela Broadston clarified that one of 
the lists could be dedicated to the needs of the Graduate Student Committee. She 
also requested a friendly amendment to increase the amount of support to $200 
per year. The amendment was accepted. There was some discussion concerning 
the moderator for the listserve. Gail Weems suggested that he State 
Representatives could serve as moderators for the lists. The amended motioned 
carried by acclamation.  

3. Begin to migrate the Researcher and Research in the Schools to an online format. 
David Morse and Lynn Howerton discussed some of the logistics and costs 
involved. Scott Bauer made a motion that the Researcher be made available in a 
pdf format in addition to the hardcopy for a trial period. He suggested that a count 
would be made of the number of times it was accessed. Then a post-survey would 
be conducted to determine the preferences of the membership.  Dennis Zuelke 
seconded the motion. Dana Thames asked for an amendment to cover the costs of 
converting to the pdf format. Randy Parker asked for an amendment that the 
membership information usually published in the August issue of the Researcher 
be omitted from the online version for the time being. The amended motion 
passed. 

4. Publish a third issue of Research in the Schools annually, online only. Larry 
Daniel expressed two major concerns. The manuscript flow would have to be 
accelerated and the available copy would have to be multiplied. Without a 
backlog of high quality manuscripts, publishing a third issue annually would 
threaten the quality of the journal offerings. It was agreed that a publisher would 
be sought to promote the journal with the end in mind of increasing manuscript 
flow. 

5. Publish at least full abstracts in the Proceedings. Offer a conference CD with all 
abstracts and with links that allow the user to download the complete paper for 
any abstract. This discussion was postponed until the question of an electronic 
conference could be settled. 

 
Membership Committee. Michael Ross reported upon efforts to increase participation in 
2005. He was asked by President Luster to address ways in which we can ensure that 
people will pay their 2006 membership fee since we did not have a 2005 conference that 



generates most of the memberships for the following year. Jane Nell Luster suggested 
these steps in increasing membership renewals: 

1. Update the membership form for 2006 on the website immediately. 
2. Run a special membership campaign in the February Researcher.  
3. Code that issue such that recipients will be alerted if their membership is lapsed. 
4. Merge the 2005 membership list with the list of presenters approved for 2005 

which would include some prospective new memberships. 
 
Graduate Student Advisory Committee. Pamela Broadston reported on several issues 
of concern: 

1. The committee would like to continue the research in progress category for 
graduate student submissions. The committee expressed concern that there existed no set 
criteria for defining a project as work in progress. Various paradigms and procedures for 
identifying this genre of literature were discussed.  No action was taken other than to 
designate a session at the Annual Meeting for the purpose of continuing this research 
category. It was decided that the online submission form should include the category of 
Graduate Student Works in progress. These would be forwarded by the program chair to 
the Graduate Student Advisory Committee for review.  

2. The committee had expressed a need for a mechanism to have graduate student 
proposals to be submitted to the Graduate Student Advisory Committee through the 
MSERA website. The listserve was accepted as the solution to this problem. (See 
“Listserve Ad Hoc Committee” above.) 

3. The committee had an item of old business regarding another organization that 
had expressed a desire to become an MSERA affiliate. Harry Bowman explained the 
nature of the LEA affiliation. The bylaws allow for a no cost arrangement between state 
education associations and MSERA for the primary purpose of mutual promotion of the 
respective annual conferences. The discussion today regarded a student organization at 
USM that had requested an affiliate status. Harry Bowman recommended that such 
requests be handled as a matter of policy rather than as an amendment to the bylaws. 
President Luster suggested that she would communicate with the current group. She 
charged the graduate Student Advisory Committee to devise language for a policy that 
would include the following conditions:  

a. Graduate student chapters may affiliate with MSERA through an official 
application process.  

b. The application would require a sponsor who is a current professional 
member of MSERA.  

c. The applicants would have to articulate what they expected as an affiliate 
of MSERA. 

d. Affiliate members would be required to become student members of 
MSERA. 

 
4. The need for a graduate student representative on the committee was 

recognized. The cancellation of the 2005 meeting delayed the election of this 
representative.  

5. The possibility of offering a reduced registration fee to graduate students for 
the Annual Meeting was proposed and discussed. Scholarships for service at the meeting 



were also discussed. Another alternative discussed was a discount for first time graduate 
student attendees. Scott Bauer moved that the 2006 non-member registration 
fee/2007membership fee be waived for first time graduate students who pre-register for 
the annual meeting. Dennis Zuelke seconded the motion. It was clarified that students 
who did not attend would loose their claim to a complimentary 2007 membership. It was 
clarified that this arrangement was intended to be a one year trial. Gahan Bailey made a 
motion to table the motion on the table until the following day in order to consider the 
full ramifications of this action. Bill Spencer seconded the motion. The motion to table 
failed on a vote of five for and seven opposed. It was further clarified that the pre-
registration form would be revised to include the first-time graduate student category.  
The motion passed on a vote of nine for, one opposed, and two abstentions. 
 
Nominations Committee. Scott Bauer discussed the current slate of nominees for 
election of the 2006 officers and representatives to the MSERA Board of Directors. Of 
particular concern was the lack of a candidate for the position of Treasurer. Another 
concern expressed was the identification of a Graduate Student representative who would 
be not have graduated in the interim between nomination and commencement of their 
term of office.  
 
Executive Secretary.  John Petry expressed his appreciation of the Board and 
membership of MESRA on the occasion of his retirement. Scott Bauer recounted the 
many accomplishments and contributions to MSERA of John Petry during his many 
years of service. President Luster presented him with a gift as a token of appreciation. 
Several recounted their appreciative memories of John Petry as a colleague, mentor, and 
role model in the organization.  
 Jane Nell Luster opened the discussion of possible changes to role of the 
Executive Secretary. John had taken on many duties not originally assigned to the role of 
Executive Secretary. Dennis Zuelke also spoke to the difficulties of transitioning the role 
of Treasurer every two years. Past experiences have defined a need for continuity in the 
area of financial management. Scott Bauer also raised the issue of a need for the bonding 
of a financial officer, and an official outside audit. Scott Bauer outlined a timeline for the 
process of expanding the role of the Executive Secretary to include those of the 
Treasurer.  
 Lynn Howerton made a motion to call a special meeting of the voting members of 
the Board of Directors to consider the expansion of the role of the Executive Secretary to 
include the duties of the Treasurer. Sherry Shaw seconded the motion. The motion passed 
by acclamation. Jane Nell Luster set that meeting for 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. (See additional 
section of minutes at the end of this document.) 
 
Archives, repository. David Morse explained how the archive of past issues of the 
MSERA publications and repository of papers presented at the Annual Meeting came to 
be, and how it functions. The repository is located in the Mississippi State University 
Mitchell Memorial Library. His report detailed the scope of the current holdings in the 
archives.  

Linda Kondrick initiated a discussion of how to acquire copies of 2005 papers for 
the archives. Randy Parker agreed to contact the primary authors of 2005 papers to 



request that an electronic copy of the paper accepted for presentation be sent to David 
Morse for inclusion in the archives. It was decided to put into the 2006 call for papers the 
requirement that an electronic copy of the paper presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting be 
brought to the meeting for deposition in the archives. 
 
Saturday, November 12, 2005 
 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee. Jane Nell Luster asked the Secretary to read the 
two motions from the special meeting of the voting members of the Board of Directors 
held the previous evening. (See additional section of minutes at the end of this document.) 
She then asked Harry Bowman to detail the process of crafting language to enact those 
two motions. Dr. Bowman anticipated that the process could be complete in time for the 
Board to appoint an Executive Director at the Spring Board meeting. The charge to the 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee regarding the duties of the Executive Director is to 
include in the language provisions for bonding the Executive Director and the 
requirement of a formal external review of the books to be presented by the Executive 
Director to the Board of Directors annually. Specific details of how this review should be 
conducted would be spelled out in the Operations Manual. 
 
Review of applications for executive secretary. Jane Nell Luster asked for clarification 
regarding the language of the call for nominations for the position of Executive Secretary 
or Executive Director. Of particular concern was the requirement of a letter of 
institutional support. The consensus was that it be strongly recommended, but not 
absolutely required that the institution commit to provide release time up to 0.25 FTE.  
 
Support for travel to the board meetings.  Jane Nell Luster proposed the payment of a 
$25.00 stipend to all members in attendance at a board meeting. The estimated cost for 
this meeting would have been approximately $2,500.00. 
Two other suggestions were to pay .25/mile or to support only retired members and 
special needs cases at a higher level of support. Mary O ‘Phelan suggested that a poll of 
those present at this meeting be taken to determine how many would appreciate receiving 
a stipend. Dennis Zuelke made the motion that all board members, committee chairs, and 
co-chairs be supported to the amount of $50.00 for attendance up to two meetings per 
year. The motion was seconded by Randy Parker. It was clarified that chairs of ad hoc 
committees would be included. The cost for one year was estimated at $6,300.00. Sherry 
Shaw asked for clarification on what was considered attendance. There was no clear 
guideline forthcoming. The motion failed on a vote of one for and five against. It was 
agreed that the President would charge the Budget, Planning, and Management 
Committee with the consideration of the issue of financial support for board members 
and committee chairs and that a report with recommendations be forthcoming at the 
Spring 2006 Board Meeting.  
 
Electronic conference. President Luster asked the Board to make a decision regarding 
the proposal brought on Thursday by Gypsy Abbott, Jeff  Anderson, and Richard 
Littleton form UAB to host a video conference. The President was directed to express 
appreciation to those members who had put such thought and care into drafting the 



proposal for an electronic conference. However, the consensus of the Board was to 
decline this generous offer. 
 
Local arrangements 2007.  Linda Kondrick reported that the contact person at the 
Austin Hotel in Hotel Springs, Arkansas is now Carolyn Neff, Sales Manager. The 
meeting is scheduled for November 7-9, 2007. The rooms have been contracted at 
$62.00/night. The meeting rooms are complimentary with the food service contracts.  
 
Operations Manual Committee.  Gahan Bailey and John Petry reported on the efforts to 
update the Operations Manual with a particular concern that it be made to agree with the 
Bylaws where applicable. Additional changes would need to be made if and when the 
position of Executive Director is approved.  
 
Executive Secretary Position. The new Executive Secretary was to take office on 
January 1, 2006. However, Jane Nell Luster reported that Cliff Hofwolt will be advised 
that his application for the position of Executive Secretary is on hold until the vote 
regarding the proposed change to an Executive Director position. If the position is 
approved, it will be advertised as such. Cliff would have the option to withdraw or 
resubmit his application in that event. 
 
Passing the gavel. Jane Nell Luster with great warmth and humor, passed the gavel to 
the incoming President, Gahan Bailey. Dr. Bailey outlined her vision for MSERA 2006. 
She did pledge to take up the issue of adding to the geographic area of MSERA, an issue 
which was tabled at this meeting. President Bailey adjourned the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 
on Saturday November 12, 2005. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Linda C. Kondrick 
Secretary, MSERA 
 
January 4, 2006 



 
Special Meeting  
Friday, November 11, 2005 
 

Jane Nell Luster called into order the special meeting at 4:05 p.m on Friday, 
November 11, 2005.  The special meeting of the voting members of the Board was called 
in order to discuss possible changes in the role of Executive Secretary and Treasurer.  
 Members in attendance were: Mary O’Phelan, Sherry Shaw, Linda Kondrick, 
Dennis Zuelke, Bill Spencer, Gahan Bailey, John Petry, Jane Nell Luster, Scott Bauer, 
Lynn Howerton, Patrick Kariuki, Randy Parker, Kathy Holland, and Shana Corvers. 
 The Board first reviewed the current duties of the Executive Secretary and the 
Treasurer as defined in the Constitutional Bylaws. The discussion then moved to the 
possible ramifications of combining these roles. Bill Spencer made a motion to change 
the role of the Executive Secretary to that of Executive Director which would combine 
the duties of the Executive Secretary with those of the Treasurer. Lynn Howerton 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by acclamation. Scott Bauer made a motion to 
direct the Constitution and Bylaws Committee to draft language to put into effect the 
motion regarding the Executive Director and forward it to the President as soon as 
possible. The matter would be put to the Board of Directors for an electronic vote as soon 
as possible. Patrick Kariuki seconded the motion. The motion passed by acclamation. It 
was clarified that the language in the proposal put to the Board of Directors should 
include provisions to remove the position of Executive Secretary and Treasurer in the 
event that the position of Executive Director is approved.  

The discussion then moved on to the concerns regarding the electronic elections 
process using Survey Monkey software. None were expressed. It was decided to hold off 
the election of members to the Board of Directors until the issue of the Executive 
Secretary could be included on the same ballot. It was clarified that the pool of eligible 
voters would include only the 2005 membership. The intention was expressed that efforts 
would be made to get 2005 presenters to pay their membership fees. 

The special meeting was adjourned by common consent. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Linda C. Kondrick 
Secretary, MSERA 
 
January 4, 2006 



Board Meeting Agenda 1

Mid-South Educational Research Association (MSERA)
Grand Hotel, Biloxi Mississippi

November 4, 2003
Fall Board Meeting Agenda

Business Meeting:
Location: Bayroom #8, Grand Hotel
Time: 2:00pm to 5:30pm

Agenda:
President's Comments Kathy K. Franklin

Recipients of the Harry Bowman Award and the Walt Matthews Award
Minutes of spring 2003 Board Meeting and Secretary's Report Nola Christenberry
Treasurer's Report Nola Christenberry
Report from Executive Secretary John Petry

Proceedings
ERIC

Special Reports
Research in the Schools Larry Daniel, Tony Onwuegbuzie
Local Arrangements Committee 2003 Shirley Bowles/Nancy Masztal
Program Committee 2003 Gahan Bailey
MSERA MentorslPioneers Carolyn Reeves-Kazelskis
Distinguished Awards Committee Scott Bauer
Nominations Committee Qaisar Sultana
Constitution & Bylaws Conunittee Harry Bowman

Committee Reports
Local Arrangements Committee, 2004 Jim McLean
Local Arrangements Committee, 2005 Jane Nell Luster
Future Site Selection Committee , William Spencer
Development Committee Larry Daniel/Scott Bauer
Budget Planning, Managing, & Advisory Report CliffHofwolt
MSERA Educational Researcher Lynn Howerton/Mary Jane Bradley
Publications and Communications Committee Robert Kennedy/Jane Nell Luster
Evaluation Committee William SpencerlRuss West
Membership Committee Rebecca GileslLinda Kondrick
Graduate Student Advisory Jean Clark/Gail Weems
ArchiveslPaper Repository Committee David Morse
Web site David Morse
MSER Foundation Rob Kennedy

Other Reports
Alabama Dennis Zuelke
Arkansas Mary Jane Bradley
Kentucky Beverly Klecker
Louisiana Jane Nell Luster
Mississippi Dana Thames
Tennessee Russ West
At-Large Lynn Howerton
At-Large Gahan Bailey
At-Large William Person
At-Large Otis LoVette
Local Department of Education Robert Calvery

Adjournment: 5:30pm



Mid-South Educ;atiooaJ Research Association (MSERA)
Holiday Inn Choo Choo, Chattanooga

November 5, 2002
Fall Board Meeting Agenda

Business meeting, 3:30 - 6:30 p.m., in Crystal Room
President's Comments Qaisar Sultana
Minutes of Spring Board meeting and Secretary's report Ernie Rakow
Treasurer's Report : _ Ernie Rakow

Committee Reports
Budget Planning, Managing, & Advisory Committee CliffHofwolt
Program Committee Jane Luster
Local Arrangement Committee, 2002.. Judy Boser &

Valerie Rutledge
Evaluation Committee William Spencer
Future Site Selection Committee William Spencer
Membership Committee Gahan Bailey &

Linda Cornelious
Graduate Advising Jean Clark
Distinguished Awards Selection Committee Kathy Franklin
Development Committee Scott Bauer
Publications and Communications Committee Larry Daniel
Nominations Committee Jim Flaitz
Local Arrangement Committee, 2003 Nancy Masztal &

Shirley Bowles
Local Arrangement Committee, 2004 Jim McLean
Constitution & Bylaws Committee Harry Bowman
ArchivesJPaper Repository Committee : David Morse
MSERA MentorslPioneers Carolyn Reeves-Kazelskis
Editor Reports
Research in the Schools Jim McLean &

Alan Kaufman
MSERA Web Site David Morse
Proceedings John Petry
MSERA Educational Researcher Nola Christenberry &

Lynn Howerton
Old Business(MembershiplProposal submission)--Cliff & Jim

Other Reports/Comments
Board Members

Alabama _ Jean Clark
Arkansas Nola Christenberry
Kentucky Antony Norman
Louisiana Jane Luster
Mississippi _ Linda Cornelious
Tennessee Cynthia Gettys
At-Large Lynn Howerton
At-Large Gahan Bailey
At-Large '" '" William Person
At-Large Otis LoVette
Local Department of Education Robert Calvery

MSERA Foundation
ERIC Liaison
Executive Secretary
Adjournment

Dinner in Roosevelt Room at 7:00 p.m.



MID-SOUTH EDUCATIONALRESEARCH ASSOCIATION
Double Tree Hotel, Little Rock, Arkansas

Tuesday, November 13,2001
FALL BOARD MEETING

PRESENT- (Indicated by Bold Type)
Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President!

President Elect
Executive Secretary
Secretary ITreasurer
Committee Chairs:
Budget A1nalysis
Archives/Paper Repository
Constitution and Bylaws
Distinguished Awards
Evaluation
Future Site Selection
Local Arrangements:

Little Rock
'Chattanooga

Graduate Student
Membership
Nominations
Program I
Publication
Publications
The Researcher

Jim Flaitz, University of Louisiana at Lafayette
Cliff Hofwolt, Vanderbilt University

Qaisar Sultana, Eastern Kentucky University
John Petry, University of Memphis
Ernest Rakow, University of Memphis

Cliff Hofwolt, Vanderbilt University
David Morse, Mississippi State University
Harry Bowman, Council on Occupational Education
Qaisar Sultana, Eastern Kentucky University
William Spencer, Auburn University
Anthony Norman, Western Kentucky

Kathy Franklin, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
Cynthia Gettys, University of
Jennifer Good, Auburn University
Gahan Bailey, University of South Alabama
Cliff Hofwolt, Vanderbilt University
Scott Bauer, University of New Orleans
Larry Daniel, University of North Florida

Nola Christenberry, Arkansas State University
Lynn Howerton, Arkansas State University

Research in the Schools Jim McLean, East Tennessee State University
Proceedings
Web Site'
Board Members

I
Alabama
Arkansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Mississippi
Tennessee
At-Large Representatives
At-Large Representatives
At-Large Representatives
At-Large ~epresentatives
State Departments ofEdu.
Local Departments ofEdu.
MSER Foundation
LERA Liason

John Petry, University of Memphis
David Morse, Mississippi State University

Jean Newman Clark, University of South Alabama
Nola Christenberry, Arkansas State University
Antony Norman, Western Kentucky University
Jane Nell Luster, Louisiana State Department of Education
Linda Cornelious, Mississippi State University
Cynthia Gettys, University of Tennessee-Chattanooga
Linda Morse, Mississippi State University
Kathy Franklin, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
Gahan Bailey, University of South Alabama
Scott Bauer, University of New Orleans
(position vacant)
Arlene Amos,Choctow MS County Schools
Glennelle Halpin, AubUITl University
Jin Flaitz, University of Louisiana at Lafayette



Mid-South Educational Research Association(MSERA)
Comfort Inn East, Memphis, TN

February 26, 1999

Spring Board Meeting Agenda

President's Comments Gerald Halpin

Secretary's Report . .......... Robert Calvery

Treasurer's Report Robert Calvery

Committee Reports
Ad Hoc Budget Advisory Committee Glennelle Halpin
Archives/Paper Repository Committee David Morse
Constitution and Bylaws Committee Harry Bowman
Distinguished Awards Selection Committee Cliff Hofwolt
Evaluation Committee Quaiser Sultana
Future Site Selection Committee Bill Spencer
Graduate Student Advisory Committee Scott Bauer
Local Arrangements Committee, 1999-Point Clear, AL Barbara Lewis
Local Arrangements Committee, 2000-Bowling Green, Ky Antony Norman
Local Arrangements Committee, 2001-Little Rock Kathy K. Franklin
Membership Committee Jerry Mathews
Nominations Committee John Enger
Program Committee Judy Boser
Publications and Communications Committee Dot Reed
Budget Proposal for 1999 Gerald Halpin

Editor Reports
Research in the Schools Jim McLean

Alan Kaufman
MSERA Web Site David Morse
Proceedings John Petry
MSERA Educational Researcher Nola Christenberry

Lynn Howerton
other Reports/Comments

Board Members
Alabama Michele Jarrell
Arkansas Nola Christenberry
Kentucky Deborah Grubb
Louisiana otis LoVette
Mississippi Linda Cornelious
Tennessee Ernie Rakow
At-Large Representative Linda Morse
At-Large Representative Kathy K. Franklin
At-Large Representative Gahan Bailey
At-Large Representative Jimmy Harris
State Departments of Education Jane Nell Luster
Local Departments of Education Arlene Amos

MSER Foundation Ron Adams
ERIC Liaison John Petry
LERA Liaison Jim Flai tz
Placement/Job Search Jimmy Harris
Execu tive Secretary John Petry

Old Business
New Business
Adjournment




